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Lab & Scene

ETTER FROM THE EDITOR

As we begin to move toward a new normal, your board mem-

bers have been hard at work to quickly and effectively execute
a 2021 conference. Details and plans are being formed behind the
scenes to comply with current guidelines, as well as being sure to make
everyone feel comfortable and safe if they choose to attend. More de-
tails will be released in the coming months and we want to thank each
and every one of you for being patient during this time and hope that all
are able to attend.

Applications for membership renewal have been sent to members on
our current email list; information regarding paying dues is also includ-
ed. We will be editing our email list soon to include those who are ac-
tive members as well as lifetime members. Anyone who has not re-
newed their 2021 membership, paid dues, or is not a lifetime member,
will be removed from the email list which will indicate you are not ac-
tive. In doing so, you will no longer receive the quarterly newsletter or
the INTAI Educational Conference lower rate. We want to keep every-
one informed and up to date, so please submit your applications and
$20 member renewal fee! Contact Mallory Webb with any questions or
concerns.

Kaitlin Reed, INIAI 2021 Board Member &
Newsletter Editor

INIAI 2021 BOARD MEMBERS

As discussed among the 2020 board members, as well as released in an earlier
issue of the newsletter, due to COVID-19 restrictions and obstacles, it was voted
by board members to retain their positions for the 2021 year. These members
are as follows:

President: Ryan Chappell

Vice President: Kacie Proffitt
Secretary-Treasurer: Mallory Webb
Board Chair: Allyson Connell

Board Members: Brianna Gibbs, Daniel Recker, Kaitlin Reed, Kim Settle-
moir, Amber Timmerman

FORENSIC SCIENCE
TRIVIA

Answers will be revealed in the next
issue!

Who created the term
“Ridgeology?”

T/F: Friction ridges contain seba-
ceous glands.

What does DNA stand for?

When identifying victims of disas-
ters, such as plane and train crash-
es, approximately 93% of identifi-
cations are made on the basis of
what characteristic?

Last issue’s answers on page 6
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A Tennessee man charged in the July 1992 killings of an Indiana woman and her 4-year-old daughter was
linked to the deaths by a new analysis of DNA collected from the mother’s body, court records show.

Victor Lofton, 56, of Humboldt, Tennessee, was charged on Feb. 2 with two counts of murder in the fatal
shootings of Felicia Howard, 21, and her daughter, DenNisha Howard, in their apartment in Gary.

The killings shocked residents in the northwest Indiana city. Howard was found nude and shot in the chest,
lying partially on a mattress as she reached for her daughter who had been shot in the head, according to
court records.

A Lake County magistrate entered not guilty pleas to the murder charges on Lofton’s behalf Wednesday dur-
ing his initial hearing, and appointed a public defender for him. The Associated Press left a message seeking
comment from that attorney Thursday at the county’s public defender’s office.

According to court records unsealed Wednesday, the FBI's Gang Response Investigative Team, or GRIT, se-
cured the charges against Lofton after reopening the case in early 2019.

Those records show GRIT investigators asked the Indiana State Police laboratory to further analyze DNA
found in a sexual assault kit collected from Felicia Howard’s body.

State police determined that the sample in that kit, which had been stored for years, contained DNA from
Howard and an unknown male. Further investigation showed the male’s DNA matched Lofton, and its genet-
ic profile was 1 trillion times more likely to originate from Lofton than from another male, court documents
state.

Investigators later got a warrant for a saliva swab of Lofton, who agreed to give a DNA sample and asked if
“maybe something could be wrong because he watches ‘Forensic Files’ on television,” court records state.
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FORENSICIFILES

No Witnesses. No Leads. No Problem.

) NN ==
THE WORLD’S LONGEST RUNNING
& MOST SUCCESSFUL
TRUE CRIME TV SERIES

Top Ten Creepiest

10.

