
 

 

 
Hello everyone, 
 

 I cannot believe a year has already passed 
and it is almost time for our annual conference. 

 Everyone’s concerns at last year’s confer-
ence have been taken in consideration for this 
year’s conference; I want to thank those members 
who have either verbally let me know, or took the 
time to write them down. 

 Being a member of the INIAI, I feel it is the members who make it 
work. Those who get nominated as a Board member, Vice president, or 
President should be very proud and accept the nomination. Being your 
President for 2010 has been a great experience and continues to be. 
Once I got nominated and accepted the nomination I was ready for the 
challenge. 

 The 17
th
 annual Indiana IAI conference is just a little over two 

months away (October 18
th
 19

th
 and 20

th
).  We have a tentative schedule 

that should be out soon and I think there is something for all attendees. 
During the conference, there will be a breakout session on footwear for 
examiners. There will also be a footwear workshop after the conference 
(Oct 21, 22, 23) that will be held in Danville, IN.  This workshop will be for 
the crime scene investigators and detectives who work crime scenes. 

 The Board met last week and is diligently getting things completed 
for our conference. We will meet next month at the hotel in Ft. Wayne for 
the final meeting prior to the conference. Don’t forget to register; I hope to 
see you all there. 

 
Sincerely, 
Larry R. Deckard       

President  
InIAI 
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Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinets  
The SafeKeeper™ forensic evidence drying cabinet provides constant drying conditions for evidence while containing any air-

borne pathogens, particulates, fumes, and odors.  

Introduction  

The Forensic Evidence Cabinet is a containment cabinet for the drying and storing of forensic evidence. The airflow through 

the cabinet gives a constant drying medium for items of evidence large or small, and contains any fumes, odors or particu-

lates given off while drying, thus ensuring a safe working environment for personnel.  

Features Include:  

Eliminates putrid odors and chemical fumes using carbon filtration  

Dries various items of evidence in a controlled environment  

High protection of personnel from airborne hazards and bacterial pathogens thru HEPA filtration  

Protection of evidence from cross contamination  

Low airflow alarm detects pre-filter blockage  

Compliance with OSHA/ANSI regulations  

Simple to install  

Easily cleaned to prevent cross contamination  

Lockable with tamper-proof seals for security  

Safety back-up filters available ANSI Z9.5 compliant when fitted  

Dual Use Cabinets  

Our dual use fume hood/forensic cabinet may be an option for labs which want a unit that can be used as both a fume hood 

and a forensic evidence cabinet.  
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Serial Killer Survivor 
Keynote Speaker 

     Holly Dunn Pendleton  
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 This year’s keynote speaker is an Evansville native, Holly is the 

only known survivor of the Railroad Serial Killer.  She has used her trau-

matic experience to help others heal from, or hopefully avoid, similar 

situations. She lives as a survivor, not a victim. Holly speaks at schools, 

women's events, churches, civic organizations, before judicial panels, 

and has provided training sessions for the entire Evansville Police De-

partment.  Holly was the recipient of the 2006 Jefferson Award for Com-

munity Service, sponsored by the Evansville Courier and Press; and one 

of five honorees of the 2006 Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Award for 

Greatest Public Service Benefiting a Community. She was recently fea-

tured in People Magazine as a “Hero Among Us”.  Holly graduated with a 

degree in finance from the University of Kentucky in 2000 and with her 

MBA in 2006 from the University of Southern Indiana.  In 2007, she re-

ceived an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from Oakland City Univer-

sity.  

