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SRl Putting the Heat on Cold Cases

Christopher Grice— State of Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory

The Speaker will present the 1973 Murder of Penney Serra in New Haven,
CT, which went unsolved for almost 30 years. Several eyewitnesses
observed a knife-wielding man chasing the victim and hearing her scream.
The victim was killed in a busy downtown parking garage in broad
daylight, and as the case went unsolved for years, shoppers shunned the city
for fear of a killer at large. Despite an earlier arrest and the development of
other suspects over the years based on circumstantial evidence, ultimately
forensic evidence and new technology tipped the scale toward a new
suspect, even when a motive or previous association with the victim was
never determined. Overcoming obstacles in bringing cold cases to trial will
be discussed, such as lost evidence and eyewitnesses who had died in the
intervening years after the crime. If time permits, the Presenter will also
discuss two other cold cases which were also successfully adjudicated:
"Signature in Blood" The 1980 Murder of Darrel Ashton; and "Killers for
Hire" The 1989 Murder of Robert Schmidt.

Identified latent prints were vital in bringing individuals to justice in these
three cases. The Speaker will relate his perspective as a veteran Latent Print
Examiner in these high-profile cases. How some latent print identifications
are more significant than others, AFIS technology, courtroom charts,
documentation, and dealing with the defense fingerprint expert will all be
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2019 INITAI Conference

Walter Dye Case/CAT Boots Case

Barb Trathen-Marion County Prosecutor’s Office

The Walter Dye case is the Death Penalty case that was tried by Scott Newman & myself. It was later
reversed and he was given Life because of Juror Misconduct. The case was based on the killing of 3
children (including a sexual assault of the 14 year old) in their home. The bodies of the 2 youngest
were put in a Trash Bag & dumped in an alley.

This case involves an amazing amount of science based upon the retrieval of evidence by the Crime
Lab from the murder scene. The Identification of the Murderer was entirely based on the
Identification obtained from the physical evidence.

1. Dye's Palm Prints recovered from the table by the bed w/ the 14 year old's body

2. Dye's Bloody Print on a paper tag next to that body

3. Dye's DNA obtained from the Victim's pubic area and a Washcloth next to the body

4. A new employee manual (for the mother) on the bedroom floor with Dye's shoe print

5. Search Warrant to recover Dye's shoe---which had the victim's blood on the shoe There
were many other valuable items of evidence recovered from the scene that helped to tell the tragic
story of the children's murders. There were no surviving witnesses to this crime. The Identification
was made entirely through the diligent work of the Crime Scene Specialists and the Scientists in the
Lab.

Latent Print Statistics and Development
Stephanie Snodgrass & Allyson Connell- Indiana State Police

This presentation looks at approximately 4.5 years of compiled data on different types of items
submitted to the Indiana State Police Indianapolis Regional Laboratory, which were examined
by one of the latent print examiners, Stephanie Snodgrass. In this presentation we will
highlight some of the statistics from the data, including how often latents of value were found
on different items, as well as for all the cases worked. We will also discuss reasons why certain
items may or may not have been successful in the lab and the differences between processing
at the scene vs. processing at the lab.

Click HERE to download the 2018 Conference registration
form from the INTAI website.
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Air Science provides forensic laboratory equipment to meet the
needs of each step in the evidentiary chain, from field processing.
to transport and storage, to analytical procedures in the laboratory.

« Ductless Fume Hoods « Benchiop Decontamination Chambers
= Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinets + Evidence Storage Cabinets

» Automatic Cyanoacrylate Fuming Chambers « Swab Drying Cabinets

» Mobile Forensic Evidence Benches « Mobile Evidence Transporters

» DFO and Ninhydrin Fingerprint Development Chambers * Fume Chambers
« Fingerprint Powder Workstations

Review our product offerings at airscience.com/forensics
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Sept. 25th-27th
at the
Abe Martin Lodge

Brown County State Park
Nashville, IN

The Abe Martin Lodge is nestled in the picturesque hills of Indiana’s largest state park, 16,000
acre Brown County State Park. The Main Lodge, built in 1932 of hand-hewn native stone and oak
timber cut in the park, offers beautiful outdoor verandas overlooking the sloping back lawn, park
and the hills. Abe Martin Lodge truly has accommodations to meet any need. There are ample
meeting rooms for business meetings, reunions, weddings, or any function you may wish.

