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BAGELS AND BTK 

Back by popular demand,  Timothy G. Relph from the Wichita 
Police Department, will be presenting  on one of the most famous 
American serial killers we know; Dennis Rader aka the BTK 
(Bind, Torture, Kill) Killer. 

This presentation touches on the Thirty-
One year investigation into the Murders 
attributed to the serial killer known as 
“BTK” 

The presentation will review ten murders 
that occurred in the Wichita-Sedgwick 
County area of Kansas starting in Janu-
ary of 1974 to January of 1991. 

The course will contain details into the 
preliminary investigations and also early 
communications attributed to “BTK”. 

The second part of the course summarizes the re-emergence to 
BTK in March of 2004 and the investigation that followed, the 
Formation of a Task Force, and the conclusion of the investiga-
tion 

The final part of the presentation will examine evidence present-
ed during the Trail and Sentencing phases of State of KS vs Den-

nis Radar. 

Bagels and coffee will be pro-
vided during this presenta-
tion. 
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FORENSIC SCIENCE 

TRIVIA 

Answers will be revealed in the next 

issue! 

T/F: The police gave the name 

BTK to the murder. 

 

 

How many years did it take for the 

BTA killer to be arrested? 

 

 

Who’s DNA was used to link Den-

nis Rader to the BTK killings? 

 

How did BTK communicate with 

the media? 

 

Last issue’s answers on page 6 
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PALM PRINT EVIDENCE SETS JONATHAN SMITH FREE 
AFTER 21 YEARS OF WRONGFUL INPRISONMENT 

Last month, Jonathan Smith, Sr. was freed after 
nearly 21 years in prison for a murder he did not 
commit. Smith entered a conditional Alford plea, 
under which he expressly maintains his innocence. 
The terms of the plea allow Smith to appeal earlier 
decisions in his case, including Smith’s position 
that all charges against him must be dismissed. 

Just under a year ago, the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals unanimously reversed the 2001 murder con-
victions of Smith and his co-defendant David 
Faulkner and granted both men Writs of Actual 
Innocence. The court’s decision was based on new 
palm print evidence found at the crime scene iden-
tifying an alternative suspect, and exculpatory evi-
dence that the prosecution improperly withheld 
from the defense regarding the reliability of in-
formant testimony. Despite this overwhelming evi-
dence of innocence, Smith—up until April 21, 
2021—was facing a retrial in the Circuit Court for 
Talbot County. 

The conditional Alford plea allows Smith to main-
tain his innocence and preserves his right to ap-
peal his conviction and judgment. Smith’s decision 
to enter into this plea is based upon his contention 
that his ability to present a full defense at any re-
trial has been permanently prejudiced as a result 
of the State’s intentional, willful and/or reckless 
misconduct and that, as a result, he can no longer 
obtain a fair trial in this case. On the basis of that 
prejudice, Mr. Smith maintains that his due pro-
cess rights under the Maryland and United States’ 
Constitutions and protection against double jeop-
ardy have been violated. 

“Today, after more than two decades fighting for 
his innocence, Mr. Smith will reunite with his fam-
ily and friends,” said Susan Friedman, Smith’s In-
nocence Project attorney. “Mr. Smith continues to 
steadfastly maintain his innocence and is hopeful 
that he will receive the justice he deserves.” 

“A year ago, the Court of Appeals unanimously 
recognized the significance of the innocence evi-
dence in Mr. Smith’s case,” said Don Salzman, 
Smith’s attorney with Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher and Flom LLP. “ We will continue to fight 
to make sure that Mr. Smith is fully vindicated.” 

Case History 

Smith and Faulkner were convicted of the 1987 
murder of 64-year-old Adeline Wilford in 2001 
and sentenced to life in prison. A third co-
defendant, Ray Earl Andrews, Sr., who was 16 at 
the time of the crime, was sentenced to 10 years 
for burglary in exchange for testifying against the 
two older men. There was no physical evidence 
linking the three men to the crime. 

