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Richmond Hills Explosion 
Denise Robinson 
For five years Denise was part of a prosecution team that handled the 
2012 explosion in the Richmond Hill subdivision on the south side of 
Indianapolis. National media attention for the case, as well as first-hand 
familiarity by many on the city’s south side, led to the trials of Mark 
Leonard and Bob Leonard being moved out of county. Nearly 175 
witnesses and approximately 2,000 pieces of evidence were transported to 
Allen and St. Joseph counties for the two trials which each took 
approximately six weeks to try. 

Aurora Theater Shooting 
Maria Pettolina and Garrett Gumbinner 
On July 20, 2012, shortly after midnight, a lone gunman opened fire on 
moviegoers attending the premiere of a Batman movie in the Century 16 
Theater complex in Aurora, Colorado. He shot 70 people using a shotgun, 
AR-15 style semiautomatic rifle, and handgun. Of the 70 shot, 12 died, at 
least three of whom were heroically shielding friends with their bodies. 
The gunman also had booby-trapped his apartment on Paris Street with 
improvised explosive devices. In addition to those shot, at least 12 people 
are known to have suffered injuries in the course of fleeing the theater, 
some of which were serious enough to require surgery. In total, at least 82 
people suffered physical injuries, not including minor injuries that were 
not recorded. 

Presentation will detail the explosives, shooting reconstruction, crime 
scene and emotional impact. 
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2018 INIAI Conference 
Conference Sneak Peek  

Redefining Possibilities: The Development of Latent 
Fingermarks from Cartridge Casings and Cleaned Metals 
Using a Novel Vapor Phase Technique 
Jason Cole 
 
This presentation will begin by providing attendees with a background to a new novel 
chemical fuming process that has been shown to offer significant advantages over 
traditional latent fingermark enhancement processes across a range of metallic 
substrates (copper, brass, stainless steel, etc). Described by the UK Ministry of 
Defense as ‘revolutionary’ and ‘ground-breaking’, the unique ability of this process to 
recover fingerprint ridge patterns when none of the latent fingermark residue actually 
remains on the substrate (i.e. the surface has been wiped clean, washed, submerged in 
water, heated, or a combination of these) will be explored and practical examples 
illustrated and discussed.  

 

“MAM, is your boy blue?” The heroin and fentanyl abuse 
problem 
Jon E. Sprague, PhD 
 
Heroin is often adulterated with fentanyl and in many cases fentanyl is often sold as 

heroin.  This program will examine the heroin and fentanyl abuse patterns and review 

the basic chemistry, pharmacological and toxicological mechanisms by which these 

agents induce drug seeking behavior and toxicity.   

 

Research from the Ohio Attorney General’s Center for the 
Future of Forensic Science 
Jon E. Sprague, PhD 
 
The Center for the Future of Forensic Science (CFFS) was established in 2014 to 

conduct research and to offer training opportunities for forensic science and law 

enforcement professionals and for BGSU students. In this session, some of the 

research conducted by the CFFS will be shared and discussed. 
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2018 INIAI Conference 
Conference Sneak Peek  

Electronic Evidence Submission 
Marcus Montooth and Mallory Webb 
 
The Indiana State Police have implemented a new policy to accept certain evidence 
items electronically, by email or secure file sharing. The evidence does not have to be 
packaged and physically taken to the lab, which leads to faster turnaround times on 
the examination. We will go through what items are accepted electronically, what 
equipment is necessary, and how to send in the submission. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to sign up for a file sharing account to aide in submitting electronically.  

 

Click HERE to download the 2018 Conference registration 
form from the INIAI website. 

 

 

 

Working hard for something we 
don’t care about is called stress. 
Working hard for something we 

love is called passion. 

http://www.iniai.org/events.html
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2018 Educational Conference 

Dates 
September 
19th-21st 

Location 
Big Red  

Corporate Offices 
5445 S East St 

 Indianapolis, IN 46227  

Hotel 
Holiday Inn 

5151 S East St 
Indianapolis, IN 46227  

Board Member Dale 
Diefenderfer and Rod 
Vawter in the Big Red 

Corporate Offices 
conference room 



 

 

Volume 22, Issue 3 Page 6 Lab & Scene-Fall 

Wednesday, September 19th 
 

7:00am – 9:00am – Registration and Breakfast 

 

