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Letter from the President: 

Hello INIAI members, 

 

I would like to thank the members of the INIAI for giving me the opportunity to serve as your 

2017 president. I have been a board member since 2013 and served as the 2016 Vice President. I 

am looking forward to serving as President this year and working with all of the dedicated board 

members. We had a great group of individuals who served on the board last year and I would like 

to thank all of them for their hard work and time that it takes to plan an educational conference. 

 

Thank You to the following: Shane Slack (President), Wally Lewis (Board Chair), Sean Matusko 

(Secretary/Treasurer), Lorinda Gibbs (Board Member), Nik Havert (Board Member) Danny Wil-

liams (Board Member), Daniel Recker (Board Member), Robert Knapp (Board Member) , Allyson 

Connell (Web Master/Newsletter Editor) and Stephanie Snodgrass (Newsletter Co-editor).   

The 2017 Board has one new addition that we are very excited to work with, Brett St. Clair. We 

have also gained back former President Rod Vawter. 

 

I would like to announce the 2017 Annual Education Conference location and dates. This year's 

conference will be held at The Charley Creek Inn located at 111 W. Market St, Wabash, Indiana. 

The 2017 Conference will be held September 27th, 28th and 29th. Hotel rooms have been blocked 

off for anyone wishing to stay at the Charley Creek Inn. Advise the Hotel that you are with INIAI 

to be placed within the block of rooms and to receive the discounted room rate of $91.00 per night 

beginning Tuesday September 26th, thru Thursday September 28th. 

 

We have decided on the location fairly quickly with having a tour this past November!  I am excit-

ed to bring the conference to my small hometown. We also decided to change things up a bit and 

go with the conference being held on Wednesday through Friday.  We are now working on book-

ing speakers for the 3 day conference.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions and/or concerns or new ideas. I can be reached by 

email at:  kproffitt@isp.in.gov 

 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the 2017 INIAI Education Conference in Wabash, Indiana! 

 

Sincerely, 

Kacie Proffitt 

mailto:kproffitt@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI
mailto:nhavert@nappaneepolice.com?subject=INIAI
mailto:smatusko@isp.in.gov
mailto:kproffitt@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI
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 Complimentary Use of the Wabash Co. YMCA, a short walk away! 

 On-site dining: Twenty Restaurant and The Green Hat Lounge 

 On-site shops: The Ice Cream & Candy Shoppe and the Wine & Cheese Shoppe  

 30 rooms, including 3 suites 

 Downtown Wabash location near boutiques, wineries, museums, and parks 

 Six meeting spaces and an outdoor patio 

Lab & Scene 

To Book Call: 

260-200-3996  

Use code: INIAI   

2017 Annual Conference Sept. 27th-29th 
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Virtual Crime Scenes Among Features of Waukegan PD 
Forensic Scanner 

Mon, 01/09/2017-10:26 AM by Erin Gallagher, The Chicago Tribune 

The Waukegan Police Department is one of only 

three law enforcement agencies that have a three-

dimensional forensic scanner that can virtually re-

create crime scenes or crashes, authorities said. 

The Faro Focus 3-D scanner attaches to a tripod 

and rotates 360 degrees, painting the room with 

infrared light, said David Dustin of the Georgia-

based Dustin Forensics, who trained Waukegan 

police personnel how to use it. 

The accompanying software will then connect a 

series of video-type scans to create a virtually 

realistic model of a scene within 2 millimeters 

accuracy, he said. 

"The selling point for us (is) it's a time-saving 

factor," said Waukegan police Lt. Edward 

Fitzgerald. "For us, it saves on overtime." 

Using the scanner is simple because it easily attaches to a tripod in a just a few moments, Dustin said. 

Previously, Waukegan police used either hand-held measuring tapes or a Leica Total Station laser measuring 

device, which first had to be balanced on the tripod to use. 

"That thing was a nightmare to set up," said Fitzgerald, who is the commander of both the department's traffic 

division and major crime scene unit. 

The Leica also gathered 50 to 300 points of measurement, whereas the new Faro scanner gathers millions of 

measurements. Each scan takes six to eight minutes, Dustin said. 