The case had gone cold for 13 years until a witness 
falsely claimed to have seen the three men fleeing 
from the crime. The witness, Beverly Haddaway, 
alleged that she saw the three young men walk out 
of a cornfield approximately a few miles away from 
the Wilford home on the afternoon of the murder, 
and that Smith had blood on his shirt. On March 1, 
2001, a jury convicted Smith of felony murder and 
daytime housebreaking and a month later, the 
court sentenced him to life in prison. 

In 2011 and 2012, lawyers from the Innocence Pro-
ject and the Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project filed 
Public Information Act requests. For the first time, 
the Maryland State Police disclosed police record-
ings of conversations between Haddaway and 
Maryland State Police Corporal John Bollinger. 
These recordings revealed that Ms. Haddaway had 
demanded that the state dismiss unrelated drug 
charges against her grandson in exchange for her 
testimony against Mr. Smith and Mr. Faulkner. 
The recordings also show that the state refused to 
place that deal in writing to prevent Haddaway 
from being cross-examined on the issue. The state, 
in fact, dismissed the charges three days be-
fore  Andrews’s trial was scheduled to begin. 
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In 2013, Smith filed motions to reopen their 
post-conviction proceedings based on these re-
cordings and filed a motion for post-conviction 
latent print comparison for previously uniden-
tified palm prints on the sill of an open window 
and inside Wilford’s home. In March 2014, the 
state’s attorney acknowledged that the prints 
matched an offender in the database, but re-
fused to disclose his identity for a year. When 
the identity was finally revealed in 
2015, lawyers discovered that the prints 
matched those of Ty Anthony Brooks, who was 
incarcerated at the time and had previously 
served prison time for a similar burglary in 
which he was alleged to have assaulted another 
elderly woman within months of Ms. Wilford’s 
murder. 

Evidentiary hearings were held on this new evi-
dence in 2016 and 2018 in the Circuit Court for 
Talbot County. On April 27, 2020, in a unani-
mous opinion by the Court of Appeals, Smith’s 
and Faulkner’s petitions for Writs of Actual In-
nocence were granted. 

 

The State Suppressed Key Evidence 

More than a decade after Smith’s conviction, it 
was learned that prosecutors in this case hid a 
wealth of exculpatory evidence from the de-
fense. The most crucial pieces were the tape 
recordings of the State’s informant witness 
Haddaway and lead investigator, Maryland 
State Police Corporal Bollinger, making a deal 
to dismiss the drug charges against Haddaway’s 
grandson in exchange for her testimony 
against  Smith and his co-defendant. This ex-
change, in addition to a host of other inculpato-
ry tape recordings, would have entirely discred-
ited their testimony at trial. The recordings 
demonstrated that the State’s misconduct taint-
ed every trial witness it presented against Smith 
during his 2001 trial, and could have effectively 
altered the verdict. 

In addition to the tapes, foreign DNA had been 
recovered and tested from the victim’s finger-
nails. The State determined that Smith and his 
co-defendants were excluded as matches to that 
DNA. In November 2000, a Maryland State Po-
lice DNA analyst advised prosecutors that, in 
addition to the victim’s DNA profile, there was 
a partial foreign DNA profile recovered from 
the victim’s fingernails that did not match 
Smith or his co-defendant. Yet, in a subsequent 
letter to defense counsel, two months before 
Smith’s trial, the prosecutor lied about the re-
sults of the DNA testing on the fingernail evi-
dence, stating, “I have been advised that the 
fingernail clippings, not surprisingly, are show-
ing only the victim’s DNA.” This lie was further 
exploited in the State’s closing arguments at 
trial, explaining to the jury that there was no 
DNA evidence in this case. 

