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Lab & Scene

RESIDENT’S LETTER
Hello INTAI members,

I would like to thank the members of
the INIAI for giving me the opportunity to
serve as your 2022 President. I have been a
board member since 2013 and served as the
2016 Vice President and 2017 President. I am
looking forward to serving again as President
this year and working with all of the dedicated
board members. We had a great group of indi-
viduals who served on the board last year and I
would like to thank all of them for their hard
work and time that it takes to plan an educa-
tional conference.

Kacie Proffitt. INIAI 2022 President

Thank You to the following: Ryan Chappell (President), Allyson Connell
(Board Chair), Mallory Webb (Secretary/Treasurer), Amber Timmer-
man (Board Member), Bri Gibbs (Board Member) Kim Settlemoir
(Board Member), Daniel Recker (Board Member), Kaitlin Reed (Board
Member/ Newsletter Editor).

I would like to announce the 2022 Annual Education Conference loca-
tion and dates. This year's conference will be held at The Lafayette Po-
lice Training Center located at 1301 South St. Lafayette, Indiana. The
2022 Conference will be held September 28th, 29th and 30th. Hotel
rooms have been blocked off for anyone wishing to stay at the Holiday
Inn Lafayette- City Centre. Advise the Hotel that you are with INIAI to
be placed within the block of rooms and to receive the discounted gov-
ernment room rate.

We are now working on booking speakers for the 3 day conference.
Please let me know if you have any questions and/or concerns or new
ideas. I can be reached by email at: kproffitt@isp.in.gov

I look forward to seeing all of you at the 2022 INTAI Education Confer-

ence in BOILERMAKER COUNTRY!!!!

Sincerely,

Kacie Proffitt

2022 MEMBERSHIP AND RENEWALS

Applications for membership renewal have been sent to members on our current

email list'| information reiardini iaini dues is also included.

FORENSIC SCIENCE
TRIVIA

Answers will be revealed in the next
issue!

Who invented the mug shot?

When a dry bit of blood spatter
flakes and falls from a wall, it
leaves a line red ring known as
what?

What are the three types of finger-
print patterns?

How many human blood types are
there?

Last issue’s answers on page 5
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DNA LINKS SLAIN ILLINOIS MAN TO 1982 KILLING IN IOWA

Best Forensic Podcasts
of 2021

Dose Makes the Poison
The Toxcast

A podcast about forensic toxi-
cology and chemistry. We talk
about drugs, poisons, and
forensics in the news and pop
culture. A NAYK Network
Production.

KNIFE

Knife After Death delves deep
into the world of death, decay
and forensics through the expe-
riences of Dr. Darin Wolfe, a
board certified forensic
pathologist.

EAN DIANT

STATE OF

THE HACK

State of the Hack discusses the

latest in information security,
digital forensics, incident re-
sponse, cyber espionage, APT
attack trends, and tales from
the front lines of significant
targeted intrusions.

Investigators in Iowa used genealogical data to link the 1982 fatal
stabbing of a woman to an Illinois trucker who was found shot to
death in a shallow grave months later, authorities announced
Friday.

Police in Council Bluffs, which sits on Iowa’s western border
across the Missouri River from Omaha, Nebraska, believe Thom-
as O. Freeman Kkilled 32-year-old Lee Rotatori at a local hotel in
June of 1982. Rotatori, who had just moved from Nunica, Michi-
gan, to Council Bluffs for a job, had stayed at the hotel for several
nights while she looked for a home, authorities said. She was

stabbed once and was also sexually assaulted.

Police weren’t able to identify a suspect. In 2001, investigators
submitted evidence they had collected to a state crime lab, which
revealed the presence of a male DNA profile. There wasn’t a
match in state or federal DNA databases, and the lab periodically

ran new checks over the years without success.

In 2019, investigators submitted the DNA to another lab that be-
gan a genetic genealogy case and concluded last year that the
DNA was from Freeman, who had lived in the southern Illinois
community of West Frankfort. Police told the Council Bluffs Dai-
ly Nonpareil that Freeman was a trucker and that they think he
killed Rotatori while he was passing through the area.