Forensic Files
Episodes

Season 8, Episode 7—
Last Will

Season 14, Episode 17—
Seeing Red

Season 6, Episode 18—
Bad Blood

Season 7, Episode 21—
Without a Prayer

Season 14, Episode 11—
Water Logged

Season 1, Episode 12—
The List Murders

Season 13, Episode 37—
Writing on the Wall

Season 77, Episode 28—
Cold Storage

Season 13, Episode 11—
Stranger in the Night

Season 11, Episode 34—
If I Were You

The Marion County Sheriff’s Department Patrol Division arrested
Brandy Petty and Chad Bimitross both of Long Beach, California after
they were found to be passed out in the parking lot of a local business.
Upon encountering the couple, Deputies suspected that they were un-
der the influence of drugs. A subsequent search of their vehicle revealed
a firearm and an assortment of controlled substances including, meth-
amphetamine, heroin, prescription pills, marijuana, and other uniden-
tified substances.

After Petty was
placed into a Mari-
on County Patrol
Car, it was deter-
mined that she had
busted up several
bags of white pow-
der that were previ-
ously hidden on
her person. Petty
and Bimitross were
taken to the Mari-
on County Justice
Center for pro-
cessing. During the
booking process,
the arresting deputy as well as two corrections officers were overcome
by a suspected exposure to fentanyl and had to be rushed by other offic-
ers and deputies to Parkridge West Emergency Room for treatment.

The Marion County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Division, the
12th Judicial District Drug Task Force, and the Tennessee Dangerous
Drugs Task Force all responded to the Justice Center to conduct an in-
vestigation as well as to process and package the highly potent sub-
stance.

Based on the initial investigation it is believed that the substance that
caused the law enforcement personnel to become sick is powder fenta-
nyl, however the substance was packaged and will be submitted to the
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation Forensic Lab for an official analysis.

Additional agencies that assisted in saving the lives of the law enforce-
ment personnel and assisted during the hazardous clean up were the
Kimball Police Department, the Jasper Police Department, the Jasper
Fire Department, and Puckett EMS. All law enforcement personnel
have been released from the hospital and are expected to make a full
recovery. Petty and Bimitross remain in the Marion County Justice
Center and are scheduled to appear before Marion County General Ses-
sions Judge Mark Raines for and initial appearance and a bond hearing
on February 22, 2021.
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needs of each step in the evidentiary chain, from field processing.
to transport and storage, to analytical procedures in the laboratory.

« Ductless Fume Hoods

« Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinets

« Automatic Cyanoacrylate Fuming Chambers

« Mobile Forensic Evidence Benches

= DFO and Ninhydrin Fingerprint Development Chambers
« Fingerprint Powder Workstations

« Benchtop Decontamination Chambers

Evidence Storage Cabinets
Swab Drying Cabinets
Mobile Evidence Transporters
Fume Chambers

Review our product offerings at airscience.com/forensics
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Fort Myers, FL 33907 - Toll Free/800.306.0656
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LAST ISSUE’S
ANSWERS

Polilight is used in
forensic investigation

Term “forensic” de-
rives from the Latin
word “forum”

False: A fingerprint
brush is typically
made from camel

hair

The chemical used to
detect blood even if it
is wined s T
DNA evidence has helped Seattle Police Department (SPD) detectives s ?ngly e
identify and arrest a Seattle woman for the death of her newborn son, o
who was found in the trash can of a Lake City gas station restroom in

1997.

On Nov. 20, 1997, police were called to a gas station in the 8700 block of
Lake City Way Northeast after staff found the deceased newborn inside
the restroom.

The King County Medical Examiner determined the child was born alive, s
and SPD detectives began investigating the case as a homicide. oo \

The 23-year-old case captured headlines at the time as police sought to K'T“T?‘ /

identify a woman seen on the gas station’s surveillance cameras. While ]
police received leads at the time, they were unable to identify the woman. \‘
However, investigators were able to obtain DNA evidence from the scene.

This evidence was entered into the Washington State Patrol Crime Lab’s

database, but they did not find a match.