Police then move the tripod to a different point for another scan. While the scan takes place, police are able to 

do other tasks. Then, after the software re-creates the scene, police can take measurements, such as the 

distance between two shell casings, or between a corpse and a weapon, simply by clicking on two points with 

a computer mouse. Police can use the software to gather any measurements they may have missed on the 

actual scene, Fitzgerald said. 

Once the virtual 3-D scene is created, the final product can be downloaded onto a thumb drive with any 

accompanying documents, such as police reports, and turned over to prosecuting attorneys in an uneditable 

format that can't be manipulated, Dustin said. 

The scanner can be used at night or in the dark. It creates a black-and-white scan of an area, which Dustin used 

in an underground bunker case in Texas, he said. The scanner also reveals blood stains that can be easily 

disguised by dark clothing, Fitzgerald said. 

"We definitely do a lot of nighttime crime scenes, so it definitely benefits us to have the nighttime 

capabilities," Fitzgerald said. 

The Waukegan Police Department recently purchased a 3-dimensional scanner 

to gather evidence at crashes and crime scenes, said Lieutenant Edward 

Fitzgerald, shown here demonstrating the scanner. (Waukegan Police 

Department) 
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(continued from page 4) 

The sophisticated software also allows the viewer to rotate around within a scene, get different perspectives and 

re-create events, such as a rollover crash, Fitzgerald said. He added the device can also show the trajectory of a 

bullet and can take the viewer through a wall like a ghost to follow the path of a bullet. Viewers can zoom in on 

any point captured by the scan to see close-up detail. 

Showing proximity is described by users as an important benefit of the scanner. Dustin testified in 2016 in the 

trial of Justin Ross Harris, the man convicted of leaving his toddler in a car in the heat. Dustin showed jurors a 

virtual re-creation of the car and how closely the toddler's car seat was to the driver, he said. 

Because of the accuracy, the virtual scenes have so far been accepted by the courts, which helps prosecution in a 

case, Dustin said. Another benefit is that court costs may be lessened because attorneys won't waste time litigat-

ing facts proven by the scans, he said. 

"I think it would offer more veracity to an officer's observations," Fitzgerald said. "I can't think of a way it can be 

manipulated." 

The public benefits because the scans can verify if an officer is telling the truth, giving more accountability and 

credibility to an officer, he said. 

The only downsides, other than the cost and the learning curve, is that shiny surfaces, such as chrome, occasion-

ally can interfere with the infrared light, Fitzgerald said. 

Waukegan police spent about $80,000 for the scanner, tripod, hand-held scanner, software and training, Fitzger-

ald said. He added that funding came from the Shawna Fund, named after a girl killed by a drunk driver. People 

convicted of driving while intoxicated pay an additional fine to the fund "to use for equipment purchases and en-

forcement efforts related to traffic and DUI enforcement," he said. 

"The use of the 3-D scanner will help our department cut processing costs in the long run, as it is mostly automat-

ed," said Waukegan police Chief Wayne Walles. "The final product is very impressive in that it perfectly re-

creates a scene, and that helps in our investigative analysis as well as courtroom presentation." 

The scanner was purchased in October, and in November, six officers underwent training from the major traffic 

accidents and major crime scene units. Within hours after the training ended, Waukegan police were called to a 

scene where the scanner was put to use. Since then, it's been used about five times, Fitzgerald said. 

Erin Gallagher is a freelance reporter for the News-Sun. Copyright © 2017, Lake County News-Sun  

Lab & Scene 

“Science is simply common sense at its best.” 

 

Thomas Huxley 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lake-county-news-sun/


           Check Out the New Website! 
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 Find information on upcoming conferences, 

trainings, and events 

 Learn about the INIAI’s members and 

history 

  Explore links to vendors, employment 

opportunities, and other forensic science  

resources 

 Access member only information such as 

the directory, newsletters, meeting minutes, 

by-laws, and constitution 

Members Only Page 
To access the directory, newsletters, 

minutes, by-laws, and constitution, 

simply click on any of the tabs (as 

seen in the image to the right). It will 

ask for your password (“iniai” all 

lowercase), and once entered, you 

will have access to all the tabs! 

 



INIAI MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

Membership renewals are due by April 1st! You should have received an email with the 

renewal form, but it can also be found on the Membership page of our website, along 

with PayPal options for the $20 membership dues. Please send all renewal forms to 

Sean Matusko at smatusko@isp.in.gov.  

Did you enjoy the last conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better this year? 