Smith is represented by Susan Friedman and Barry 
Scheck of the Innocence Project, and Donald Salzman, 
Nathan P. Wacker, Andrew Hanson, William A. Bejan, 
Barri T. Dean, Ariana M. Taylor and Lucy Dicks-Mireaux 
of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom LLP. 
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2021 EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE  

INFORMATION 
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Hotel 

Holiday Inn 

5151 East St 

Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Location 
Big Red Corporate Offices 

5445 S East St 

Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Dates 

October 13th-15th 

Please click image 

above to register for this 

year’s conference 

http://www.iniai.org/events.html




2021 INIAI Educational Conference 

Photography Contest 

 

The Indiana Division of the International Association for Identification is announcing our annual 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST, which will be held at our educational conference in September. This is 

your chance to show off your photography abilities from either a “FORENSIC” case or something 

more “PERSONAL” (i.e. nature or family).   Prizes will be awarded for the top entries in both 

REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Maximum of two submission per person 

 

Black and white, color, film and/or digital are all acceptable 

 

Photo size minimum 8” x 10”, maximum six 20” x 24” 

 

Each submission should be mounted on foam or card board without borders and 

should include a brief description of the photo, the type of media used, and any other 

significant information needed to explain the picture. 
 

 

Participants should submit any entired at the conference registration area no later than 4:00PM on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 13th. The participants will be responsible for picking up entries following the awards. 



Kristen Smith had a problem. The Rutgers University–Camden graduate student was conducting re-
search in her forensics lab, following the recipe for a florescent-based fingerprint powder, when she 
realized that she couldn’t get a vital component in time to complete the project. 

So, she took matters into her own hands and considered what else could work. She ended up creating 
a novel formulation—used in the recovery of latent fingerprints, consisting of oils or sweat left from 
the fingertips or face—which she now intends to patent. 

“It was the best mistake in the world,” says Smith, who is among the inaugural graduates of the master 
of science in forensic science program at Rutgers–Camden. 

It turns out that the new powder might have a decided edge over the competition. She explains that 
the older version is florescent, which requires an alternative light source to see the fingerprints. How-
ever, since her powder is white-based, she was able to enhance, or bring out, the fingerprints without 
an added light source. 

“That’s a big benefit that my powder now has over other florescent powders on the market,” said 
Smith. 

She adds that the powder’s ease of use also makes it a fantastic teaching tool—a theory she will put to 
the test this summer when she helps to train the Gloucester County Crime Scene Unit in fingerprint-
ing. 

“My powder works very well; it recovers fingerprints with such extreme detail,” she says. 

Smith acknowledges that she had to put the patent application process on hold while she completed 
her senior capstone project. She notes, however, that Rutgers University has provided a patent attor-
ney, who will soon work with her to complete the application process. 

“Rutgers has been incredibly helpful,” says Smith. “Hopefully, within the next month or so, we will 
have all those details worked out.” 

Smith’s chance discovery is just the lat-
est stroke of serendipity that has 
launched her on a new career path that 
she once only dreamed of. Before she 
specialized in forensics, she graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in health and 
exercise science from the College of New 
Jersey in 2016 and taught nutrition and 
fitness classes for kids at the Trenton 
YMCA. She then decided to pursue her 
master’s degree in nutrition at Rutgers 
University. 

Read the full article here. 

GRADUTE STUDENT CREATES NEW FINGERPRINTING 
POWDER 

https://www.forensicmag.com/576522-Graduate-Student-Creates-New-Fingerprinting-Powder/


CONFERENCE SNEAK PEAK PT 2 

Spotlight: Jason Cole 

 

Detect More Evidence: Extend Your Search Beyond the 

Visible 

  Various types of evidence are often overlooked at a crime scene 

because they are not visible to the naked eye. When using an alternate 

light source with the proper corresponding filter, it is still possible to 

miss items of evidence due to background interference or improper an-

gle of illumination. The purpose of this workshop will be to introduce 

attendees to various methods utilized in detecting evidence beyond the 

visible range. An introduction to light theory and techniques utilizing 

wavelengths of light beyond the visible range on notoriously difficult 

surfaces will be discussed. This will include ultra violet and infrared ex-

amination to detect the presence of biological fluids, gunshot residue, 

and fingerprints on difficult backgrounds. Novel oblique lighting tech-

niques will be explored to detect evidence on raised surfaces and foot-

wear impressions. Bandpass filtering techniques will also be explored to 

aid in the detection of evidence at crime scenes. Attendees will be intro-

duced to non-visible lighting techniques and digital capture of finger-

prints developed using various treatment methods including cyanoacry-

late fuming and IR fluorescent fingerprint powders.  