In keeping with SPD’s ongoing commitment to unsolved cases, in 2018,
SPD detectives began re-investigating the death and obtained infor-
mation from a public genealogy website and found a woman who was
both a possible DNA match and fit the description of the woman seen on
the gas station’s surveillance footage. Investigators conducted an under-
cover operation and obtained the woman’s DNA, which was a match for a
sample in the state’s crime lab database.

Investigators interviewed the 50-year-old woman, and, on March 11th,
arrested her and booked her into the King County Jail for Investigation of
homicide.



UPCOMING TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES

Meeting the CSI Effect Head On—Tritech Forensics
WEBINAR | May 10th, 2021

Crime Scene Investigators are called upon to thoroughly document the scenes that they investigate. This documentation
routinely requires the graphical aspect of the scene to be recorded, including photography and sketching. This webinar
will discuss various budget-conscious apps and software suites that can assist the investigator to accomplish these
tasks.

Crime Scene Investigations Workshop—TriTech Forensics

Stuart, FL | June 14-18th, 2021

Crime scene processing is the foundation for successful investigation and prosecution of crimes. Without a thorough
crime scene investigation, key elements of a crime may not be recognized or established. Although each crime scene will
vary slightly, there are essential crime scene investigation practices that can guide crime scene personnel in physical
evidence recovery and methodical documentation. Physical evidence recovered from the crime scene may take various
forms; therefore, having an understanding of the types of physical evidence typically encountered at a crime scene will
aid the investigator in locating and collecting the most valuable evidence. Developing proper documentation and evi-
dence collection practices are critical for any crime scene investigator.

Advanced ACE-V Applications for Fingerprint Examiners—RS & A

Indianapolis, IN| November 8-12th, 2021

This course takes ACE-V to the next level. In the course, we deconstruct ACE-V into the various stages and perform
exercises, individually and as a group, to demonstrate the course material. We will explore significant decisions and
steps during each of the phases of ACE-V: Analysis, Comparison, Evaluation, and Verification.

Courtroom Testimony Techniques—Success Instead of Survival —-RS&A

WEBINAR | April 13-14th

This two day online seminar is specifically designed to aid the student in understanding and accepting the anxiety of
testifying, then taking that concern and channeling it in a positive direction to make them a better witness.

Webinars offered by Evolve Forensics are approved by the IAI for Latent Print Certification and Recertification continu-
ing education hours.

Click on the photograph below to view more training opportunities.

tvolve Forensics

Webinar Schedule

Online Training
for J
Latent Print Examiners |

Find more training opportunities at the websites below:
https://www.theiai.org/training.ph
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html


https://www.tritechtraining.com/store/p14/Meeting-CSI-Effect-Head-On-051021.html
https://www.tritechtraining.com/061421-csiw.html
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18348.pdf
https://www.ronsmithandassociates.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18400.pdf
https://www.theiai.org/training.php
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html
https://evolveforensics.com/webinars/

WE WANT
YOUR
FEEDBACK

Did you enjoy the last
conference?

Learn anything new?

Who was your most and
least favorite speaker?

Did you like the location?

What can we do better
this year?

Please give your feed-
back!

Email: kreed@isp.in.gov

If you have any photos
from past educational
conferences or outings,
please email them; we
would love to share on
our social media pages
and newsletters!

CAN YOU SOLVE THIS RIDDLE?

In the tiny suburb of Green Field, Pennsylvania, a crime was committed.
The adept police quickly narrowed down the suspects to these nine.
During the interrogations, the suspects answered as follows:

Albert

-Edmond is guilty.

Bruce

-It was not Edmond
Connor

-Idid it.

Davey

-It was either Connor or Horace.
Edmond

-Bruce isn't telling the truth.
Forest

-Connor is guilty.

Gunther

-It was not Connor

Horace

-It was neither Connor nor I.
Ian

-Horace is telling the truth. And it wasn't Edmond, either.

