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Hello everyone, 

It was such a privilege to serve as your 2017 
INIAI President.  I want to thank all the board 
members for their time and dedication in 
preparation for the conference.  I hope that 
everyone enjoyed themselves at the 24th Annual 
Educational Conference in Wabash, IN.  I 
received great feedback on the speakers and the 
venue.  Please remember that if you want to put 
any input into next year’s conference or want to 
add additional feedback, please email me.  

I look forward to serving as the 2018 Board 
Chair and assisting the new President Daniel 
Recker.   I am confident he will lead our 
organization this next year and put on a great conference.  Thank you 
again and I will see you all at the next conference! 

I want to wish all the members and their families a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

 

Sincerely,  

Kacie Proffitt 
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2017 INIAI Board Members 

A huge thanks to all who attended the 
2017 conference! 
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New fingerprint algorithm helps ID bodies 
found decades ago 

By Scott McFetridge, The Associated Press, Oct 31, 2017 

(Link to article) 

 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Just after Thanksgiving Day in 1983, James Downey dropped off 
his older brother, John, at a Houston bus station, then quickly turned away so neither the 
police nor a motorcycle gang affiliated with his brother could later demand details about 
where the bus was headed.  

For 34 years, he didn’t hear a word about him. Then this spring Downey received a heart-
breaking call, one that more than 200 families across the country have gotten in the last 
few months since the FBI began using new fingerprint technology to resolve identity cas-
es dating back to the 1970s. 

Authorities reported that the remains of a man found beaten to death decades ago along a 
brushy path in Des Moines, 800 miles away, had been identified as his brother. 

“We always figured something had happened to him,” James Downey said from his home 
in Houston. “We all assumed he’d got killed somewhere or died in an accident.” 

Since launching the new effort in February, the FBI and local medical examiner offices 
have identified 204 bodies found between 1975 and the late 1990s. The cases stretch 
across the country, with the largest number in Arizona, California, New York, Florida and 
Texas. 

“We didn’t know the actual potential success. We were hoping to identify a few cases, 
maybe five or 10,” said Bryan Johnson, a manager in the FBI’s Latent Fingerprint Sup-
port Unit who proposed the effort. “We’re really proud that we found another way of do-
ing this.” 

Under the new program, Johnson and eight others in the FBI unit ran fingerprints from 
about 1,500 bodies through a new computer algorithm that could make matches from 
low-quality prints or even a single finger or thumb. Previously, the standard algorithm 
typically needed quality prints from all 10 fingers to make a match.  

The unit is now urging local authorities to search through other old case files and send in 
smudged or partial prints that couldn’t previously be matched. 

The FBI’s newfound ability was key to the Des Moines case because by the time Downey’s 
body was found in February 1984, it had been buried under snow and dirt for months 
and was severely decomposed. Authorities sought the public’s help in identifying the 
body, including publishing drawings of distinctive tattoos in the local newspaper, but no 
one came forward. 

“We know he was murdered and dumped in this area but Des Moines police never really 
developed any leads on it and basically forgot about the case,” county Medical Examiner 
Greg Schmunk said.  

https://www.apnews.com/d8df63cb35864715a78c16620b197cb3
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It was one of several cases that medical examiner investigators called “shelf dwellers,” re-
ferring to cremated remains that would sit for decades on storage shelves. 

But the fact that this was a homicide and the unusual tattoos — including a skeleton clad 
in Nazi garb and a cartoon figure wearing a hat and smoking a cigarette — prompted in-
vestigators to rummage through police archives and resubmit the single available thumb-
print into the Missing and Unidentified Persons System, called NamUs. 

They were shocked months later when the FBI’s Johnson called to confirm they had 
matched the thumbprint to prints of Downey taken after an earlier arrest in Texas. 

About 40 percent of the identifications through the FBI’s new process have been cases in 
Arizona. Most are people who died while attempting to make the dangerous desert cross-
ing from Mexico. 

Bruce Anderson, the forensic anthropologist for Pima County, Arizona, keeps more than 
1,000 unidentified person charts filed along his office wall. 

“If you can remove one of these charts, have one family reach out to you to confirm an 
identity, some of that weight on us is removed,” Anderson said. 

In nearby Yuma County, Arizona, the FBI fingerprint initiative enabled authorities to fi-
nally identify a young woman whose body was found in 1999 near the Colorado River, 
where she was killed with a shotgun blast to her face. 

