Inside this
issue:

Letter 1,3
from the
President

Article by
M. Triplett

Business 6-8
Meeting
Minutes

Conference 9-
Photos 13

Lab & Scene

Volume 16, Issue 4

President’s
Message

Fall 2012

Greetings!

| would like to begin by saying thank you to the 2012 board members
and the attendees that helped make the annual educational confer-
ence asuccess. | hope everyone found the speakers to be enjoyable,
informative, and entertaining. But most importantly, | hope that every-
one was able to take something with them from the lectures and incor-
porate it into their daily work activities!

As we look upon the new year, the board and | are faced with a big
task...... planning our division’s 20t Annual Educational Conference.
We have some exciting ideas and are very hopeful that we can make
those ideas come to lifel We will be exploring many options across the
state as possible host locations for the conference. If you have any ide-
as for a possible location, feel free to email me suggestions at
lgibbs@isp.in.gov. Your input, ideas, and suggestions are valued great-

ly.

This year, the board decided to host a golf outing; however, tfime be-
came an issue with planning the conference. Therefore, the plans will
be carried over to spring of next year. Be sure to check the website
(www.iniai.org) because that is where the all the information regarding
the golf outing (definite date, registration forms, location, etc.) will be
posted. I'm sure it will be a good time!

(continued on page 3)
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As many of you know, Mr. Eric Black will be stepping down from his duties as Secre-
tary/Treasurer this year. | would like to take this opportunity to give Eric his much de-
served recognition. As our board is changing with seasoned members filtering out
and newer members stepping up, he has remained the ‘rock’ serving as our Secre-
tary/Treasurer. | cannot say enough good things about him and his leadership dur-
ing many of our novice years serving as board members. Thank you Eric for all your
years of contfinued support, leadership, and guidance.

| am ecstatic that you have given me this opportunity to serve as the President of
the Indiana Division of the International Association for Identification. With Rodney
Vawter serving as Vice President, Sean Matusko serving as Secretary/Treasurer, and
the spectacular board consisting of Allyson Dagnon, Rachael Donaldson, Lioyd
‘Chuck’ McMichael, Wally Lewis, Kacie Proffitt, and Shane Slack, we will strive to
change the outlook of our division. We are all working towards one
goal.....SUCCESS as a division in all that we do! Hip hip hooray.....2013, we're on our
way!

Cheers,
Lorinda Giblbs

If you have any articles, pictures, and/or announcements that you would like to see
included in your quarterly newsletter, please send them to Allyson Dagnon at adag-
NON@isp.in.gov.
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The Impartiality of the Government Forensic Expert
By: Michele Triplett

The 2009 National Research Council's report Strengthening Forensic Science in the United
States recommended “removing all public forensic laboratories and facilities from the admin-
istrative control of law enforcement agencies or prosecutors’ offices” in an effort to ensure
the impartiality of government experts. Government forensic experts should be neutral, unbi-
ased witnesses for the courts, analyzing the evidence with an open mind rather than searching
for evidence to support a conviction. Some have claimed that practitioners can be impartial
even when employed by law enforcement agencies. Are government experts as impartial as
they claim? Consider the following questions.

1) Prior fo testifying, does the government analyst give the prosecutor a list of questions
he/she should ask? Would a defense attorney be offered the same list of questions?
Does giving the prosecution information that would not be offered to the defense show
an expert is more aligned with one side over the other?

Discussion Point: Prior to Daubert, attorneys were less equipped to question scientific ex-
perts and supplying a list of qualifying questions was often suggested to ensure the evi-
dence was understood by the courts. Currently, attorneys should be better educated in
forensics and have the knowledge to ask the appropriate questions. If attorneys want/
need additional education then they should arrange for a pre-court interview. It is up to
attorneys to prepare themselves for a trial, this should not be the concern of an impartial
withess.

A government expert should arrive in court prepared to answer questions asked of them,
not the questions the expert thinks should be asked. The case at hand is between the
prosecution and the defense attorneys. It is up to the opposing counsel to ensure the
courts hear the relevant information.

2) Does the government expert refer to the defendant as a suspect, instead of a subject?

Discussion Point: If an expert is fruly impartial, the term 'subject’ should be the pre-
ferred term to use. Many government experts may use the word 'suspect’ out of habit ra-
ther than having a preconceived notion of guilt. Experts should be aware that their wording
may make them sound less impartial and they should attempt to use more neutral language.
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3) Has the government analyst ever questioned why their involvement in a case is available to
both the prosecution and the defense, while a defense expert's involvement may be sealed by
the courts?