Please give your feedback!!!! 

Email: allysondagnon@ymail.com 

 

Brett has 31 years of experience with the City of Princeton 

Police Department and has served as a Patrolman, Crime 

Scene Tech, Property Room Manager and as part of the 

Crisis Intervention Team (CIT).  Brett has been a member 

of INIAI for approximately 15-16 years and has been the 

Secretary for the Fraternal Order of Police for 26 years. 

Brett has been married 29 years (this November) and is the 

father of two daughters and a son. His hobbies include 

ghost hunting (he says…“quit snickering!”) 

Important News and Updates 

We Want Your Feedback! 

INIAI Member Spotlight 
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Brett St. Clair 

We’d love to spotlight more INIAI Members! If you are interested in being 
spotlighted, or know someone who would be, please email ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov  

Brett at the 2017 Polar Plunge  for Special 
Olympics at  Prides Creek in Petersburg, IN. 

http://www.iniai.org/membership.html
mailto:smatusko@isp.in.gov
mailto:allysondagnon@ymail.com?subject=INIAI%20Feedback
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Spotlight


The following trainings are all offered by Everett Baxter Jr. Forensics. 
Click the course titles for more information 

Crime Scene Investigation Course (80 Hours) 
April 24-28 and May 1-5, 2017 (2-week course) 

Hosted by Bethany Police Department in Bethany, OK 
The Crime Scene Investigation Course is for Crime Scene Investigators, Evidence Technicians, Detectives, Investigators, Uni-

formed Officers and anyone who has the responsibility of processing a crime scene. The student will learn the necessary skills to 
identify, collect, and process various types of evidence that may be encountered at a crime scene. 

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 1 Course (40 Hours) 
August 7-11, 2017 

Hosted by Tulsa Police Department in Tulsa, OK 
This course offers students an introduction of the history of Bloodstain Pattern Analysis. Students will also receive 

information and discussions on the science and physics associated with bloodstain pattern analysis. 

Shooting Incident Reconstruction 1 Course (40 Hours) 
September 25-29, 2017 

Hosted by Round Rock Police Department in Round Rock, Tx 
Students will use the techniques taught in the shooting incident documentation course  to perform various exercises 
to collect the necessary documentation of the shooting incident, then will take this data and examine the data in an 

effort to reconstruct the incident. 
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2017 INIAI Board Members 

Upcoming Training 

Volume 21, Issue 1 Page 9 Lab & Scene 

https://ebjrforensics.com/course/crime-scene-investigation-course-80-hours/
https://ebjrforensics.com/course/bloodstain-pattern-analysis-1-course-40-hours/
https://ebjrforensics.com/course/shooting-incident-reconstruction-1-course-40-hours/
mailto:sslack@aurora.in.us
mailto:lgibbs@isp.in.gov
mailto:daniel.recker@indy.gov
mailto:rvawter@greenfieldin.org
mailto:rvawter@greenfieldin.org
mailto:dwilliams@greenfieldin.org
mailto:kproffitt@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI
mailto:nhavert@nappaneepolice.com?subject=INIAI
mailto:smatusko@isp.in.gov
mailto:aconnell@isp.in.gov
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov


President: Kacie Proffitt 

Vice President: Nik Havert 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to associate persons work-

ing in the fields of forensic investigation, examination, and identification for 

the following purposes: 

 To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information 

among the forensic science and criminal justice communities. 

 To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic and 

identification sciences. 

 To encourage research into new methods and techniques of forensic in-

vestigation, examination and identification. 

 To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of forensic 

investigation, examination and identification. 
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Board Chair: Shane Slack 

Board Member: Daniel Recker 

Board Member: Lorinda Gibbs 

Board Member: Rod Vawter 

Board Member: Danny Williams 

Board Member: Brett St. Clair 

Webmaster/Newsletter Editor: Allyson Connell 

 

Lab & Scene 
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2016 Indiana Division of the IAI Conference 

Lab & Scene 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any ar ticles, news, 

personal achievements, retirements, promotions,  photos, cartoons, etc. to: 

Allyson Connell 

aconnell@isp.in.gov 

allysondagnon@ymail.com 

Stephanie Snodgrass 

ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 

mailto:adagnon@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI
mailto:allysondagnon@ymail.com?subject=INIAI
mailto:sjohnson@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Newsletter