 

The Recovery of Latent Fingerprints From Notoriously 

Troublesome Surfaces 

 This hands-on workshop is designed to give experience to the 

workshop attendee by using various powder applications and lifting 

techniques.   The best way to become proficient is by doing it!  After at-

tending this class attendees will be able to lift latent prints off almost any 

surface; such as tape, feathers, wet, textured, multi-contoured and unu-

sual surfaces that an impression has been developed on.  Workshop at-

tendees will also be introduced to IR fluorescent fingerprint powders 

and quick, efficient ways to digitally capture them.  The proper way to fill 

out a latent lift card will also be discussed, along with items every finger-

print kit should contain! 
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Netflix Murder  

Documentaries 

American Murder: The 

Family Next Door 

Using raw footage, this docu-

mentary examines the disap-

pearance of Shanann Watts 

and her children, and the ter-

rible events that followed. 

Interview with a Serial 

Killer 

In this jailhouse interview, 

Arthur Shawcross, the Gene-

see River Killer, shares candid 

details of his crimes and sur-

prising family bonds.. 

Amanda Knox 

She was twice convicted and 

acquitted of murder. Amanda 

Knox and the people closest 

to her case speak out in this 

illuminating documentary. 

Why Did You Kill Me? 

The line between justice and 

revenge blurs when a devas-

tated family uses social media 

to track down the people who 

killed 24-year-old Crystal 

Theobald. 





LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As we all know, last year’s conference was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and with those circumstances, the Board has asked me to re-

turn as this year’s President.   

I would like to thank the members of the INIAI for giving me this oppor-
tunity to serve as the 2021 President and in turn, I have decided to have 

all the Officers and Board Members return from last year.  

I am looking forward to serving as President this year and working with 
all of you dedicated members.  This year’s conference location has been 
selected, and we will be returning to Big Red Liquor’s Conference Room 

in Indianapolis on the dates of October 13-15th.  We hope this is a GREAT 
conference this year, and have been hard at work to get our schedule 
filled with speakers and are excited to have it completed.   We will be 

showcasing some of the speakers soon. 

Feel free to contact me at  rchappell@greenfieldin.org with any ideas or 
suggestions you may have. 

   Ryan Chappell, 2021 INIAI President 

LAST ISSUE’S   
ANSWERS 

 

The term ridgeology 

was coined by David 

Ashbaugh. 

 

False: Friction Ridges 

do not contain seba-

ceous glands 

 

DNA stands for deox-

yribonucleic acid 

 

When identifying vic-

tims of disasters, ap-

proximately 93% of 

identifications are 

made on the basis of 

dental records? 
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Intro to Fingerprint Science and Tenprints—Tritech Forensics 

Orlando, FL | July 26-30th, 2021 

This forty-hour workshop is designed to introduce fingerprints to new tenprint examiners, new AFIS operators, new 

latent print examiners, and crime scene or medical examiner personnel by introducing them to the terminology and 

concepts of identifying fingerprints. It is the training required by most agencies for the hiring of new employees to work 

in the field of fingerprint identification and serves as the basis for more advanced training in the field.  

Crime Scene Photography—TriTech Forensics 

Pensacola, FL | September 13-17th, 2021 

This 40-hour Crime Scene Photography course teaches the techniques needed to successfully document evidence and 

scenes in a professional manner. The course begins with instruction of basic photographic techniques such as the me-

chanics of exposure, depth-of-field, and motion control. Camera handling and operation are stressed in all areas to in-

clude camera controls and how they work, electronic noise causes and controls, and much more. This course also in-

cludes instruction on basic electronic flash operation and techniques.  

Advanced ACE-V Applications for Fingerprint Examiners—RS & A 

Indianapolis, IN| November 8-12th, 2021 

This course takes ACE-V to the next level. In the course, we deconstruct ACE-V into the various stages and perform 

exercises, individually and as a group, to demonstrate the course material. We will explore significant decisions and 

steps during each of the phases of ACE-V: Analysis, Comparison, Evaluation, and Verification.  