Freeman’s body was found in October 1982 in a shallow grave
near Cobden, Illinois, a village about 30 miles southwest of West
Frankfort. He had been shot multiple times and was 35 when he
died. Investigators believe he was killed about three months be-
fore his body was found. Police said they don’t have a suspect in
his death.

Authorities said they are trying to determine if the two deaths are
somehow linked.
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Air Science provides forensic laboratory equipment to meet the
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needs of each step in the evidentiary chain, from field processing.
to transport and storage, to analytical procedures in the laboratory.

« Ductless Fume Hoods

« Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinets

« Automatic Cyanoacrylate Fuming Chambers

« Mobile Forensic Evidence Benches

= DFO and Ninhydrin Fingerprint Development Chambers
« Fingerprint Powder Workstations

« Benchtop Decontamination Chambers

Evidence Storage Cabinets
Swab Drying Cabinets
Mobile Evidence Transporters
Fume Chambers

Review our product offerings at airscience.com/forensics
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Air Science
Fort Myers, FL 33907 - Toll Free/800.306.0656
www.airscience.com - info@airscience.com
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Four ghosts haunt
Ebeneezer in A
Christmas Carol

The McCallisters
were headed to Paris
when they left Kevin

behind

Eggnog originated
from Britain

The snowman men-
tioned in the song
“Winter Wonder-
land,” was named

Parson Brown



Understanding Bias and Error In Forensics—Tritech Forensics

WEBINAR | April 13th, 2022

This is a fun, interactive workshop that takes an in-depth look at various types and causes of bias and errors, thus
providing attendees with a strategic view of a variety of behaviors that lead to errors in forensic science so as to best
maintain a proper quality management system.

Child Death Investigations—TriTech Forensics
Clarksville, IN | May 12-13th, 2022

This program addresses child deaths from an interdisciplinary perspective. This approach provides all agencies the nec-
essary information to not only investigate and gather information but to understand and appreciate the details and col-
laboration required in order to make a final determination of cause and manner of death.

Comparison of Plantar Friction Ridge Impressions—RS & A
Minneapolis, MN| October 6-7th, 2022

This 16 hour course is designed to provide the participant with the biological fundamentals, legal admissibility, scenari-
0s, source recognition, recording techniques and a vigorous practical comparison experience with plantar friction ridges.

Advanced ACE-V Applications for Fingerprint Examiners—RS&A

St. Louis, MO | October 17-21, 2022

This course takes ACE-V to the next level. In the course we deconstruct ACE-V into the various stages and perform exer-
cises, individually and as a group, to demonstrate the course material.

Webinars offered by Evolve Forensics are approved by the IAI for Latent Print Certification and Recertification continu-
ing education hours.

Click on the photograph below to view more training opportunities.

Evolve Forensics / -

Webinar Schedule

Online Training

or
Latent Print Examiners |

Find more training opportunities at the websites below:
https://www.theiai.org/training.ph
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html


https://www.tritechtraining.com/store/p21/041322-UBEF.html
https://www.tritechtraining.com/051222-ChildDeathInv.html
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18421.pdf
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18305.pdf
https://www.theiai.org/training.php
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html
https://evolveforensics.com/webinars/
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PRODUCTS FOR THE DETECTION AND EXAMINATION OF FORENSIC EVIDENCE

Questioned Fingerprint DNA & Alternate
Document Detection & Trace Evidence Light
Examination Enhancement Analysis Sources

T IMPROVE

- the Quality of
FORENSIC
EVIDENCE

] foster+freeman produce innovative new

, J1
s ik s technologies for the examination of fingerprints,
"“ “‘“ ‘ ‘ “‘. ‘ ‘ ‘l questioned documents, shoe prints, DNA and

trace evidence.
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Used by police forces and forensic experts
worldwide, foster+freeman products can help
STUDY IDENTIFIES NEW IR you detect more evidence than ever before

FLUORESCENT POWDER
AMONGST MOST EFFECTIVE
FINGERPRINT PROCESSES

British Home Office researchers at the Centre
for Applied Science and Technology (CAST)
have ranked fpNatural powders amongst the
most effective new techniques for developing
fingermarks. Safe to use and easily applied,
fpNatural powders emit a bright infrared
fluorescence, which when viewed with a
IR-sensitive camera, reveal high contrast
fingerprints with exceptional clarity of detail.

find out more at fosterfreeman.com



NEW TECHNOLOGY TO
Reveal the Invisible

Crime-lite°’UVI/IR

A new range of Crime-lite® forensic light
sources, with UV-Vis-IR camera attachment,
enable crime scene and laboratory examiners
to detect traces of evidence beyond the limits
of human vision.