(continued on pg. 7)  



 

 

     

       

 

2010 Indiana Division IAI’s 
17

th
 Annual Educational Conference  

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Student Information 

Name:       

Agency:       

Job Title:       

INIAI Member: Yes     No  Member Number:       

Address:       

City:       State:       Zip:       

Phone:       Ext:       

Fax:       

E-mail:       

Attending: Full Conference:     Single Day(s): 18th  19th  20th      Workshop:  

Conference Information 

Location: Fort Wayne Marriott 
305 E. Washington Center Road 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825 

Dates: October 18th – 20th, 2010  

Cost: Member Registration Fee: $125 
Non-Member Registration Fee: $150 
Single Conference Day Attendance Fee: $50 per day 
Student Attendance Fee: $35 per day 
4 Hour Footwear Comparison Workshop Fee: $0  

Workshop: This is a four hour optional workshop for experienced/current footwear 
examiners that will be taking place concurrently with other speakers during 
the conference.  There is a limit of 15 students in the workshop. 

Hotel: Fort Wayne Marriott 
260-484-0411 
$86.00 per night (Please mention you are attending the INIAI Conference to 
get the discounted room rate.)  

 

Please send us your completed registration form (either through email or US Mail) and pay your 
registration fee(s) either by check (made payable to: Indiana Division IAI) or through our website 

using PayPal. 
 

Eric Black, Secretary-Treasurer 
4519 Maple Terrace Pkwy. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46835 

ericb277@verizon.net 
 

*See the INIAI website at www.iniai.org for updates, map, and hotel information. 
 

 



 

 

      

       

 

Documenting and Casting Footwear 
Impressions at the Crime Scene 
Instructed By: Lesley Hammer 

 

COURSE REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Course Information 
Description: In this presentation and workshop, photography, coating, and casting techniques will be 

discussed and practiced.  The casting methods will include both dental stone, the addition of 
potassium sulfate to dental stone, and the use of sulfur, specifically the use of sulfur cement.  
Casting techniques and photography will be practiced several times with intervening instructor 
and self-evaluations taking place to ensure competency and confidence of each student is 
achievable. 

Recommen-
ded For: 

Any level of crime scene physical evidence collection training; however, competence with 
photography equipment (camera, tripod, flash) will be required. 

Location: Hendricks County Work Release Center 
957 E. Main Street 
Danville, Indiana 46122 

Dates: October 21st , 22nd , or 23rd * 2010 
This is a one day class (separate from the Annual Conference).  Please check your preferred date. (If the 
date you have chosen is full, you will be contacted and asked if you would be able to attend on a different 
day.) 
*Those who attend the Saturday class will have the opportunity to take home the remaining 
equipment from the class. 

Time: 0900 to 1630 with a one hour lunch 

Cost: $125 

Student Information 

Name:       

Agency:       

Job Title:       

INIAI Member: Yes     No  Member Number:       

Address:       

City:       State:       Zip:       

Phone:       Ext:       Fax:       

E-mail:       
 

Please send us your completed registration form (either through email or US Mail) and pay your registration 
fee either by check (made payable to: Indiana Division IAI) or through our website using PayPal. 

 

Eric Black, Secretary-Treasurer 
4519 Maple Terrace Pkwy. 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46835 

ericb277@verizon.net 
 

*See the INIAI website at www.iniai.org for updates, map, and hotel information. 
 

INIAI Office Use Only 

Received:       Form of Payment:       Receipt Number:       

 



 

 

Individualization Using Fingerprints:  

Scientifically Reliable, Legally Valid 

 Henry Swofford 
Scheduled to speak on Oct. 20 
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 The adversarial structure of the American judicial system encourages critical review and 

challenge of incriminating evidence.  The discriminatory power of fingerprint identification has 

been a prime target of debate among critics of the discipline arguing that fingerprint identifica-

tion is neither scientifically reliable nor legally valid, and thus expert testimony to identifications 

should be excluded from the legal system.  This presentation reviews the recent challenges to 

the science of fingerprint identification, which include challenges to the premise of friction ridge 

uniqueness, testimonial claims of individualization, reliability of comparative interpretations, 

errors and error rate data, and the legal admissibility according to the standards of Daubert 

and demonstrates the faulty logic on which the claims are based.  Evidence is presented in 

response to these challenges regarding the scientific reliability and legal validity of the science 

of fingerprint identification through various peer reviewed literature sources, textbooks, and 

official positions and opinions of the NAS and various Courts within the United States. 