Forensic Examination of Violent Crime Scenes—RS&A 

WEBINAR | August 21-23th, 2021 
This advanced course will present both the theory and practical application of several techniques that are essential to 

crime scene examination and reconstruction of violent crimes. Practical exercises and case studies will be utilized to 

reinforce the material presented.  

 

 

Webinars offered by Evolve Forensics are approved by the IAI for Latent Print Certification and Recertification continu-

ing education hours. 

Click on the photograph below to view more training opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find more training opportunities at the websites below: 

https://www.theiai.org/training.php  

https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html  

http://www.iniai.org/training.html  

UPCOMING TRAINING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

https://www.tritechtraining.com/072621-IntroFingSciTenprints.html
https://www.tritechtraining.com/091321-crimescenephotography.html
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18348.pdf
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18090.pdf
https://www.theiai.org/training.php
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html
https://evolveforensics.com/webinars/


WE WANT 
YOUR  

FEEDBACK 

Did you enjoy the last 

conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and 

least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better 

this year? 

Please give your feed-

back! 

Email: kreed@isp.in.gov 

 

If you have any photos 

from past educational 

conferences or outings, 

please email them; we 

would love to share on 

our social media pages 

and newsletters! 

BTK CROSSWORD 
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Prepare yourself for this year’s conference by completing the crossword 

puzzle below featuring Dennis Rader aka the BTK Killer. 

mailto:kreed@isp.in.gov






ILLUMINATING INVISIBLE BLOODY FINGERPRINTS 
WITH A FLUORESCENT POLYMER 

Careful criminals usually clean a scene, wiping away visible blood and fingerprints. However, prints 

made with trace amounts of blood, invisible to the naked eye, could remain. Dyes can detect these 

hidden prints, but the dyes don’t work well on certain surfaces. Now, researchers reporting in ACS 

Applied Materials & Interfaces have developed a fluorescent polymer that binds to blood in a finger-

print—without damaging any DNA also on the surface—to create high-contrast images. 

When violent crimes are commit-

ted, a culprit’s fingerprints inked 

in blood can be hard to see, espe-

cially if they tried to clean the sce-

ne. So, scientists usually use dyes 

to reveal this type of evidence, but 

some of them require complex 

techniques to develop the images, 

and busy backgrounds can compli-

cate the analysis. In addition, 

some textured surfaces, such as 

wood, pose challenges for an iden-

tification. Fluorescent compounds 

can enhance the contrast between 

fingerprints and the surface on 

which they are deposited. Howev-

er, to get a good and stable image, 

these molecules need to form strong bonds with molecules in the blood. So, Li-Juan Fan, Rongliang 

Ma and colleagues wanted to find a simple way to bind a fluorescent polymer to blood proteins so 

that they could detect clear fingerprints on many different surfaces. 

The researchers modified a yellow-green fluorescent polymer they had previously developed by add-

ing a second amino group, which allowed stable bonds to form between the polymer and blood se-

rum albumin proteins. They dissolved the polymer and absorbed it into a cotton pad, which was 

placed on top of prints made with chicken blood on various surfaces, such as aluminum foil, multi-

colored plastic and painted wood. After a few minutes, they peeled off the pad, and then let it air-dry. 

All of the surfaces showed high contrast between the blood and background under blue-violet light 

and revealed details, including ridge endings, short ridges, whorls and sweat pores. 

These intricate patterns were distinguishable when the researchers contaminated the prints with 

mold and dust, and they lasted for at least 600 days in storage. In another set of experiments, a piece 

of human DNA remained intact after being mixed with the polymer, suggesting that any genetic ma-

terial found after processing a print could still be analyzed to further identify a suspect, the research-

ers say.   
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 When a critical incident occurs, col-

lecting evidence, accurately, and efficiently, is 

top priority. Detective Cummings Smith in the 

Phoenix Police Department's Vehicular 

Crimes Unit handles evidence gathering on a 

regular basis.  

