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Conference Sneak Peek 
 

Behavioral Evidence as an Investigative Aid to Crime Solving 
Keynote Speaker – Dr. James Reese 
 

A pioneer profiler with the FBI’s Behavioral Science Unit, Dr. Reese began profiling crime scenes in 1977.  He worked 

with the cast of the Silence of the Lambs, and it is alleged that the television character “Dr. Spencer Reid” on Criminal 

Minds portrays the pioneering profiling role Dr. Reese had while in the FBI.  He is the coauthor of the first-ever article 

written on profiling.  He is a Board Certified Expert in Traumatic Stress, Certified Workplace Violence Consultant, and 

is a Fellow of the American Academy of Experts in Traumatic Stress.  He retired as Assistant Unit Chief of the FBI Be-

havioral Science Unit.   

 

 

Summary of Presentation: 

Behavioral evidence (profiling) as an investigative aid to crime solving is a presentation designed for experienced, 

“seasoned”, officers, agents, investigators, detectives, and specialists.  Also known as “offender profiling”, it is an 

investigative tool that is intended to help investigators accurately predict and profile the characteristics of unknown 

subjects (UNSUBS) or offenders.  “Offender profiling” is also known as criminal profiling, criminal personality profil-

ing, criminological profiling, behavioral profiling, or criminal investigative analyses.   The major elements of this 

presentation include, but are not limited to: the evolution of profiling, a brief history of law enforcement psychology 

as it related to crime scenes and criminal behavior, the value of criminology, crime scene “tells” are identified that 

reveal personality types, the three main goals of criminal profiling are discussed, the five procedural steps in generat-

ing a profile are explained, and a discussion of the relationship of a law enforcement practitioners offender profiling 

to that of a clinical approach of offender profiling.  
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High Profile Case Studies 
Speaker: Shahna Richman, FBI Special Agent – retired  
 

Shahna M. Richman spent eighteen (18) years in law enforcement, retiring as a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation in November 2007.  She received her M.S. in Forensic Science in 1996 from the Dr. Henry C. Lee Insti-

tute of Forensic Science Studies and Research at the University of New Haven, also completing specialized training in 

the field of Forensic Pathology at Yale University Medical School.   

As an FBI Agent, Shahna’s investigations included matters of terrorism, foreign counterintelligence, civil rights viola-

tions, bank robbery, extortion, kidnapping, fugitive, organized crime and drug-trafficking.  Shahna held specialty as-

signments as an Evidence Response Team (ERT) member, Hazardous Materials Response Team (HMRT) member, and 

Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Tactical Paramedic.  AS a member of the FBI’s ERT, Shahna was charged with the 

processing of countless major crime scenes throughout the world.   

Throughout her law enforcement career, Shahna provided leadership and Forensic Science education and training ser-

vices to federal, state, municipal, and international agencies and partners, to include law enforcement officers from 

over 24 countries.  In retirement, she continues to teach Forensic Science and works as a private security consultant.   

 

 

Summary of Presentation: 

High Profile cases present a unique and often difficult set of circumstances to manage.  Major cases generate attention 

beyond the norm that creates a dynamic between the media, the public, and law enforcement that can be extremely 

difficult to control.  Despite the best efforts put forth during the investigation of high profile cases, it is not always 

possible to anticipate every variable and consequently the stumbling blocks that inevitably arise.  This presentation 

will feature several high profile cases, including the crash of United Airlines Flight 93 on September 11, 2001, the 

Judge Joan Lefkow family homicides and the exhumation of Emmett Louis till. 
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Amy Weidner Case Study 
Speaker: William Carter, Detective Sergeant  

   Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department 
 

Sgt. Carter is currently the Nuisance Abatement Supervisor in charge of combating nuisance locations in the City of 

Indianapolis.  These nuisance locations include licensed and unlicensed business alike as well as nuisances in the 

neighborhoods with frequent 911 callers or high weeds and trash.  Whether working with Code Enforcement for zon-

ing or license issues or Health & Hospital for trash, weeds, and environmental issues, the goal is the same: quality of 

life for the residents of Marion County and the City of Indianapolis.  Using social media outlets, Sgt. Carter is able to 

locate flyers and videos posted advertising events that are prone to violence at these bars and nightclubs.  There are 

several bars, nightclubs, unlicensed/illegal businesses that have been shut down due to the diligence of Sgt. Carter 

and his commitment to the citizens.  Sgt. Carter is also one of few Police Bloodhound Handlers in Indiana that are 

called upon to search for missing people.  Using “Grace”, Sgt. Carter has found several missing people including an 

abducted baby since beginning a Bloodhound Tracking Team in 2007.  Sgt. Carter receives no compensation for his 

bloodhound and funds the program on his own.  Sgt. Carter lives in Indianapolis with his wife of 22 years and his two 

children.    