The Effects of Oral Chemotherapy Treatment on Friction Skin 

 Henry Swofford 
Scheduled to speak on Oct. 20 

 Between August 2009 and March 2010 a longitudinal study was conducted on the re-

producibility of friction ridge skin characteristics from an individual currently undergoing a rela-

tively new form of chemotherapy treatment known as capecitabine.  This presentation will in-

clude a discussion of the observations gathered during the course of this treatment with a fo-

cus on its side effects known as Hand and Foot Syndrome and its resulting detrimental effects 

to friction skin.  This presentation will explain the biochemical reaction taking place and the 

physiological effects on the epidermis and present a theory of why ridge units are not repro-

ducing in a traditional fashion. 
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 Henry Swofford is a graduate of Georgia State University with a Bachelor of Science de-

gree in Biology with a minor in Chemistry.  Swofford began his law enforcement career in 2003 as 

a Laboratory Technician at the headquarters crime laboratory of the Georgia Bureau of Investiga-

tion in Decatur, Georgia.  In 2008 Swofford began his employment as a Physical Scientist / Foren-

sic Latent Print Examiner with the United States Army Criminal Investigation Laboratory (USACIL) 

located in Forest Park, Georgia specializing in forensic examinations of latent finger, palm, foot-

print, footwear impression, and tire track impression identification.  In April 2010, Swofford be-

came the Research & Development Coordinator for the Latent Print Branch of USACIL.  Swofford 

also serves as the Director of BAC-Tracker International, Inc., a consulting company headquar-

tered in Atlanta, Georgia providing forensic alcohol litigation services internationally to the criminal 

justice community; President of Mobile Alcohol Solutions, LLC, formed to educate the general 

public of responsible and safe drinking habits related to alcohol consumption; and Program Man-

ager/Consultant for International Forensic Science Consultants, LLC.  Swofford has authored mul-

tiple articles in the Journal of Forensic Identification, Forensic Magazine, DWI Journal: Law and 

Science, and various other publications and presented topics in various forensic disciplines 

throughout the United States to federal, state, and local law enforcement and civil and criminal 

litigators at the Georgia State Division of the International Association for Identification, Southern 

California Association of Fingerprint Officers, Southern Association of Forensic Scientists, Society 

of Forensic Toxicologists, American Academy of Forensic Scientists, and various other confer-

ences and seminars, and has served as a guest lecturer at the Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 

Auburn Hills, Michigan.  Swofford is a past member of the Southern Association of Forensic Sci-

entists and is an active member of the International Association for Identification as well as the 

Georgia State Division of the International Association for Identification.   

Bio on Henry Swofford 

(continued from pg. 3)  Holly served as the first Executive Director of Holly’s House, Child and Adult Advo-
cacy Center until October 2009.  Holly's House, a Child and Adult Advocacy Center in Evansville, 
Indiana, was named in honor of the work Holly Dunn Pendleton has done in educating our communi-
ties on how to assist victims of sexual violence, as well as her personal efforts to reach out and help 
victims of sexual assault.  Holly’s crusade to increase awareness has extended to enlightening the 
tri-state area about the services Holly’s House provides children and adults who have suffered from 
any type of intimate crime.  The advocacy center has served over 300 victims since opening in Sep-
tember 2008.She now works full time as speaker, trainer, and advocate for victim’s rights.  Holly is 
also writing a book. 

Serial Killer Survivor 
Holly Dunn Pendleton  
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Bio on David Johnson  

 David Johnson is as Forensic Scientist II in the Latent Print Detail working for 

the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department since 2007.  David earned a Bache-

lor of Science degree in Biology from the University of California, Riverside in 2003 

and recently achieved certification as a Latent Print Examiner through the IAI in 

2009.  David has given several lectures and workshops in latent prints at local and 

national IAI conferences as well as teaching the Ridgeology Science Workshop to 

the South African Police Force.   