9:00am – Opening Ceremonies 

Welcoming Remarks by Prosecutor Terry Curry  

and IMPD Chief Bryan Roach 

Presentation of Flags by Chiefs Honor Guard 

Opening Remarks from President Daniel Recker 

 

9:30am – 12:30pm – Keynote Speech: “Richmond Hills 
Explosion” 

Presenter: Denise Robinson 

 

12:30pm – 1:30pm – Lunch Break 

 

1:30pm – 4:00pm – “MAM, is your boy blue? The heroin and 
fentanyl abuse problem” and “Research from the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Center for the Future of Forensic Science” 

Presenter: Jon E. Sprague 
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Thursday, September 20th 
 

8:00am – 12:00pm – “Laci Peterson Case” 

Presenters: Craig Grogan and Mike Zahr 

 

12:00pm – 1:00pm – Business Luncheon 

 

1:00pm – 1:30pm – Business Meeting 

 

1:30pm – 5:30pm – Footwear Workshop and “Redefining 
Possibilities: The development of Latent Fingermarks from 
Cartridge Casings and Cleaned Metals using a Novel Vapor 

Phase Technique” 

Presenter: Jason Cole 
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Friday, September 21st 
 

8:00am – 12:00pm – “Aurora Theater Shooting” 

Presenters: Maria Pettolina and Garrett Gumbinner 

 

12:00pm – 1:00pm – Lunch Break 

 

1:00pm – 2:00pm – “Electronic Evidence Submission” 

Presenters:  Marcus Montooth and Mallory Webb 

 

2:00pm – 4:00pm – “Detect More Evidence” 

Presenters:  Becca Walls 

 

 

 

 

Click HERE to download the 2018 Conference registration 
form from the INIAI website. 

http://www.iniai.org/events.html
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Ancestry, 23andMe now have rules for sharing 
clients’ DNA data with businesses, police 

July 31, 2018 by Tony Romm and Drew Harwell The Washington Post 

 

Ancestry, 23andMe and other popular 
companies that offer genetic testing 
pledged on Tuesday to be upfront when 
they share users' DNA data with 
researchers, hand it over to police or 
transfer it to other companies, a move 
aimed at addressing consumers' mounting 
privacy concerns. 

Under the new guidelines, the companies 
said they would obtain consumers' 
"separate express consent" before turning 
over their individual genetic information 
to businesses and other third parties, 
including insurers. They also said they 
would disclose the number of law-enforcement requests they receive each year. 

The new commitments come roughly three months after local investigators used a DNA-
comparison service to track down a man police believed to be the Golden State Killer, who 
allegedly raped and killed dozens of women in California in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Investigators identified the suspect using a decades-old DNA sample obtained from the 
crime scene, which they uploaded to GEDmatch, a crowdsourced database of roughly a 
million distinct DNA sets shared by volunteers. 

Investigators said they did not need a court order before using GEDmatch, sparking fresh 
fears that users' biological data might be too easy to access — and could end up in the 
wrong hands — without additional regulation on the fast-growing, already popular industry. 

Yet adherence to the rules is voluntary. While the policy offers users of participating sites 
added new protections at a time of great "uncertainty," it doesn't have the force of law, said 
Justin Brookman, the director of consumer privacy and technology policy at Consumers 
Union. 

"In general, I think there should be stronger transparency requirements and legally binding 
rules for everyone around the transfer and use of super sensitive data like this," he said.  
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Jules Polonetsky, the leader of the Future of Privacy Forum, a Washington D.C.-based 
nonprofit that helped companies draft the new privacy guidelines, said that his 
organization's work began months before the Golden State Killer incident. But he said hopes 
the blueprint can serve as a "first effort at showing the sector what the right way to handle 
some of these challenges is." 

"I don't think the average consumer has wrapped their head around the range of issues they 
should think about when they make a decision to share [DNA] data," Polonetsky added. 

Consumer DNA testing services have surged in popularity in recent years: One report from 
research firm Kalorama Information estimates that the market could triple in value from $99 
million to $310 million by 2022. 

The growth has been spurred on by the federal government, which recently opened the door 
for 23andMe to sell consumers genetic tests that could be used to inform them of their likely 
risk for contracting certain diseases. And the industry has been supercharged with fresh 
investment amid heightened interest from academics and drugmakers who hope to tap DNA 
databases in search of new health insights and cures. 