IR and Reflected-UV examination can reveal:

Latent Fingerprints

Blood on Dark Fabrics

Traces of Gun Shot Residue
The Application of Fresh Paint

Dont miss a
single innovation

@fosterfreeman

foster+freeman

usoffice@fosterfreeman.com www.fosterfreeman.com telephone : 888 445 5048




JURIES ARE SUBJECT TO ALL KINDS OF BIASES WHEN IT COMES TO DECID-

ING ON A TRIAL

From CSI to Law and Order, Line of Duty and Midsomer
Murders, there is huge public fascination with crime and
the criminal justice system. Especially when things come
to a climactic ending and jurors decide on a defendant's
fate. But how much do jurors get it wrong? Will the jury
convict an innocent person, or might they free a guilty per-
son?

Ultimately, who committed the crime is often not easy to
know, and jurors have to subjectively evaluate the evi-
dence. But finding out what goes on inside the jury room
and the biases that might influence jurors themselves is of
huge interest and importance.

As psychologists, we can delve into jury decision making,
as it requires several different areas of psychological re-
search (cognitive psychology, social psychology, and indi-
vidual differences) to unlock the processes behind the de-
cisions jurors reach. The aim of our recent review was to
bring together different areas of psychology to identify po-
tential sources of bias that may influence how jurors make
decisions.

The big three biases

We identified three main sources of bias: pre-trial bi-

as; cognitive bias and bias originating from expert wit-
nesses.

A significant part of the research literature has highlighted
that pre-trial biases can influence the judgments of jurors.
In 2008 researchers developed the pre-trial juror attitude
questionnaire (PJAQ).

The scale measures biases that might influence juror deci-
sion making. For example, it measures biases such as ra-
cial biases and system confidence — how much faith (or
not) the juror has in the criminal justice system. Through
measuring these biases, we can get an indication into how
strong a bias a person may have towards either the prose-
cution or defense. Interestingly, the PJAQ has often been
shown to predict the verdict reached by jurors, with those
who have a pro-prosecution bias reaching more guilty ver-
dicts.

Due to pre-trial bias, some jurors are unable to take part
in a criminal trial with an “innocent until proven

guilty” mindset, even if they try. Jurors, like most humans,
are not always rational, and may struggle to process and
utilize all the available information in a reasoned manner.
This tendency often leads to biased decision making that
can lead to errors. For example, research from 2001 found
that jurors may favor particular verdicts as a trial pro-
gresses, despite being warned against doing this by a
judge.

These preferences can lead to those jurors distorting the
evidence against their preferred verdict or giving more
weight to the evidence that favors their preference, a phe-
nomenon known as confirmation bias.

Jurors who enter the courtroom with a bias towards the
prosecution are more likely to see the evidence from the
prosecution’s perspective, and dismiss the evidence pre-
sented from the defense (and vice versa when jurors have
a defense bias). So initial pre-trial biases interact with cog-
nitive mechanisms (for example, thinking, perception,
memory) to cause the effects of bias to snowball.

Another origin of bias in jurors may come from “objective”
and scientific expert witnesses. Researchers such as co-
author Itiel Dror have shown that expert witnesses are far
from objective decision makers and that irrelevant contex-

tual information (provided, potentially, through the po-
lice) can bias their judgments and cause errors.

The diagram below shows the factors that might influ-
ence a forensic expert’s analysis. Through presenting ex-
pert testimony, biased conclusions could end up influenc-
ing the jury.

Balancing the bias

We have made several recommendations in our review.
First, we suggest a jury selection procedure, using
measures like the PJAQ, where jurors with prejudicial bi-
ases are weeded out from the jury pool.