  How Much Is Enough? Exploring “Of Value”   
Decisions and Borderline Latent Prints 

Analysis of threshold latent prints  

David Johnson 

Scheduled to speak on Oct. 18 

 Recent US court cases, including New Hampshire v. Langill and Illinois v. 

Safford, illustrate the ever increasing pressure placed upon latent print examiners 
to provide transparent descriptions of their procedures.  The ability to make ―of 

value‖ determinations is the cornerstone of the comparison process and is based 
on expertise developed through years of training and experience. While examiners 

consider numerous factors almost instantaneously and draw accurate conclusions, 
they often struggle when asked to describe the process.   

 This lecture examines the skills and knowledge used when determining if a 
latent print is suitable for comparison/identification or even recovery. Results of 

participants that have examined borderline latents will be presented to explore the 
many factors used in making ―of value‖ judgments. This class will be helpful for 

both novice and experienced examiners alike.  
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SCHEDULE Tentative  

Monday, October 18 

8:00 AM Registration opens 

9:00 AM  Welcome and opening Remarks 

 Color Guard 

 Prayer 

 Larry Deckard, President,  

 Indiana Division IAI 

9:30 AM  Keynote Speaker 

 Holly Dunn Pendleton:  

 Serial Killer Survivor  

1030 AM  Vendor Break 

10:30 AM Sexual Assault Nurse- 

 Leslie Cook    

11:30 AM LUNCH– On your own 

1:00 PM  Face/Iris Recognition 

 Patrick Flynn-Professor-  

 Department of Computer  

 Science & Engineering  

 University of Notre Dame 

 2:00 PM  Break 

 2:15 PM   Analysis of threshold latent prints  

  David Johnson 

3:15PM    Break 

3:30 PM   Determining the significance of  

 outsole wear characteristics  

 during the forensic examination  

 of footwear impression evidence. 

 Lesley Hammer                                                                                              

5:00 PM Adjourn 

SCHEDULE Tentative  

Tuesday, October 19    

800 AM  CSI Ford Theatre, 

 Lincoln assassination and the  

 CSI response 

 Sgt. Mike Burris,  

 FT. Wayne P.D.  

9:00 AM   Break 

9:15 AM Speaker Pending 

10:15 AM Break 

10:30 AM  Electronic Crime Scenes 

 Eric Klinkowski  

 Detective Sergeant  

 Greenwood P.D.  

11:30 AM Business Meeting—Lunch 

1:00 PM Photogrammetry    

 ISP Sgt. Tom Quinn                          

1:00PM   Lesley Hammer Break out 

(4 hour Advanced Footwear  

Comparison Workshop) 

2:00 PM Break 

2:15 PM Photogrammetry cont-  

 SP Sgt. Tom Quinn 

3:15 PM Break 

3:30 PM  The Vernon Jordan assassination  

 attempt.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 Ex Police Chief Ken Van Ryan 

 FT. Wayne Police Department  

5:00 PM Adjourn 

SCHEDULE Tentative  

Wednesday October 20th  

8:00 AM   Lichtenberg Figures (lightning strikes on 

humans)  

 Sgt. Mike Burris 

 FT. Wayne P.D. 

8:30 AM New US $100 Bill (Feb 2011)  

 and Detecting Counterfeit US Currency 

 Rick Oatess-IAB Security/Facilities Officer 

9:30 AM Break 

9:45 AM Individualization Using Fingerprints, 

 Daubert, NAS  

 Henry Swofford, US Army Crime Lab 

10:45 AM Break 

11:00 AM Henry Swofford – Continued 

12:00 PM Lunch—On your own 

1:15 PM   The effects of Oral Chemotherapy Treat  

ment on Friction Skin.  