Last week, 23andMe announced it had struck a research deal with GlaxoSmithKline, which 
would see the pharmaceutical giant invest $300 million in the genomics company. As part of 
that pact, GlaxoSmithKline can access "de-identified" genetic data about 23andMe users — 
provided they've previously given their consent — so that the firm can "gather insights and 
discover novel drug targets driving disease progression," the company said. 

Under the "best practices" adopted by 23andMe and its peers, such sharing is permitted. 
GlaxoSmithKline is "not getting any direct access or receiving any sort of individual 
customer information," said Kate Black, the global privacy officer for 23andMe, just 
insights about broad chunks of users and their medical traits. The DNA testing company 
also said it previously had asked users' permission to participate in research, and it estimates 
80 percent of its users agree to take part in such studies. 

Other companies — Helix, MyHeritage, Habit, African Ancestry and FamilyTreeDNA — 
pledged Tuesday to adopt a similar approach, the Future of Privacy Forum said. When it 
comes to health research, they said they would explain the "risks, benefits and purpose of the 
research" to consumers, while providing easy-to-read privacy policies, according to the new 
guidelines.  

Customers of these DNA testing services would gain some limited rights to have their 
biological data deleted, but they may not be able to withdraw data that was already in use by 
researchers. Companies, meanwhile, would have to ensure the person submitting DNA data is 
the actual owner of that data.  

"Because privacy is such a hot topic, and consumers are concerned about privacy, this is the 
equivalent of peer pressure," said Elissa Levin, who leads policy and clinical services at Helix, 
a company that connects consumers with apps that analyze genome data. "I think it'll really be 
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an opportunity to start to have true clarity and transparency between the good players and the 
not-so-good players."  

Yet users still may not know everything. Under the industry-made rules, DNA testing services 
don't have to tell their consumers every time their data has been stripped of their identity, 
combined with others' genetic information, combed for insights, then turned into statistics, and 
perhaps shared with a third party for further analysis. 

And while companies have said they'll report each year on the law-enforcement requests they 
receive, users might not learn about the legal demands if investigators obtain gag orders. 
Companies like Ancestry and 23andMe have committed to "attempt to notify" their customers 
about such requests whenever they can. Moreover, the tool tapped by investigators in the 
Golden State Killer case, GEDmatch, is an open-source database that isn't covered by the 
industry's new best practices. 

Those that promise to protect consumers' sensitive personal data — then fail to adhere to those 
promises — could invite penalties from the Federal Trade Commission. 

"The FTC remains vigilant in protecting consumers' privacy and security. If companies fail to 
keep their promises to consumers - whether they made those promises in website privacy 
policies or by signing onto industry best practices - they could be subject to FTC law 
enforcement action," said spokeswoman Juliana Gruenwald Henderson. 

A few companies already adhere to some of the new industry-made rules. Ancestry and 
23andMe, for example, currently report to users the law enforcement requests they receive. In 
2017, Ancestry received 34 valid law enforcement requests - all related to credit card or 
identity theft — and provided data in 31 cases. At 23andMe, the company received five 
requests this year but turned over user data on none of them. 

Clarification: 23andMe said it has received five law enforcement requests during the 
company’s entire history, not just this year.  

Link to Article 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2018/07/31/ancestry-andme-others-say-they-will-follow-these-rules-when-giving-dna-data-businesses-or-police/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f072370ff5a6
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       Check Out the INIAI Website! 

 Find information on upcoming 
conferences, trainings, and events 

 Learn about the INIAI’s members and 
history 

  Explore links to vendors, employment 
opportunities, and other forensic 
science  resources 

 Access member only information such 
as the directory, newsletters, meeting 
minutes, by-laws, and constitution 

Members Only Page 
The members only page is still under construction! 
However, you can still access everything using the 

password iniai (all lowercase). To access the 

directory, newsletters, minutes, by-laws, and 
constitution, simply click on any of the tabs (as seen 
in the image to the right). It will ask for your 
password, and once entered, you will have access to 
all the tabs! 
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Student Membership 
 

In an effort to reach out to students studying criminal justice, forensic science, 
and other related disciplines, we have created a new student membership 
application as well as a flyer promoting the INIAI. They are now available on 
the INIAI website. We encourage anyone who holds a faculty/staff position at a 
university to help us promote the INIAI by posting or disseminating these to 
their students. Click HERE for the student membership application and HERE 
for the student INIAI flyer. Thanks!  