Second, such procedures could also be used to create a
jury with a representative pool of biases. As fallible beings,
humans are likely to always have some form of bias. If the
most negative of biases, such as racial biases, are removed
from the jury pool, other biases could be counteracted
through a mix of jurors with different beliefs and biases —
for example people with confidence in the criminal justice
system vs. people with little faith in the sys-

tem deliberating with one another — deliberating with one
another. More research is needed though, as very little has
been conducted on jury deliberations.

A third suggestion is for the criminal justice system to
tackle bias by protecting forensic experts from undue in-
fluences, so that powerful but biased expert evidence does
not influence the jury. For example, an expert’s testimony
may be biased if they knew about another piece of unrelat-
ed evidence, such as a confession, during analysis.
Methods of counteracting bias in forensic examiners in-
clude using expert witnesses not associated with either
side of the adversarial system, and for labs to use tech-
niques such as Linear Sequential Unmasking (LSU).

LSU is a technique where forensic experts analyze the in-
formation in a specific sequence in isolation from any oth-
er reference material. So, for example, first they would
analyze the evidence at the crime scene such as finger-
prints. But they would not have access at this point to any
material pertaining to the “target” suspect, such as their
fingerprints. The reference material would then be ana-
lyzed and later compared to the evidence gathered. LSU
ensures sequencing of the relevant contextual information
so that the more objective and less biasing information is
prioritized.

Bias is a significant issue in the criminal justice system
and can lead to miscarriages of justice. Through research-
ing the sources and effects, psychologists can aid the crim-
inal justice system by helping those involved establish pro-
cedures that avoid the potential for bias to influence the
process.




STATE POLICE HOPE COLD CASE PLAYING CARDS
WILL GENERATE NEW LEADS

When you flip over the 8 of clubs in this
card deck, you don’t just see eight plant
leaves. Rather, it’s a photo of a smiling
Andy Puglisi, a 10-year-old boy with
dark hair and dark eyes who has not
been seen since Aug. 21, 1976.

This card is a part of a newly released
deck from the Massachusetts State
Police (MSP) that features 52 cold
cases the Unresolved Cases Unit is
hoping to generate new leads for. In a
video earlier this month, MSP’s Col.
Christopher Mason debuted the
cards, imploring the public to look
through the deck and come forward
with information pertaining to any of
the cases.

“For each and every [case], there is some-
one that lives with a hole in their heart
and home that was once filled by one of
these victims,” said Mason.

Each card in the deck features a victim’s
name, photo and information pertaining
to the case, as well as the tip line phone
number for the Unresolved Cases Unit.
The 52 victims were chosen through input
from each participating District Attor-
ney’s Office. The cases range from as old
as 1976 to as new as 2018.

Andy’s case is the oldest in the deck. As
detailed on the card, Andy went missing
on Aug. 21, 1976 from a pool in Lawrence,
Michigan. He was last seen at approxi-
mately 5:45 pm walking around the pool
area in his green swim trucks. Andy, nor a
body connected to him, has ever been
found.

Andy is not the only minor featured on
the cards. The jack of hearts details the
case of Mary Francis “Frankie” Harvey, a

13-year-old girl who was shot to death
multiple times. She was found in a gravel
pit off the highway on Nov. 29, 1980. Ten-

year-old Holly Piirainen is on the 2 of
hearts. She went missing on Aug. 5, 1993,
before her body was found in a wooded
area on Oct. 23, 1993.

There is only one card in the deck, the 7 of
clubs, that is a John Doe case. The victim
is listed as unidentified, and a facial com-
posite from DNA testing is printed on the
card, rather than a traditional photo. On
June 4, 2014, the man’s body was found
affixed to a dolly. The head, arms and legs
were removed.

Lastly, the ace of clubs features Devon
Hodo, who was stabbed to death on June
8, 2008 in a park during a confrontation.
The card reads, “there were several wit-
nesses to the stabbing.”

“Over time, we know that fear subsides
and priorities change. A person may reex-
amine his conscious,” said Mason.
“People may have had information about
these cases. For whatever reason, they did
not share it before. We hope they now feel
free to do just that.”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_i3f9gT5U4s

STATE POLICE HOPE COLD CASE PLAYING CARDS
WILL GENERATE NEW LEADS CONT'D

When Mason says that, he’s not only talking to
the public at-large. While the MSP is hoping
the video of the playing cards is shared among
the public, they also plan to distribute physical
playing cards to inmates in Massachusetts
state prisons in the hopes that have—and are
willing to share—information about the
crimes.