   Henry Swofford, US Army Crime Lab 

2:00 PM Break 

2:15 PM  Child Death Investigations- 

 Antoinette Laskey, MD 

3:45 PM Conference Closes 

 Final Remarks 

 Distribution of certificates 

Volume 13, Issue 6 L a b  &  S c e n e  
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5 questions 

for Diane Donnelly 

1.How did you get started in the Forensic Sciences?   

      After graduating from college, my first job was as a police dispatcher with the Sheriff’s 

Office in Austin, Texas.  They had an opening for a crime scene technician , so I interviewed 

for the position.  The Sheriff conducted the interview and requested that I look at a stack of 

color pictures depicting various types of deceased persons, from homicides and suicides to ac-

cidental deaths.  I looked at the photographs, handed them back to the Sheriff and he said 

―Well, Diane, you didn’t throw up, so you got the job.‖  That was the entire interview…no kid-

ding. 

 

2. At one point in your career you used vacuum metal deposition; can you tell us about the 

case? 

      In May of 1986 a woman was found sexually assaulted and murdered in San Diego, Cali-

fornia.  She was found in a dumpster with trash bags taped over her body.  In June of 1989 a 

print from the outside of the dumpster was identified via AFIS.  This case was turned over to a 

homicide task force whose multi-agency members were investigating the murders of 45 pros-

titutes over a seven year period.  Through further investigation, the identified person emerged 

as a prime suspect in the rape/murders of three other women.  Because the possibility existed 

that this subject could have had legitimate access to the dumpster, a forensic link was sought 

between him and the unprocessed trash bags.  It had been six years since the trash bags had 

been recovered by the evidence technician, and it was determined that the process most likely 

to yield latent prints on plastic was Vacuum Metal Deposition (VMD).  The only operational 

VMD chamber in North America at that time was located at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

in Ottawa, Canada.  They agreed to process the evidence as long as someone was there to 

observe the procedure and could testify to it in court.  VMD is a processing method that uses 

vacuum technology to deposit thin layers of vaporized gold and zinc on the substrate.  VMD’s 

strength is the ability to detect older prints, due to the extreme sensitivity it has to deposits of 

fats and lipids.  In 1992 I transported the evidence to the RCMP and three (3) prints were de-

veloped on the trash bags.  They were the oldest known prints to be developed using VMD 

technology at that time by the RCMP.  All three prints were subsequently identified to the 

same person who made the print on the dumpster.   In 1993 the identified subject was or-

dered to stand trial for the murders of four women, and the rape/attempted murders of five 

other women.  He was eventually found guilty on all charges and was given the death penalty. 

(continued on pg. 13) 
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5 questions 

for Diane Donnelly  

(continued from pg. 11) 

3. You have been a very active member of our division, what prompted you to get involved 
with the Indiana IAI?   

      Dave Zauner was instrumental in motivating me to get involved with the Indiana IAI, as 
when I moved here, Indiana was in the process of getting re-chartered, and it was a great 
way to get to know other professionals within the state. 

 
4. Has the NAS report changed any procedures in your laboratory? 
      I don’t think that is has changed any procedures as yet, as we were already an accred-

ited lab.  We are currently looking at ways we can further document what we see during the 
comparison process.  We are trying to be proactive in anticipation of where impression evi-
dence science seems to be heading.  Ask me this question in a year. 

 
5. If we were to listen to your car radio, what would we hear?   
      I listen mostly to XM radio, so on the way to work I usually listen to classic rock or pop to 

get me geared up for work.  On the way home from work I usually listen to the comedy 
channel as those comedians make even me seem ―normal‖. 

Electronic Crime Scenes  

Detective Sergeant Eric Klinkowski  
Greenwood P.D. 

Scheduled to speak Oct. 19 

 

 Whether its blood on the wall, a clothing fiber, or an IP address on a computer 

server, everything leaves a trace. D/Sgt Eric Klinkowski of the Greenwood Police De-

partment will discuss the similarities between traditional crime scene processing and 

electronic crime scenes involving cell phones, computers, and other devices. Pitfalls to 

look for and dangers you may not have considered when dealing with these ―new fron-

tier‖ crime scenes will also be discussed.  