Discussion Point: The efforts of a government expert are for the courts. This includes both the
prosecution and the defense. Conversely, the work of a defense expert is strictly for use by the
defense team. The burden of proof is on the prosecution and this is why prosecutors are not
permitted to use information from the defense to uphold their case. Forensic testimony is re-
quested more by the prosecution since they are supplying the burden of proof but it is important
for everyone to remember that the role of the government witness is one of neutrality and not
an advocate for the prosecution.

4) If a defense attorney asks for copies of case materials, including case notes, is the defense
attorney required to get a subpoena? Would the same requirement apply if the prosecution
asked for the same materials?

Discussion Point: Government forensic endeavors should be available to both the prosecution and
the defense. Many forensic units work within the law enforcement realm and the defense has not
been afforded the privilege of having access to information they are entitled to. This should be
a disclosure issue addressed by an agency's legal unit and the courts. Impartial forensic units
should support the idea of open information to both sides.

5) Some people have suggested that government analysts may be biased tfowards convictions and
therefore should not be supplied with suspect information?

Discussion Point: Knowing certain information could have unintentional effects on an analyst's
conclusion. Not supplying suspect names could help diminish bias but it also increases the amount
of work needing to be performed by the analyst. Not supplying suspect names is an extremely
inefficient solution to this problem. Experts should have training and awareness of biasing ef-
fects to understand the importance of trying to falsify a conclusion instead of being tempted to
confirm a preconceived conclusion. This is an essential technique in maintaining impartiality to
reduce the effects of biasing information.

6) Is the evidence examined fully or only enough to support the prosecutions supposition?

Discussion Point: Due to staffing limitations and time constraints, it may be necessary for a fo-
rensic unit to prioritize the work they complete and only perform tasks asked of them as op-
posed to completing a full examination. This should be acceptable if forensic units are prepared
to complete requests from defense attorneys if asked. Forensic units may claim that they would
be willing o complete defense requests but many defense attorneys have had problems finding
labs willing to fulfill requests.

Impartiality is a scientific requirement that diminishes biases and improves conclusions. Perhaps it's
a good time for everyone to reassess their own impartiality and review their role as a government
forensic expert.

Lab & Scene Volume 16, Issue 4
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Indiana Division IAI 19™ Annual Business Meeting
September 18, 2012
Champp's Americana

Indianapolis, Indiana

Call to Order - Roxanne Brooks, President
September 18, 2012, 1306 hrs.

Approval of 2011 Business Meeting Minutes- Motion made by C. Brite, 2" by L. McMichael. Mo-
tion carries.

President's Report, Roxanne Brooks- It has been an honor to serve on the board. The Board met 8
times. We were fortunate enough to have recruited speakers early. We returned the conference
back to Indianapolis after being in Bloomington. Hilary Wilson stepped down as Webmaster. A. Dag-
non volunteered to take her place. Brooks personally thanks the board for their support hard work
and great ideas. Brooks no longer with ISP and is now with DuPage Sheriff's Department. Hope that
the next board takes things to a higher level.

Secretary/Treasurer Report - We currently have $9,980.71 in our checking account. We are project-
ing additional costs of $3,500 for this conference. Our overall financial picture is that we took in
$1300 more than we spent for the time period of September 2011 to September 2012. During the
year, we were contacted by our bank which is Fifth Third and told that the checking account for "non
-profits” was being discontinued. We were going to have to transition into a regular business account.
Our old checking account was shut down and our funds were transferred to the new business account.
We were not charged for this as this was something that was imposed on us. We ordered new checks
requiring counter signatures for amounts over $100 per our bylaws. We issued three debit cards for
the account: secretary/treasurer, president, and vice president.

Motion made by D. Zauner to accept the Treasurer's Report. 2™ by J.Elliott. Motion carries.

Membership Report: Our current membership is 98. With membership being so low, we need to fig-
ure out a way to up our numbers since we are the number one educational provider for our field. We
need to push applications for membership! 2012 Conference - only 29 registered even though we
have the least expensive but most qualified training available. Use IDACS for announcing the confer-
ence information. Chris Brite suggests posting the conference information on ILEA website. Eric
Black announces his retirement of his position.

(continued on page. 7)
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(continued from pg. 6)

Editor/Webmaster Report, Allyson Dagnon- Paypal is a welcome addition as a means of receiving pay-
ment by credit card. Photographs of the conference will be posted on the website. Editor Dagnon plans
to interview the Forensic chair of TUPUT for an upcoming article. Dagnon invites others to either sub-
mit articles or make article suggestions.

Latent Print Committee, Allyson Daghon- Dagnon is reporting for Rachael Donaldson as Donaldson had to
be absent for a family emergency. Four certification tests were given. Two passed. There were a num-
ber of re-certifications applied for.

