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Letter from the President: 

Greetings INIAI members, 

 

I would like to thank the members of the INIAI for giving me the opportunity to serve as your 2016 
president. I have been a board member since 2013 and served as the 2015 Vice President. I am enjoying 

serving as president this year and working with all of the dedicated board members. 

 

We had a great group of people who served on the board last year and I would like to thank the 2015 
board and its members for all of the hard work and time that it takes to plan an educational conference.   
Thank You to the following: Wally Lewis (President), Rod Vawter (Board Chair), Sean Matusko 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Lorinda Gibbs (Board Member), Chuck McMichael (Board Member), Kacie 
Proffitt (Board Member), Ryan Chappel (Board Member), Nik Havert (Board Member) and Allyson 

Connell (Web Master/Newsletter Editor).  

 

The 2016 Board has three new additions that we are very excited to work with.  They include: Daniel 

Recker, Robert (Bob) Knapp and Danny Williams. 

 

On behalf of the board and myself, I would like to announce the 2016 Annual Education Conference 
location and dates.  This year's conference will be held at The Lawrenceburg Event Center located at 51 
Walnut Street in Lawrenceburg, Indiana.  The 2016 Conference will be held September 12th, 13th and 
14th  Hotel rooms have been blocked off for anyone wishing to stay at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 
that is attached to the event Center.  Advise the Hotel that you are with INIAI to be placed within the 
block of rooms and to receive the discounted room rate of $89.99 per night beginning Sunday Septem-

ber 11th, thru Tuesday September 13th  

 

We have a great line up of guest speakers coming and there will also be a breakout session this year, 
splitting the fingerprint and lab personnel and the Crime Scene Investigators up briefly to attend some 

hands on training exercises.  

 

Please let me know if you have any questions and/or concerns or new ideas.  I can be reached by email 
at: sslack@aurora.in.us  

   

I look forward to seeing all of you at the 2016 INIAI Education Conference in Lawrenceburg, Indiana!        

Sincerely, 

Shane Slack 
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• 18,000 square foot Exhibition/Concert Facility 
• 7,500 square foot Ballroom 
• 12,000 square feet Meeting Rooms/Board Rooms 
• 150 Seat Restaurant & Bar 
• 168 Room Hotel Connected to Event Center 
• 15 minutes from the Greater Cincinnati/Northern  
       Kentucky Airport 
• 25 minutes from Downtown Cincinnati 
        

Booking now call 888-274-6797 #2 

Use code: INIAI   

Lab & Scene DOUBLETREE BY HILTON™   &  LAWRENCEBURG EVENT CENTER 
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ISP vet retires after 46 years of service 

After 46 years of service, Lt. Rick Hammer has retired from the Indiana State Police (ISP) with a smile and a lot of 

interesting stories. The Speedway native was the commander of the crime scene and field support section. 

With a career that spanned six decades, Hammer has seen the role of law enforcement change and grow with technol-

ogy. He began his career in 1969 when he was hired as a dispatcher at general headquarters. 

“We didn’t do a whole lot of radio dispatching at that time,” Hammer said. “It was mostly teletypes then, since we 

didn’t have computers.” 

In November 1972, Hammer was selected to attend the ISP Recruit School in Bloomington at the Poplar Hotel and 

was appointed as a trooper on July 15, 1973. 

Hammer began his road patrol duties at Dunes State Park and continued those duties as a trooper at the toll road and 

Indianapolis District until his promotion to corporal, also at the Indianapolis District, in 1983. 

“I enjoyed working up there,” Hammer said of working the toll road. 

While patrolling the toll road in 1973 as a rookie, Hammer and a fellow officer came across a 16-year-old male walk-

ing down the road. 

“He was a young kid ... we figured he had run away and he was hitchhiking or something,” Hammer said. “We took 

him in just to talk to him and figure out where he came from.” 

That teenager turned out to be wanted for murder. After several phone calls, they discovered he had run away from a 

juvenile home in Wisconsin and killed a nearby caretaker with a shotgun. 

“He said he just wanted to see what it was like to kill somebody," Hammer said. "He ended up going back to Wiscon-
sin and being convicted for murder at 16. As a rookie, you don’t arrest a lot of murderers, much less a 16 year old 

kid.” 

During the 1987 Pan American Games, a major international multi-sport event that was celebrated in Indianapolis that 
year, Hammer was the security detail for Fidel Castro’s representative Jose Ramon Fernandez, Cuba's secretary of 

education and sport, who closed the games for Cuba to host in 1991. 

“They had these big Cadillac limousines that we had to drive him around in,” Hammer said. “We picked him up at his 

hotel and took him to the closing games, and took him to the airport the next morning. He was friendly enough.” 

In 1988, Hammer was promoted to sergeant as a laser system specialist in the laboratory division and again in 2007 to 

lieutenant as commander of the crime scene and field support section where he worked until his retirement. 