 

 



 

 

Documenting and Casting Footwear Impressions at the 
Crime Scene 
 
Casting footwear impressions can be challenging. For example, snow, wet mud and 
extra‐fine sand are very different substrates. To capture optimum detail from the 
variety of impressions encountered at crime scenes, it is helpful to have access and 
experience with different materials and practice making adjustments to basic 
techniques. 
 
This workshop will include a variety of techniques using dental stone and sulfur cement. 
Practice and discussion will involve challenges such as impressions filled with water, 
unstable impressions and impressions in snow. Photography and documentation 
strategies will be included in the instruction, however participants are expected to bring 
and be proficient with their own photography equipment (SLR camera, flash and tripod). 
 
Through practice and professional interaction, confidence and success collecting 

physical evidence can be achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructor: Lesley Hammer 
Lesley Hammer is a certified footwear examiner and certified senior crime scene analyst 
with the International Association for Identification, as well as a certified footwear 
examiner with the Canadian Identification Society. For 15 years Ms. Hammer served the 
State of Alaska Crime Laboratory as a Forensic Scientist conducting casework in crime 
scenes, footwear and tire examination and latent prints. She holds a BA in 
Environmental Science, a MA in Teaching and a MS in Forensics from the University of 
Strathclyde in Glasgow, Scotland. She is currently the Chair of the Scientific Working 
Group on Shoe and Tire Tread Evidence (SWGTREAD). She has published several articles 
on the subject of footwear and casting impressions. 
 
For more information and/or questions 
Contact: 
Lesley Hammer 
hammer.forensics@gmail.com 
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Special thanks to 

Hilary Wilson for 

her assistance 

with this issue. 

Please help this newsletter grow by emailing any articles, news, 

personal achievements, retirements, promotions, photos,      

cartoons etc. to: 

 

Editor: Tom Pitzen 

 tpitz1@verizon.net 

Co-editor: Ally Dagnon 

     ADagnon@isp.in.gov 

 

Let’s all get involved and make this a great newsletter! 

Achievements  
 

Congratulations to Roxanne Brooks and Allyson 

Dagnon, of the Indiana State Police, on passing their 

Latent Print Certification test.  

 

Congratulations to Hilary Wilson, of the Indiana State 

Police, on her recent publication in the Journal of  

Forensic Identification. 

Don’t forget to visit the  

Indiana IAI’s Division  

Website.  

Indiana State Police Forensic Scientist Hilary Wilson, CLPE, 
serves as the INIAI webmaster and does a fantastic job keeping 

members abreast of the changing landscape in the forensic    
sciences.  

Co-Editor: Allyson Dagnon 
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President: Larry Deckard 

Vice President: Steven Estrada 

Secretary/Treasurer: Eric Black 

Board Chair: Eric Lowe 

Board Member: John Vanderkolk 

Board Member: Larry Kephart 

Board Member: Rachael Donaldson 

Board Member: Roxanne Brooks 

Board Member/Webmaster: Hilary Wilson 

Newsletter Editor: Tom Pitzen 

Co-Editor: Allyson Dagnon 

2010 INIAI Officers and Board Members 

The Indiana Division of the IAI was chartered July 29, 1994.  

This organization was established as a not-for-profit organiza-

tion to associate persons working in the fields of forensic in-
vestigation, examination, and identification for the following 

purposes: 

To encourage communication and the sharing of ideas and 

information among the forensic science and criminal justice 

communities. 

To keep members advised of the latest developments in the 

forensic and identification sciences. 

To encourage research into new methods and techniques of 

forensic investigation, examination and identification. 

To encourage professionalism and high standards in the 

fields of forensic investigation, examination and identifica-

tion. 

V o l u m e  1 3 ,  I s s u e  6   P a g e  1 7  