 

 
Summary of Presentation: 

On November 13, 1989, sixteen year old Amy Weidner awaken to a sore throat and decided to stay home from school.  

Amy was the mother of two year old Emily, who also stayed home that day.  After many attempts of trying to call Amy, 

Gloria Weidner returned home at noon to find Amy strangled, raped, and lying dead across her bed.  Emily was found 

wandering the second floor and told Gloria that she had saw Amy being mean to a man.  

 

A search of the residence found only a car stereo missing and some cash.  Several persons of interest were quickly 

developed, including the neighbor who had the stereo prior to the homicide.  The strongest clue, a right hand print 

left in blood on the wall above Amy’s head.  

After several years of investigating, the case went cold.  In 2012, the Indianapolis Star ran a story about the murder of 

Amy Weidner and updated viewers on the life of two year old Emily.  The story encouraged friends of the Weidner fam-

ily to create a Facebook page to honor the life of Amy Weidner.  The page attracted the interest of IMPD cold case de-

tectives who wanted to know more about Facebook, which led to Det. Sgt. William Carter being consulted.  Sgt. 

Carter’s interest in the case led to the arrest of a family friend who left the palm print on the wall in Amy’s blood.   
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Aliahana Marie Lemmon Homicide Case Study 
Presenters: Det. Sgt. John Zagelmeier, Allen County Sheriff’s Department 

  Det. Cpl. Brian L. Sell, Allen County Sheriff’s Department 

  Cpl. Cary Fries, Allen County Sheriff’s Department  

 

Detective Sergeant John Zagelmeier: 

John Zagelmeier has a bachelor’s degree in business administration from Central Michigan University.  He 

joined the Allen County Police Department (ACPD) in 1001 as a reserve police officer while working as the Terri-

tory Manager of the northern half of Indiana for Lifetouch National School Studios.   

In 1997, he made the decision to move full time into the law enforcement field and was hired as a sworn officer 

by ACPD.  Upon completing the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy with honors and earning the Indiana Sher-

iff’s Association Scholastic Award for having the highest grade point average for all four academy classes in 

1997, he returned to work as a sworn officer in the Allen County Jail.  In 1998,    Zagelmeier was transferred to 

the Communications Division and worked there as a dispatcher until being promoted to Detective Corporal in 

1999.   

 

Detective Zagelmeier is a Certified Instructor through the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.  In 2001, he be-

came a Certified Polygraphist after successfully completing polygraph school in 2000.  Detective Zagelmeier has 

since completed over 2,500 polygraph examinations for ACPD, Indiana State Police, Michigan State Police, Ken-

tucky State Police, FBI, US Marshal’s Service and numerous local and county law enforcement agencies, as well 

as Adult and Juvenile Probation Departments in northeast Indiana.  He is also certified to conduct polygraph 

testing of post-convicted sex offenders.  

 

Detective Zagelmeier joined the Allen County Coroner’s Office as a Deputy Coroner in 2001 and became a Certi-

fied Medicolegal Death Investigator in 2002.  He is also the ACPD representative on the Allen County Child Death 

Review Team.  He is a Certified Field Training Officer for the ACPD.  Detective Zagelmeier has attended multiple 

homicide investigation courses, including the two week course at the University of Louisville’s Southern Police 

Institute.   
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(continued) 

 

Detective Corporal Brian L. Sell: 

Detective Sell is a veteran of the United States Air Force where he served as a Security Police Officer.  Det. Sell is 

a graduate of the Fort Wayne campus of Purdue University with an associate’s degree in Organizational Leader-

ship.  Det. Sell worked as a confinement officer at the Allen County Jail from 1996 – 2001.  In 2001, he was 

sworn on as an Allen County Police Officer.  From 2001 – 2006, Det. Sell worked at the Allen County Jail as the 

supervisor in charge of inmate transportation.  

In July of 2006, Det. Sell was promoted to Detective in the Allen County Police Criminal Investigations Division, 

where he specialized in crimes against children.  Det. Sell is certified in Undercover Internet Investigations.  He 

is also a certified instructor through the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.  Det. Sell joined the Allen county 

Coroner’s Office as a deputy coroner and became a Medicolegal Death Investigator in April 2008.  In 2011, Det. 

Sell was appointed Detective for the Allen County Fire Arson Specialized Team (F.A.S.T).  He works with area fire 

departments on the investigation and prosecution of arson cases.   

 

Corporal Cary Fries: 

Corporal Cary Fries is currently a police officer with the Allen County Police Department and has been since 

1992.  He is a member of the Allen County Police Department’s SWAT team.  Cpl. Fries is a certified instruction 

through the Indiana Law Enforcement Training Board, is a certified Medicolegal Death Investigator, and a crime 

scene investigator.  Cpl. Fries has become certified in clandestine laboratories through the DEA, and he has ob-

tained his Advanced Open Water SCUBA certification.   