But only three of the suspects are telling the truth. Six are lying. Who

committed the crime?
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PRODUCTS FOR THE DETECTION AND EXAMINATION OF FORENSIC EVIDENCE

Questioned Fingerprint DNA & Alternate
Document Detection & Trace Evidence Light
Examination Enhancement Analysis Sources

T IMPROVE

- the Quality of
FORENSIC
EVIDENCE

] foster+freeman produce innovative new

, J1
s ik s technologies for the examination of fingerprints,
"“ “‘“ ‘ ‘ “‘. ‘ ‘ ‘l questioned documents, shoe prints, DNA and

trace evidence.
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Used by police forces and forensic experts
worldwide, foster+freeman products can help
STUDY IDENTIFIES NEW IR you detect more evidence than ever before

FLUORESCENT POWDER
AMONGST MOST EFFECTIVE
FINGERPRINT PROCESSES

British Home Office researchers at the Centre
for Applied Science and Technology (CAST)
have ranked fpNatural powders amongst the
most effective new techniques for developing
fingermarks. Safe to use and easily applied,
fpNatural powders emit a bright infrared
fluorescence, which when viewed with a
IR-sensitive camera, reveal high contrast
fingerprints with exceptional clarity of detail.

find out more at fosterfreeman.com



NEW TECHNOLOGY TO
Reveal the Invisible

Crime-lite°’UVI/IR

A new range of Crime-lite® forensic light
sources, with UV-Vis-IR camera attachment,
enable crime scene and laboratory examiners
to detect traces of evidence beyond the limits
of human vision.

IR and Reflected-UV examination can reveal:

Latent Fingerprints

Blood on Dark Fabrics

Traces of Gun Shot Residue
The Application of Fresh Paint

Dont miss a
single innovation

@fosterfreeman

foster+freeman

usoffice@fosterfreeman.com www.fosterfreeman.com telephone : 888 445 5048




OCT imaging has been widely used in the medical and biomedical fields, recognized as transforming
the field of clinical ophthalmology, and this research published in Science & Justice has now identi-
fied its capabilities for forgery detection use.

This was a joint study between the Applied Optics Group (PDRA Dr Manuel Marques and Professor
Adrian Podoleanu) and the Forensic Group (Reader Robert Green OBE) in the University of Kent's
School of Physical Sciences, while working alongside the forensics science technology company, Fos-
ter + Freeman (Dr Roberto King). The work demonstrates that OCT can perform quantitative, non-
destructive, high resolution sub-surface analysis of multi-layered identification document, with a
high imaging throughput and high-density volume. The technology typically takes less than 10 sec-
onds to detect counterfeit documentation.

The researchers have assessed the security features in
specimen passports and national ID cards. The OCT
technology exposed the documentation's translucent

structures, non-destructively enabling quantitative
visualization of embedded security features.

The large number of fraudulent identity documents in
circulation continues to be a concern for the UK Gov-
ernment, with organized, transnational crime and the
threat of criminals and terrorists crossing internation-
al borders undetected still a threat. Passport fraud re-
mains one of the greatest threats to global security.
While an increasing number of security features have
been introduced by authorities in the latest generation
of identification documents (such as several layers of
polycarbonate), this sophistication can make the abil-
ity to distinguish legitimate from counterfeit documents an ever-evolving challenge. Therefore, this
presents an unmet and evolving need to identify such sophisticated forgeries, in a non-destructive,
high throughput manner.

Robert Green OBE, said: 'As documents become harder to forge, so does the sophistication of forgery
detection. Although more secure than their predecessors, the latest generation of identity documents
manufactured using polycarbonate layers remain susceptible to counterfeiting. Fraudsters tend to
adopt tactics such as copying paper or polycarbonate, reproducing documents and hologram images
using sophisticated computer technology before re-laminating. Any of these tactics will affect the in-
ner structure of a document, showing the importance of its subsurface characterization and the bene-
fit that OCT can provide to identify such tampering.'

Dr King said: 'We believe that the application of OCT can be used by multiple stakeholders in the
field, especially forensic scientists working to validate suspected counterfeit documents and docu-
ment manufacturers as a non-destructive method of quality control. OCT can preserve evidence
11 which may be useful for criminal investigations, as well as prevent the unnecessary destruction of
legitimate documents which may have been previously flagged as suspected forgeries.'