Amenities Include:

I ¢ Full Service Restaurant

¢ Aquatic Center
I ¢ Gameroom
I ¢ Gift Shop
I ¢ Relaxing lobbies with fireplaces and TVs

I ¢ Wireless Internet

I ¢ Complimentary Coffee

I ¢ Minutes from downtown Nashville

Reservations
877-563-4371

Use code: 0924
|
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Sept. 25th-27th
at the

Abe Martin Lodge

Brown County State Park
Nashville, IN

IMPORTANT PARKING INFORMATION '
FOR THE CONFERENCE!

"'\“h.:.m: CPrENE DO NOT UGHUDD umime wo=-— gy

P

. Abe Martin Lodge is in a state park, and because of
this there will be a parking fee of $7.00 when you
first arrive.

. Once you check into the lodge you will be able to
use your lodge key card to get in an out without
paying again.

. If you already have a state park pass there will be
no parking fee!
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Wednesday, September 25th

7:00am — 9:00am — Registration and Breakfast

9:00am — Opening Ceremonies
Welcome Speech
Presentation of Flags
Opening Remarks from President Allyson Connell

9:30am — 12:00pm — “Cellular Investigative Technologies
and Capabilities”

Presenter: Pete Glogoza
12:00pm — 1:30pm — Lunch Break

1:30pm — 3:00pm — “Genetic Genealogy and solving the
April Tinsley case”

Presenter: Kevin Smith
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Thursday, September 26th

8:00am — 10:30am — “Putting the Heat on Cold Cases”
Presenter: Chris Grice

10:30am — 12:00pm — “Walter Dye case/ CAT boots case”
Presenter: Barb Trathen

12:00pm — 1:00pm — Business Luncheon
1:00pm — 1:30pm — Business Meeting

1:30pm — 3:30pm — “Steven Rogers Case”
Presenters: Randy Ratliff and Rod Vawter
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Friday, September 27th

8:00am — 10:00am — “WVU Coed Case/ Decisions at the
Crime Scene”

Presenter: Kelly Ayers

10:00am — 11:00am — ‘“Latent Print Statistics and
Development”

Presenters: Allyson Connell and Stephanie Snodgrass
11:00am — 12:00pm — Lunch Break

12:00pm — 4:00pm — “Sexual Deviant Killers”
Presenter: Lawrence Simon

Click HERE to download the 2018 Conference registration
form from the INTAI website.


http://www.iniai.org/events.html
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Bringing a systematic approach
to the Latent Examination Process

SYStemS CONTACT US: 800.258.1066 or sales@mideosystems.com
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STRmix forensic software to be used
1n universities

The sophisticated software, that can resolve complex, mixed DNA profiles,
will be used as a component of student coursework

August 22nd, 2019—Select Science

With jobs in forensic science expected to increase by nearly 20 percent by
2026, four U.S. universities now have STRmix™ — sophisticated forensic
software that can resolve mixed DNA profiles previously thought to be too
complex to interpret — as a planned or existing component of their student
coursework.

The universities include: California State University, Sacramento; Eastern Kentucky
University; George Washington University (GWU); and Marshall University (Graduate
Program). They join two other universities, both in Canada, with STRmix™ in North
America. Of interest, GWU plan to use STRmix™ in teaching a class in which
students will be performing an internal validation of STRmix™ that will be the
essential core of the class.