 

 
Summary of Presentation:  

Aliahana (Ali) Lemmon went missing from her babysitter’s residence in Fort Wayne, Indiana on December 23, 

2011.  A massive and exhaustive search covered by both local and national media found no evidence of her dis-

appearance.  Ali’s family dynamics and the relationships within their group of “friends” led to simultaneous 

polygraph examinations of Ali’s mother, step-father, and babysitter which ultimately led to the conclusion of 

the case.   
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PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

The Indiana Division of the International Association for Identification is announcing our annual PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST, which will be held at 

our educational conference in October. This is your chance to show off your photography abilities from either a “FORENSIC” case or something more 

“PERSONAL” (i.e. nature or family).   Prizes will be awarded for the top entries in both categories. 

REQUIREMENTS: 

Maximum of two submissions per person 

Black and white, color, film and/or digital are all acceptable 

Photo size minimum 8” x 10”, maximum size 20 x 24 

Each submission should be mounted on foam or card board without borders and should include a brief description of the 

photo, the type of media used, and any other significant information needed to explain the picture. 

 Participants should submit any entries at the conference registration area no later than 4:00PM on Monday, October 13th.  The winning 

entries will be announced on Wednesday, October 15th.  The participants will be responsible for picking up entries following the 

awards. 

**Please email the registration forms to Chuck McMichael at lmcmichael@greenfieldin.org by  October 3, 2014. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST REGISTRATION FORM 

Participant’s name:                 

Agency:                   

Phone Number:                 

Email:                   

Number of photographs submitting (maximum of 2):        

Brief description of each photo:  

1. Forensic/Professional or  Personal 2.   Forensic/Professional  or   Personal     

                          

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

                                                                                  2013 Winner: Chuck McMichael  

mailto:lmcmichael@greenfieldin.org
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Attention: 

We want your  

Feedback! 

Did you enjoy the last               

conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and least     

favorite speaker? 

Remember to review the changes to the 

Bylaws and the Lifetime Membership 

Proposal before the luncheon 
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Board Members 

Lorinda Gibbs (Board Chair)           

Email: lgibbs@isp.in.gov 

 

Chuck McMichael 

E-mail: lmcmichael@greenfieldin.org  

 

Shane Slack 

E-mail: sslack@aurora.in.us 

 

President 

Rodney Vawter 

E-mail: rvawter@greenfieldin.org 

Vice President 

Wally Lewis 

E-mail: 

wlewis@dearborncounty.in.gov 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sean Matusko 

E-mail: smatusko@isp.in.gov 

Tom Pitzen 

E-mail:  

thomas.pitzen@cityoffortwayne.org 

 
Ryan Chappell 

E-mail: rchappell@greenfieldin.org  

 
Kacie Proffitt 

E-mail: kproffitt@isp.in.gov 

 

2014 Officers and Board Members Contact Information 

Upcoming Local Training 

Know of  any upcoming 
training? Email me at 
aconnell@isp.in.gov to 
include it in the next  
newsletter. 

Course: Analysis of Distortion in Latent Prints 

Workshop 
Dates: 

April 23 - 24, 2015 

Time: 0800 - 1700 

Location: Indiana State Police Laboratory 

550 West 16
th
 Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 

Registration 
Fee: 

$250.00 

 

mailto:sslack@aurora.in.us
mailto:rvawter@greenfieldin.org
mailto:wlewis@dearborncounty.in.gov
mailto:smatusko@isp.in.gov
mailto:kproffitt@isp.in.gov
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President: Rodney Vawter 

Vice President: Wally Lewis 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko 

Board Chair: Lorinda Gibbs 

Board Member: Ryan Chappel 

Board Member: Thomas Pitzen 

Board Member: Shane Slack 

Board Member: Kacie Proffitt 

Board Member: Chuck McMichael 

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor: Allyson Connell 

2014 INIAI Officers and Board 

The Indiana Division of  the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit 

organization to associate persons working in the fields 

of  forensic investigation, examination, and identifica-

tion for the following purposes: 

 To encourage communication and the sharing of  

ideas and information among the forensic science 

and criminal justice communities. 

 To keep members advised of  the latest develop-
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2013 Indiana Division of  the  

IAI Conference 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any 

articles, news, personal achievements, retire-

ments, promotions,  photos,       

cartoons, etc. to: 

Editor: Allyson Connell 

           aconnell@isp.in.gov 

           allysondagnon@ymail.com 

 

mailto:adagnon@isp.in.gov
mailto:allysondagnon@ymail.com