"My job entails investigating serious injury or 

fatal traffic collisions within the Phoenix Po-

lice Department," Smith explained. 

Part of collecting evidence in a car wreck is 

collecting a map of the incident to provide 

crush and 

collision data. 

For years, 

detectives like 

Smith have 

used Google 

Maps to cre-

ate 2D images 

of incidents. 

Now, new 

technology is 

making that 

3D.  

"The FARO Scene Focus 3D scanner scans a 

scene in a 360 degree rotation and it shoots 

out lasers to measure points within the sce-

ne," Smith said. "It'll shoot out approximately 

10 million points per 360 degree scan and it 

helps to create a 3D model of the scene." 

The scanner is doing precise measurements 

for Smith, and generating a 3D map, instead 

of him creating one. It does all this quickly, 

and accurately, saving him time. His boss, Lt. 

Leif Myers, says the benefits are big, and they 

reach beyond Phoenix Police into the commu-

nity they serve.  

"It completely shows transparency of the in-

vestigation," Myers said. "You get to actually, 

in a 3D image, kind of walk through the actual 

scene. See the evidence markers. See where 

the bullet casings were. See where the colli-

sion impacts were. So, it's truly a transparent 

technology." 

These maps are admissible in court, with the 

facilitation of a certified and trained officer, 

and the Phoenix Police Foundation paid for 

Smith to get that 

training.  

"Now that he's a 

train the trainer for 

the FARO product, 

he's the only one 

certified in the state 

of Arizona to train," 

Myers said. "He can 

train the rest of our 

unit, he can train 

the lab, he can train 

other agencies. It is 

a tremendous bene-

fit which is saving us thousands of dollars." 

The FARO 3D scanner is used primarily in the 

Vehicular Crimes Unit at Phoenix Police, but 

other bureaus, like Homicide, use it to help 

with their investigations, too. Looking to the 

future, this laser scanner technology will likely 

be put to work in even more areas of the de-

partment — all in the name of modernizing 

the way police do their work.  

LASER SCANNER TECHNOLOGY ASSISTS PHOENIX POLICE IN 
EVIDENCE GATHERING 
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INIAI 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was 

chartered July 29, 1994.  This organiza-

tion was established as a not-for-profit 

organization to associate persons work-

ing in the fields of forensic investiga-

tion, examination, and identification for 

the following purposes: 

 To encourage communication 

and the sharing of ideas and 

information among the forensic 

science and criminal justice 

communities. 

 To keep members advised of the 

latest developments in the foren-

sic and identification sciences. 

 To encourage research into new 

methods and techniques of foren-

sic investigation, examination 

and identification. 

 To encourage professionalism 

and high standards in the fields 

of forensic investigation, exami-

nation and identification. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS AND RENEWLS 

If there is anyone you may know who would be interested in joining the Indiana Division 

of the IAI, all membership information can be found here.  

New members will need to fill out an application and send a payment of $20 in the form 

of check, money order or through the Division’s PayPal. 

Please send any and all questions regarding membership, applications, and renewals to 

MWebb@isp.in.gov. 

To submit physical applications, renewals, or payments please send them to: 

Mallory Webb 

19411 Hwy 41 North 

Evansville, IN 47725 

Read  the bylaws. 

Read the constitution. 

 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any 

articles, news, personal achievements, retirements, 

promotions,  photos, cartoons, etc. to: 

Kaitlin Reed 
kreed@isp.in.gov 

INIAI 
  
 

 Follow Us on Social Media 
 

Facebook: INIAI 
 

Instagram: Indiana.iai 
 

Website: INIAI 
Member Password: iniai 

http://www.iniai.org/membership.html
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=eddbf8e0ec923&mfid=1583251849453_eddbf8e0ec923#/checkout/openButton
mailto:mwebb@isp.in.gov
http://www.iniai.org/by-laws.html
http://www.iniai.org/uploads/7/3/0/1/73017799/iai_constitution_revised_2008.pdf
mailto:kreed@isp.in.gov
https://www.facebook.com/groups/75478534989/
https://www.instagram.com/indiana.iai/
http://www.iniai.org/