“Our detectives and forensic specialists across
the state work daily to solve cases like these.
Often, after years of dedicated work by investi-
gators, we find that we just need a little more
information to solve the case. We hope these
cards, when viewed, prompt an influx of that
information,” said Mason. “We believe justice
delayed does not need to be justice denied.
Help us speak for these souls who can no long-
er speak for themselves.”

The Unresolved Cases Unit, which was formed
several years ago to focus on cold cases, said
they plan to create subsequent decks for homi-
cides and missing persons cases that were not
included in this initial one.

This is the first time MSP has used a deck of
playing cards to generate tips for unsolved
crimes, but the idea is not entirely unique.
Connecticut was one of the first to conceive of
the idea, distributing cards to prison inmates
in 2011. By 2017, the state was on it’s fourth
edition of cards, with the previous three result-
ing in arrests or convictions in 20 of the cas-
es—including several where arrests followed
tips received from inmates.

In Dec. 2018, Rhode Island distributed 5,000
decks of cards featuring 52 cold cases through-
out the state’s Department of Corrections. In
July 2019, the Utah Cold Case Coalition creat-
ed the first decks designed for public and pris-
on use. The non-profit organization created
750 decks to sell to the public for $10 each,
and to offer at Utah prison commissaries for
less than $2 a deck.

Military organizations have used the method
of custom playing cards to identify enemies
dating all the way back to the World War era.
In 2003, coalition forces in Iraq used a custom
card decks to identify the “most wanted” mem-
bers of Saddam Hussein’s government.

8 MISSING PERSON

%

Angelo “Andy” Puglisi

On August 21, 1976, a ten-year-old
boy went missing from the Higgins
Pool in Lawrence. He was last seen at
approximately 5:45 pm walking around
the pool area wearing green swim
trunks. Andy has never been found.

4

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFO ABOUT THIS CASE PLEASE CALL

1-855-MA-SOLVE



The Indiana Division of the IAI was
chartered July 29, 1994. This organiza-
tion was established as a not-for-profit
organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investiga-
tion, examination, and identification for
the following purposes:

O To encourage communication
and the sharing of ideas and
information among the forensic
science and criminal justice
communities.

o To keep members advised of the
latest developments in the foren-
sic and identification sciences.

[ To encourage research into new
methods and techniques of foren-
sic investigation, examination
and identification.

[ To encourage professionalism
and high standards in the fields
of forensic investigation, exami-
nation and identification.

Follow Us on Social Media
Facebook: INIAI
Instagram: Indiana.iai

Website: INTAI
Member Password: iniai
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS AND RENEWLS

Our Secretary—Treasurer, Mallory Webb, recently sent out 2022 renewal applications for
current INIAT members. Upon completion of the application, the form should be returned
to Mallory along with the $20 yearly dues each member is responsible for, by April 1st,
2022.

If there is anyone you may know who would be interested in joining the Indiana Division
of the IAI, all membership information can be found here.

New members will need to fill out an application and send a payment of $20 in the form
of check, money order or through the Division’s PayPal.

Please send any and all questions regarding membership, applications, and renewals to

MWebb@isp.in.gov.

To submit physical applications, renewals, or payments please send them to:

Mallory Webb
19411 Hwy 41 North
Evansville, IN 47725

Read the bylaws.

Read the constitution.

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any
articles, news, personal achievements, retirements,
promotions, photos, cartoons, etc. to:

Kaitlin Reed
kreed @isp.in.gov



http://www.iniai.org/membership.html
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=eddbf8e0ec923&mfid=1583251849453_eddbf8e0ec923#/checkout/openButton
mailto:mwebb@isp.in.gov
http://www.iniai.org/by-laws.html
http://www.iniai.org/uploads/7/3/0/1/73017799/iai_constitution_revised_2008.pdf
mailto:kreed@isp.in.gov
https://www.facebook.com/groups/75478534989/
https://www.instagram.com/indiana.iai/
http://www.iniai.org/