Election of Officers

Nominations for President- R. Vawter nominates Lorinda Gibbs. R. Brooks seconds the nom-
ination. Gibbs accepts.

Motion to close the nominations for president made by D. Zauner 2" by J. Elliott. Motion passes.

Election for Vice President- L. Gibbs nominates R. Vawter. Second by A.Dagnon. R. Vaw-
ter accepts. Motion to close the Floor for nominations made by W. Lewis and 2" by D. Zauner.
Motion carries.

Election for Six Board Members- Floor is open.

L. McMichael is nominated by R. Vawter, 2" by W. Lewis. L. McMichael accepts.
W. Lewis is nominated by S. Slack, 2™ by C. Brite. W. Lewis Accepts.

K. Proffitt is nominated by A. Dagnon, 2" by R. Vawter. K. Proffitt accepts.

R. Donaldson is nominated by A. Dagnon, 2™ by L. Gibbs. L. Gibbs accepts.

A. Dagnon is nominated by R. Brooks 2" by R. Vawter. A. Dagnon accepts.

S. Slack is nominated by W. Lewis, 2™ by L. Gibbs. S. Slack accepts.

Motion to close the floor for Board nominations made by D. Zauner2nd by R. Vawter. Motion passes.
2013 Board of Directors

President- Lorinda Gibbs

Vice President- Rodney Vawter
Board members:

e Lloyd McMichael

o Wally Lewis

o Kacie Proffitt

e Rachael Donaldson

e Allyson Dagnon

e Shane Slack
(continued on pg. 8)
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(continued from pg. 7)

(Note: Six board members were elected instead of five because R. Brooks due to her accepting a posi-
tion with the DuPage Sheriff's Department in Illinois will be unable to fulfill the position of Board
Chair. Therefore the six elected will then elect a board chair from their own, according to the Consti-
tution).

Volunteer for Secretary-Treasurer- Sean Matusko will be appointed to the position in January 2013.
Old Business- None

New Business- Dues Increase- Discussion for raising the dues $5. R. Brooks offers reasoning for the
dues increase. There is general discussion. D. Zauner makes motion to increase the dues to $20 per
year starting in 2013. 2" by C. Brite. Motion carries.

Maintaining checking account minimum- E. Black elaborates on the need to establish a minimum checking
account balance. D. Zauner speaks to making it a "board” issue and not making it a part of the Constitu-
tion or Bylaws. General consensus of the membership was to let the issue stay with the board. No fur-
ther action was taken.

Award given to E. Black as outgoing Secretary-Treasurer.

Award given to Lorinda Gibbs for service over and above the call of duty with President R. Brooks ac-
cepting new position for the DuPage Sheriff's Department.

President’s Plaque given fo outgoing president, Roxanne Brooks.

Motion to adjourn: Made by E. Lowe, 2™ by W. Lewis. Motion carries.
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FORENSIC ITC SERVICES PRESENTS

Advanced Examination and Comparison of Footwear
Evidence: Preparation for LA.I Footwear Certification

May 1-3, 2013
Indigna State Police Crime Lab
3 Days / 24 hours / Tuition $325

. Local Contaci:
Drwene 5. Hilderbrand, MEd {Ginger Foblisha
CLFE, CFWE, C5C5A Indisna State Police Crime Lab
Dromneiforensiciic com 317-621-5613
GEobliskajisp TN zov
Hotel Information:

Shall be provided to those individuals Class Location:
registering for this course Indians State Police
550 West 16" Street, Suite C
Indianapolis, TH 46220

Targer Andience: Thiz comprehensive review, 24 hour course is desizned for those footwear examiners wishing
to advance their amabytical skills for examining and comparing footwear mpression evidence and for those
wishing o look towards footwear certification.

Course Description: Have you been thinking about talong the Itemational Asseciation for Ident fication (LAT)
Footwear Certification Examiration ot are not sure if yon are ready? Dioes your agency require you o be
centified within a certain time frame and that time is approaching? Or, do you wish to achieve the high personal
goal of attaming official recognition by the weorld"s largest and oldest forensic crpanization as a Certified
Footwear Examines? If you answered “yes™ to amy of thess questions, then this is the courss for you. After
mumeTas requests and years of planning, this course has been developed and is now offered i yoo. This tainng
course i5 desizned to present a seres of mieractive lechires nsing PowerPoint, Adobe Photoshop, and varmas
other software programs. This maining session will provide a review and an overview with beoth lecure and
hands on exencizes of the proper methods and techmiques in the examination and comparison of footwear
evidence. There will be various disoossons related fo the proper techmiques and methedalopies m the
examination and comparison process. There will be heavy discussions on the mamfcnhming of outsoles and how
it pertains to the comparison process. Womeroos practical exercises in class are ofilized and implemented to
emphazize and critique the skills of the stdents to properly perform this level of ining in footwear science
Afier each exerdse the studeni s work will be crtsqued and measured.