For Sgt. Ryland Croutch, the identification of the victim as 18-year-old Angel McAllister, 
through a match with an earlier smudged print, was a relief. He’d been assigned to the 
killing only a few years after starting his job with the Yuma County sheriff’s office, and as 
the years passed had promised himself that he’d discover her identity before retiring. 

“She was such a pretty young girl,” said Crouch, now 58. “And it sounds like she was 
smart, but she had some demons, people she liked to hang out with who were danger-
ous.” He said he’s hopeful that investigators now can find leads to her killer. 

Aden Naka, assistant director for forensics investigation in New York City, said many of 
the new identifications there were of bodies found in water, with some dating back to the 
early 1990s. Once they had a match, Naka said, staffers tried to find relatives or aid a 
criminal investigation if one is open. 

“This matters tremendously,” Naka said. “Everyone deserves a name.” 
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           Check Out the New Website! 
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 Find information on upcoming 
conferences, trainings, and events 

 Learn about the INIAI’s members and 
history 

  Explore links to vendors, employment 
opportunities, and other forensic 
science  resources 

 Access member only information such 
as the directory, newsletters, meeting 
minutes, by-laws, and constitution 

Members Only Page 
The members only page is still under construction! 
However, you can still access everything using the 

password iniai (all lowercase). To access the 

directory, newsletters, minutes, by-laws, and 
constitution, simply click on any of the tabs (as seen 
in the image to the right). It will ask for your 
password, and once entered, you will have access to 
all the tabs! 
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Quality Assurance for Latent Print Examiners  
Dates TBD (40 hours) 
Deborah Smith, CLPE 

This course is designed to provide participants with the quality management 
principles, techniques, tools, and skills for on-the-job applications useful in 
latent print disciplines, including auditing principles for potential or existing 

accreditation, techniques for the recognition and defense of bias, and successful 
curriculum vitae development. During this course, participants will learn 

comprehensive methods of quality control improvements for error reduction, 
including the establishment of recommended guidelines for reporting, 

documentation, and testimony to ensure examiner competency and proficiency.  

 
Please click the course title for more information.  

If you are interested in attending this course, please contact 
Marcus Montooth at mmontooth@isp.in.gov 

Board Members 

Shane Slack (Board Chair) 

E-mail: sslack@aurora.in.us  

Lorinda Gibbs  

Email: lgibbs@isp.in.gov 

Nik Havert 

E-mail: nhavert@nappaneepolice.com 

Rod Vawter 

E-mail: rvawter@greenfieldin.org       

Brett St. Clair 

E-mail:  ppd5505@gmail.com 

Danny Williams 

Email: dwilliams@greenfieldin.org 

  

President 
Kacie Proffitt 

Email: kproffitt@isp.in.gov 

 

Vice President 

Daniel Recker 

E-mail:  

Daniel.Recker@indy.gov 

 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sean Matusko 

E-mail: smatusko@isp.in.gov 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

Allyson Connell (Webmaster) 

E-mail: aconnell@isp.in.gov 

Stephanie Snodgrass 

E-mail: ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 

 

 

2017 INIAI Board Members 

Upcoming Local Training 
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President: Daniel Recker 
Vice President: Rod Vawter 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investigation, examination, and identification for the following 

purposes: 

 To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information 
among the forensic science and criminal justice communities. 

 To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic and 
identification sciences. 

 To encourage research into new methods and techniques of forensic in-
vestigation, examination and identification. 

 To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of forensic 
investigation, examination and identification. 

Volume 21, Issue 4 Page 18 

Board Chair: Kacie Proffitt 
Board Member: Lorinda Gibbs 
Board Member: Brett St. Clair 

Board Member: Danny Williams 
Board Member: Dale Diefenderfer 

Board Member: Linda Bailey 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor: Allyson Connell 
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2018 INIAI Board 



Allyson Connell 

aconnell@isp.in.gov 

allysondagnon@ymail.com 
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2017 Indiana Division of the IAI Conference 
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Stephanie Snodgrass 

ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any ar ticles, news, 
personal achievements, retirements, promotions,  photos, cartoons, etc. to: 

mailto:adagnon@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI
mailto:allysondagnon@ymail.com?subject=INIAI
mailto:sjohnson@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Newsletter