“With interest in forensic science careers on the rise, thanks in part to TV shows

like CSI, it is only natural for universities to want to provide students with the ability to
work in their labs with the same kind of forensic software they are likely to find
themselves using in the workplace,” says John Buckleton DSc, FRSNZ, Forensic
Scientist at the New Zealand Institute of Environmental Science and Research (ESR)
and one of the developers of STRmix™.,

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of forensic science
technicians is projected to grow 17 percent from 2016-2026, much faster than
average for all occupations. Because the sector remains relatively small, however,
competition for those jobs is expected to be very strong.

Beyond the universities, STRmix™ is now being used by the forensic labs of 46 U.S.
agencies. That list includes federal agencies like the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), state agencies such as those recently
added in Massachusetts, South Carolina, and Colorado, and private companies like
Bode Cellmark Forensics.

STRmix™ is also in various stages of installation, validation, and training in more than
60 other U.S. labs.
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Dr. Buckleton attributes the widespread use of STRmix™ to its ability to significantly
improve the usability of DNA. “More and more forensic labs worldwide are turning to
STRmix™ to produce usable DNA evidence in a wide range of criminal cases,” he
explains, noting that agencies using STRmix™ are reporting an increase of
interpretable DNA in gun cases from about 40% to more than 70%. STRmix™ is also
proving to be highly effective in sexual assault cases.

“Given the considerable resources invested in both resources and staff time to clear
Sexual Assault Kit backlogs, forensic labs are quickly recognizing that STRmix™ is
producing a much better return on investment by delivering a significantly higher rate
of interpretable results,” Dr. Buckleton adds.

To date, STRmix™ has been used successfully in numerous U.S. court cases,
including 28 successful admissibility hearings. Internationally, STRmix™ has been
used to interpret DNA evidence in more than 120,000 cases since 2012.

STRmix™ is also being used in all nine state and territory labs in Australia and New
Zealand, as well as 12 forensic labs in England, Scotland, Ireland, Finland, Dubai,
Denmark, and Canada.

Click HERE for to go to the article
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https://www.selectscience.net/product-news/strmix-forensic-software-to-be-used-in-universities/?artID=49651

Volume 23, Issue 3 Lab & Scene-Fall Page 12

PRODUCTS FOR THE DETECTION AND EXAMINATION OF FORENSIC EVIDENCE

2>,

Questioned Fingerprint Alternate
Document Detection & Trace Evidence Light
Examination Enhancement Analysis Sources

foster+freeman

IMPROVE
the Quality of
FORENSIC

EVIDENCE

ERRISS foster+freeman produce innovative new

J
i‘ “““ , ‘ “- WSl technologies for the examination of fingerprints,
“l ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘l questioned documents, shoe prints, DNA and
trace evidence.

Used by police forces and forensic experts

worldwide, foster+freeman products can help
STUDY IDENTIFIES NEW IR you detect more evidence than ever before

FLUORESCENT POWDER
AMONGST MOST EFFECTIVE
FINGERPRINT PROCESSES

British Home Office researchers at the Centre
for Applied Science and Technology (CAST)
have ranked fpNatural powders amongst the
most effective new techniques for developing
fingermarks. Safe to use and easily applied,
fpNatural powders emit a bright infrared
fluorescence, which when viewed with a
IR-sensitive camera, reveal high contrast
fingerprints with exceptional clarity of detail.

find out more at fosterfreeman.com
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Reveal the Invisible

Crime-lite°’UVI/IR

A new range of Crime-lite® forensic light
sources, with UV-Vis-IR camera attachment,
enable crime scene and laboratory examiners
to detect traces of evidence beyond the limits
of human vision.