Registration: Students mmst register at Dwane i ForensicTTC com no later than 30 days prier to the

first day of class. We apologize for the inconvenience but Forensic ITC Services doss not accept credit
cards at this time. Refinds will be issued up to 30 days prior to the traming date, affer which no refunds will be
Erned unless the class is canceled.

Farensic ITC Services * 9688 E Davenport Drive * Scottsdale, Arizona, 83260
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Advanced Ridgeology Science Workshop
May 6 - 10, 2013
Workshop Location: Local Contact: Instructor:
Indiana State Police Laboratory Ginger A. Kobliska Kathleen Bright-Birnbaum, CLPE
550 West 16" Street, Suite C 317-921-5613 kbirnbaum@desertforensics.com
Indianapolis IN 46202 gkobliska@isp.in.gov www.DesertForensics.com

Student registration:
First name Last name

Name as you would like it to appeér on certificate

Title

Agency

Address

City State ZIP

Phone

Email

Tuition: $495
Please make check payable to: Kathleen Bright-Birnbaum

PO Box 30098

Tucson AZ 85751
Lodging
A block of rooms has been reserved for attendees at the Hampton Inn Indianapolis Downtown. To make reservations, call
the hotel at 317-261-1200 and mention “Ridgeology.” The nightly rate is $91 and includes a continental breakfast.
Personnel from the host agency will provide daily transportation to & from the workshop and the hotel. Transportation to
the hotel from the Indianapolis International Airport can be arranged through Carey Indiana (www.careyindiana.com).

Cancelation Policy

Tuition will be fully refunded if cancellation is made at least 30 days prior to the start of the workshop. There will be no
refund if cancellation is requested within 30 days of the start of the workshop.

Class size
The workshop requires a minimum of 12 students. If this minimum is not met 30 days prior to the start of the workshop,
the instructor reserves the right to cancel the workshop and provide a full refund of the tuition.

www.DesertForensics.com

PO Box 30098
Tucson: AZ 85751
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Halloween Community Pictures

Pittsboro Police Dept. Officer Ron Frazier
Submitted by Lorinda Gibbs
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Upcoming Local Training

. Advanced Examination and Comparison of Footwear-

Indiana State Police Indianapolis Crime Lab
May 1-3, 2013- Tuition $325

Contact: Dwane@forensicitc.com

. Advanced Ridgeology Science Workshop

Indiana State Police Crime Lab
May 6-10, 2013- Tuition $495

Contact: kbirnbaum@desertforensics.com

Know of any upcoming
training?

Email me at adag-
non@isp.in.gov to
include it in the next
newsletter.

2013 Officers and Board Members Contact Information

President
Lorinda Gibbs
Email: Igibbs@isp.in.gov

Vice President
Rodney Vawter
E-mail: rvaw-
ter@greenfieldin.org

Secretary-Treasurer
Sean Matusko
E-mail: smatusko®@isp.in.gov

Board Members

Wally Lewis Kacie Proffitt

E-mail: wlew- E-mail: kproffitt@isp.in.gov
is@dearborncounty.in.gov

Rachael Donaldson

Chuck McMichael E-mail:
E-mail: Imcmi- Rachael.Donaldson@indy.gov
chael@greenfieldin.org
Shane Slack
Allyson Dagnon E-mail: sslack@aurora.in.us

E-mail: adagnon@isp.in.gov
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mailto:lmcmichael@greenfieldin.org
mailto:lmcmichael@greenfieldin.org
mailto:lgibb@isp.in.gov
mailto:rvawter@greenfieldin.org
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The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organization to as-
sociate persons working in the fields of forensic investigation, examina-
\ tion, and identification for the following purposes:

® To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and information
among the forensic science and criminal justice communities.

® To keep members advised of the latest developments in the forensic
and identification sciences.

® To encourage research into hew methods and techniques of forensic
investigation, examination and identification.

® To encourage professionalism and high standards in the fields of foren-
sic investigation, examination and identification.

2013 INIAI Officers and Board Members

President: Lorinda Gibbs
Vice President: Rodney Vawter
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean Matusko
Board Member: Kacie Proffitt
Board Member: Wally Lewis
Board Member: Allyson Dagnon
Board Member: Shane Slack
Board Member: Rachael Donaldson
Board Member: Chuck McMichael
Webmaster: Allyson Dagnon
Newsletter Editor: Allyson Dagnon
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2012 Indiana Division of the
IATI Conference

Let's all get involved and make this
a great newsletter!
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