Did you enjoy the last conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better this year? 

Please give your feedback!!!! 

Email: ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 
 

Important News and Updates 

We Want Your Feedback! 

We’d love to spotlight more INIAI Members! If you are interested in being 
spotlighted, or know someone who would be, please email ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov  

INIAI Member Spotlight 

http://www.iniai.org/uploads/7/3/0/1/73017799/student_membership_application_v2.doc
http://www.iniai.org/uploads/7/3/0/1/73017799/student_membership_flyer.pdf
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Feedback
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Spotlight
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Shooting Incident Reconstruction (40 hours) 
November 26-30  Oklahoma City, OK 

Everett Baxter Jr. Forensics 
This course will begin with a review of the proper documentation of a shooting incident.  The information 
obtained from this documentation will be utilized in the course.  Attendees will learn the mathematical and 
scientific principles associated with a shooting incident.  The attendees will spend several days working on 

exercises associated with the mathematics.  The attendees will also perform live fire exercises at a pistol 
range.  Some of these exercises are designed to validate and verify the shooting incident mathematical 

principles are in fact accurate.  The live fire exercises will included shooting a vehicle and windshields and 
glass.  The attendees will then examine and document bullet defects in the vehicle and glass. 

Crime Scene Investigation (80 hours) 
September 17-21 and 24-28 Tulsa, OK 

October 29-November 2 and November 5-9 Las Vegas, NV 
Everett Baxter Jr. Forensics 

This course will follow the format of the Complete Crime Scene Investigation Handbook. The Handbook is 
divided into 6 sections: Introduction, Documentation, Locating Evidence, Types of Evidence, Special 

Considerations and Putting it all Together. This course will begin with identifying the investigative team 
and their individual responsibilities. This is followed by a review of the Forensic Search and Seizure. 

Attendees will learn the various methods to document a crime scene, which include: note taking, 
photography, and sketching. 

Board Members 

Kacie Proffitt (Board Chair) 

Kacie.Proffitt@Indy.Gov 

Lorinda Gibbs  

lgibbs@isp.in.gov 

Linda Bailey 

linda.bailey@indy.gov  

Dale Diefenderfer 

ddiefenderfer@greenfieldin.org  

Allyson Connell 

aconnell@isp.in.gov  

 

 

 

President 
Daniel Recker 

Daniel.Recker@indy.gov 

 

Vice President 

Brett St. Clair 

ppd5505@gmail.com 

    

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sean Matusko 

smatusko@isp.in.gov 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Stephanie Snodgrass 

E-mail: ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 

 

 

    
    
  

2018 INIAI Board Members 

Upcoming Local Training 

https://ebjrforensics.com/course/shooting-incident-reconstruction-1-course-40-hours/
https://ebjrforensics.com/course/crime-scene-investigation-course-80-hours/
mailto:Kacie.Proffitt@Indy.Gov?subject=INIAI
mailto:lgibbs@isp.in.gov
mailto:linda.bailey@indy.gov
mailto:ddiefenderfer@greenfieldin.org
mailto:aconnell@isp.in.gov
mailto:20027@indy.gov
mailto:rvawter@greenfieldin.org
mailto:smatusko@isp.in.gov
mailto:ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov
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President: Daniel Recker 
Vice President: Brett St. Clair 

Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investigation, examination, and identification for the following 

purposes: 

 To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information 
among the forensic science and criminal justice communities. 

 To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic and 
identification sciences. 

 To encourage research into new methods and techniques of forensic in-
vestigation, examination and identification. 

 To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of forensic 
investigation, examination and identification. 

Board Chair: Kacie Proffitt 
Board Member: Lorinda Gibbs 

Board Member: Allyson Connell 
Board Member: Dale Diefenderfer 

Board Member: Linda Bailey 
Newsletter Editor: Stephanie Snodgrass 

 

2018 INIAI Board 
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2017 Indiana Division of the IAI Conference 

Stephanie Snodgrass 

ssnodgrass@isp.in.gov 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any ar ticles, news, 
personal achievements, retirements, promotions,  photos, cartoons, etc. to: 

mailto:sjohnson@isp.in.gov?subject=INIAI%20Newsletter