 

Indiana State Police (ISP) Lt. Rick Hammer as a police 

dispatcher at the radio console in 1970. 
First car: Hammer with his first police car, a 1973      

Mercury, in 1973. 
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(continued from page 4) 

Throughout his career, Hammer served on the riot squad, trained probationary troopers as a field training officer, and taught count-
less officers as a vascar and firearms instructor. He is also an Indiana Law Enforcement Academy instructor specializing in finger-

prints, footwear and tire tread impressions. 

 

“My favorite part was the freedom that you had on the road,” Hammer said. “I like that aspect of the job, being out and meeting dif-

ferent people. A lot of doors open for police officers to do things that you wouldn’t normally get to do.” 

Hammer and his wife Ann reside in Speedway. He has two grown children and three grandchildren. In his retirement, Hammer 

hopes to spend more time with family here and in New York. 

Article by Ashton Brellenthin, Westside Flyer, March 21 2016. 
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Hammer, a police dispatcher in 1971, poses for 

a photo with his great aunt, Augusta Taylor. 

Hammer with his 1969 Road Runner in 1971. 

“At his best, man is the noblest of all animals;  

separated from law and justice he is the worst.” 

 

Aristotle 



 

The INIAI Website is currently down. We hope to get it back 

up and running in the next month or so.  

Did you enjoy the last conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better this year? 

Please give your feedback!!!! 

Email: allysondagnon@ymail.com 

 

Stephanie  is originally from Lansing, Michigan and has been a 
latent print examiner at the Indiana State Police lab in Indy since 
June, 2012. Prior to working at the ISP, Stephanie obtained a 
masters degree in forensic science from Marshall University (Go 
Herd!) and a Bachelors in Forensic Biochemistry from Northern 
Michigan University (waaaay up north in the upper peninsula). 
She has been a member of the INIAI since 2012 and is also a 
member of the IAI. Stephanie attended the 2013 and 2014 
conferences and looks forward to attending more in the future. 
She has recently joined Allyson Connell as co-editor of the 
newsletter and she hopes you all like the new layout she put 
together! 

Important News and Updates 

We Want Your Feedback! 

INIAI Member Spotlight 
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STEPHANIE JOHNSON 

We’d love to spotlight more INIAI Members! If you are interested in being 
spotlighted, or know someone who would be, please email sjohnson@isp.in.gov  



Advanced Ridgeology Science Workshop  
 

 

Course Dates: November 7-11, 2016      Location: Indiana State Police– Indianapolis    
                         8:00 AM– 5:00 PM                          Regional Lab 

                                                                          550 W. 16th St., Suite C 

                  Indianapolis, IN  46202 

 

 

Hosting Agency’s Recommended Lodging: Hampton Inn Downtown 

                           105 S. Meridian St. 
                           Indianapolis, IN  46225  

                           (317) 261-1200 

 

Hosted By: Indiana State Police 
Host Contact: Marcus Montooth (12) 868-2744 or MMontooth@isp.in.gov 

 

For more information visit: www.forensicpieces.com 

 

*To register contact (850)332-0141 or Info@forensicpieces.com 

 

 

 

Know of any upcoming training? Email me at aconnell@isp.in.gov to include it in the next newsletter. 

Board Members 

Wally Lewis (Board Chair) 

E-mail:  

wlewis@dearborncounty.in.gov 

 

Lorinda Gibbs  

Email: lgibbs@isp.in.gov 

 

Daniel Recker 

E-mail: daniel.recker@indy.gov
    

    

 

    

    

President 
Shane Slack 

Email: sslack@aurora.in.us  

 

Vice President 

Kacie Proffitt 

E-mail: kproffitt@isp.in.gov 

 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sean Matusko 

E-mail: smatusko@isp.in.gov 

 

 

 

Board Members 

Nik Havert 

E-mail:  
nhavert@nappaneepolice.com 

 

Robert Knapp 

E-mail:  robert.knapp@indy.gov 

 

Danny Williams 

Email:  

dwilliams@greenfieldin.org 

 

 

2016 INIAI Board Members 

Upcoming Local Training 
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President: Shane Slack 

Vice President: Kacie Proffitt 
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to associate persons work-
ing in the fields of forensic investigation, examination, and identification for 

the following purposes: 

• To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information 

among the forensic science and criminal justice communities. 

• To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic and 

identification sciences. 

• To encourage research into new methods and techniques of forensic in-

vestigation, examination and identification. 

• To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of forensic 

investigation, examination and identification. 
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Board Chair: Wally Lewis 
Board Member: Daniel Recker 
Board Member: Nik Havert 

Board Member: Lorinda Gibbs 
Board Member: Robert Knapp 

Board Member: Danny Williams 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor: Allyson Connell 

Newsletter Co-Editor: Stephanie Johnson 

Lab & Scene 



Please help this newsletter  grow 
by emailing any articles, news, per-
sonal achievements, retirements, 
promotions,  photos, cartoons, etc. 
to: 

 

Allyson Connell 

aconnell@isp.in.gov 

allysondagnon@ymail.com 
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2015 Indiana Division of the IAI Conference 

Lab & Scene 