Last year, Homeland Security Investi-
gations (HSI) identified and rescued more
than 1,000 child exploitation victims from
predators involved in the production, distri-
bution and possession of child pornography.
Wounded, ill or injured veterans are being
trained and hired as computer forensic ana-
lysts to assist HSI in those investigations
through the HERO Corps Program.

The HERO, or Human Exploitation
Rescue Operative corps is an annual initiative
managed by the HSI Cyber Crimes Center in
partnership with the Department of Defense
(DOD) and the National Association to Pro-
tect Children (PROTECT). Wounded vets and
transitioning service members can apply
through April 9 for the HERO Corps Program
internship for fiscal year 2021.

HERO interns work in support roles
with HSI special agents to help rescue victims,
prosecute predators and prevent crimes of
child sexual exploitation. The paid federal
program enlists veterans to train and work as
computer forensic analysts on child exploita-
tion investigations.

“The HERO Corps represents a
unique opportunity for America’s veterans to
continue their life of service by contributing to
HSTI’s critical mission of protecting our na-
tion’s children,” said HSI Cyber Crime Center
Deputy Assistant Director Stephanie L.
Hampton. “The mission focused skillsets vet-
erans bring from military service are particu-
larly suited to HST’s fight against child exploi-
tation and are an invaluable asset for our
agency.”

The intent of the internship program
is to recruit, train and potentially hire quali-
fied candidates to full-time permanent posi-
tions as computer forensic analysts assisting

special agents in locations around the country.

However, full-time employment is not guar-
anteed.

Interested applicants must go
to ice.gov/hero to apply. The website also pro-
vides information on eligibility requirements,
training, benefits, potential job locations, a
timeline of events and frequently asked ques-
tions.

12


https://www.ice.gov/hero

INIAI

The Indiana Division of the IAI was
chartered July 29, 1994. This organiza-
tion was established as a not-for-profit
organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investiga-
tion, examination, and identification for
the following purposes:

% To encourage communication
and the sharing of ideas and
information among the forensic
science and criminal justice
communities.

% To keep members advised of the
latest developments in the foren-
sic and identification sciences.

% To encourage research into new
methods and techniques of foren-
sic investigation, examination
and identification.

% To encourage professionalism

and high standards in the fields
of forensic investigation, exami-
nation and identification.

INIAI

Follow Us on Social Media
Facebook: INTAI
Instagram: Indiana.iai

Website: INIAI
Member Password: iniai

BNA Dry,
OVNAL AS oS/
P

Our Secretary—Treasurer, Mallory Webb, recently sent out 2021 renewal applications for
current INIAT members. Upon completion of the application, the form should be returned
to Mallory along with the $20 yearly dues each member is responsible for, by May 1st,
2021.

If there is anyone you may know who would be interested in joining the Indiana Division
of the IAI, all membership information can be found here.

New members will need to fill out an application and send a payment of $20 in the form
of check, money order or through the Division’s PayPal.

Please send any and all questions regarding membership, applications, and renewals to

MWebb@isp.in.gov.

To submit physical applications, renewals, or payments please send them to:

Mallory Webb
19411 Hwy 41 North
Evansville, IN 47725

Read the bylaws.

Read the constitution.

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any
articles, news, personal achievements, retirements,
promotions, photos, cartoons, etc. to:

Kaitlin Reed
kreed @isp.in.gov



http://www.iniai.org/membership.html
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=eddbf8e0ec923&mfid=1583251849453_eddbf8e0ec923#/checkout/openButton
mailto:mwebb@isp.in.gov
http://www.iniai.org/by-laws.html
http://www.iniai.org/uploads/7/3/0/1/73017799/iai_constitution_revised_2008.pdf
mailto:kreed@isp.in.gov
https://www.facebook.com/groups/75478534989/
https://www.instagram.com/indiana.iai/
http://www.iniai.org/