E :
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IR and Reflected-UV examination can reveal:

Latent Fingerprints

Blood on Dark Fabrics

Traces of Gun Shot Residue
The Application of Fresh Paint

Dont miss a
single innovation

@fosterfreeman

foster+freeman

usoffice@fosterfreeman.com www.fosterfreeman.com telephone : 888 445 5048
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HOME ABOUT MEMBERSHIP EVENTS TRAINING LINKS CONTACT LOG IN

JOIN NOW!
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52 C"f‘""_ﬁ’ \ ; conferences, trainings, and events

e [ earn about the INIAI’s members and

Annual Conference 2016 hlStOI'y

e Explore links to vendors, employment
opportunities, and other forensic

science resources

' o Access member only information such
as the directory, newsletters, meeting
minutes, by-laws, and constitution

HOME ABOUT MEMBERSHIP EVENTS
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G Ly Newsletters
The members only page is still under construction! : AD Nﬁ)‘“’i N r
However, you can still access everything using the 27 MIVIRNA- ' m
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directory, newsletters, minutes, by-laws, and
constitution, simply click on any of the tabs (as seen
in the image to the right). It will ask for your

) MEMBERS
password, and once entered, you will have access to ‘ _
all the tabs!
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We Want Your Feedback!

Important News and Updates
Member Appreciation Night

The INIAI board invites all conference
attendees to join us Thursday evening for
a s’mores bar and outdoor games! More
information to come at the conference!

INTAI Member Spotlight

We'd love to spotlight more INIAI Members! If you are interested in being
spotlighted, or know someone who would be, please email ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov



mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Feedback
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Spotlight
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Crime Scene and Death Scene Photography
September 23-27 2019 - Shelbyville, IN
Tritech Forensics

This 40-hour Crime Scene and Death Scene Photography course teaches the techniques needed to successfully
document evidence and scenes in a professional manner. The course begins with instruction of basic photographic
techniques such as the mechanics of exposure, depth-of-field, and motion control. Camera handling and operation

are stressed in all areas to include camera controls and how they work, electronic noise causes and controls, and
much more. This course also includes instruction on basic electronic flash operation and techniques.

Crime Scene Investigation Course

April 6-17, 2020—Edmond, OK
Everett Baxter Jr. Forensics

The course will follow the format of the book the Complete Crime Scene Investigation Handbook. The Handbook is
divided into 6 Sections, Introduction, Documentation, Locating Evidence, Types of Evidence, Special Considerations
and Putting it all Together. This course will begin with identifying the investigative team and their individual
responsibilities. This is followed by a review of the Forensic Search and Seizure. Attendees will then learn the
various methods to document a crime scene, locate, identify, document, collect, and process evidence, and report

writing.
Allyson Connell Daniel Recker (Board Chair) Stephanie Snodgrass
aconnell @isp.in.gov Daniel. Recker@indy.gov E-mail: ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov
Kacie Proffitt
Vice President Kacie.Proffitt@Indy.Gov
Ryan Chappell Mallory Webb
rchappell@greenfieldin.org mwebb@isp.in.gov
Dale Diefenderfer
Secretary-Treasurer ddiefenderfer@greenfieldin.org
Sean Matusko Kent Hedberg
smatusko@jisp.in.gov Kent.Hedberg@indy.gov

Loren French

Loren.French2@indy.gov
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The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investigation, examination, and identification for the following

purposes:
\D‘NA DIV, ¢ To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information
\‘\O\O“N' Assgc/gp among the forensic science and criminal justice communities.

¢ To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic and
identification sciences.

¢ To encourage research into new methods and techniques of forensic in-
vestigation, examination and identification.

¢ To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of forensic
investigation, examination and identification.

2019 INIAI Board

Board Chair: Daniel Recker
Board Member: Kacie Proffitt

President: Allyson Connell Board Member: Dale Diefenderfer
Vice President: Ryan Chappell Board Member: Loren French
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko Board Member: Kent Hedberg

Board Member: Mallory Webb
Newsletter Editor: Stephanie Snodgrass
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2018 Indiana Division of the IAI Conference

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any articles, news,
personal achievements, retirements, promotions, photos, cartoons, etc. to:

Stephanie Snodgrass
ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov
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