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| 6th Annual Indiana IAl Conference
= Success.

To view photos, join our Facebook group or visit INIAl.org/Events
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Indiana Division

Message from the Outgoing President

Hello everyone

It’s hard to believe that 2009 is gone but I have to tell you it was my pleasure to be your Indiana
IAI President. The year flew by preparing for the conference. All in all I thought it went pretty
well. I would like to thank all of the fine speakers that we had at the conference and I hope eve-
ryone learned something. I heard a lot of positive feedback and I would like to thank the 2009
board for all their hard work and it was a pleasure working with all of them.

Congratulations to our new President Larry Deckard, I know he will do a great job. We also have new member on the
board, Roxanne Brooks from the Indiana State Police Laboratory in Indianapolis. Thank you Roxanne for stepping up
and helping out. I know you will do a great job as well. Remember if you have any suggestions that you think might make
the conference better please contact someone on the board and let them know. Remember this is your conference, so let’s
try to improve on it each year.

Once again, I would like to thank everyone for this great opportunity and I know the new President and board will not let
you down.

Sincerely,

Eric Lowe, Board Chair Indiana IAI


http://www.iniai.org/Events.htm

Introducing...

Our New Indiana IAI President

Larry Deckard
President, INIAI

From the President:
Hello everyone,

Welcome to the Indiana Division IAI for 2010. I’m Lt. Larry Deckard Crime
Scene Investigator for the Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department. This is the
first newsletter of several to come from our editor Tom Pitzen. Your officers and
board members are busy putting the 2010 training conference together. We
hope to have a great group of speakers and vendors for you, as well as a large
turnout of delegates. The date and location will follow with future newsletters.

For those of you who do not know me, I am the guy that always carries a camera
around every year at the conference taking speaker, candid, and group photos. I
am the official photographer for the IN IAI as well as the President for 2010.

I started working as a Deputy at the Hendricks County Sheriff’s Department in
1990. I moved to the Investigations Division in 1993 and was promoted to Ser-
geant working as a CSI/ Evidence Technician. In 2003 I was promoted to Lieu-
tenant which is my current rank working as CSI for the Department. My pho-
tography background comes from my father; I was taking photos before I
learned how to drive. My father has been a professional photographer for over
40 years, running a highly respected business in Danville In. My father (still my
professor) has taught me everything I know about photography, which has really
been an asset in crime scene photography.

I would like to welcome all of our new members to the Indiana Division of the
IAI and thank those that have renewed their membership.



Last year when I was elected president of this great association, I was given the job of
leading the IN IAI through the year 2010. Our primary responsibility is the planning
of our annual educational conference.

At the 2009 conference business meeting, I had ask members to let me or any of our
board members know if there was something you, the member, would like to change,
or see a vision of your own that you would like to have at the 2010 conference. The
primary goal is to have some great training, a good location, and great networking.
The response to my inquiries was overwhelming, and I thank each and every one of
you that took the time to either write down what you would like, or simply tell me or a
board member in person. All of your concerns were given to the board to view.
The board is working very hard on making our 17" annual IN IAI conference a great
educational conference for all. I am currently in negotiations with two Hotels trying
to get the best facility for the conference. I will be sending out more information about
the location and speakers as the information becomes available.

Thank you
Sincerely,

Larry R. Deckard
President
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Book Review by Steve McKasson

Forensic Comparative Science

Qualitative Quantitative Source Determination of Unique Impressions, Images, and Objects

John R. Vanderkolk

L

Elsevier Academic Press, 2009 N

(In the interest of full disclosure, John Vanderkolk and I have been friends for many years, I did a pre-publication critique
of some chapters, and he cites my book several times in the text. All that being said, I don’t feel that disqualifies me from
giving my comments on this text)

If you do any comparative identification, you owe it to yourself to read John Vanderkolk’s new book. Anyone in training in
this field needs to read this book.

John has a diverse background in comparison including but not limited to latent prints, footwear and firearms/toolmarks.
He has grappled through his whole career with trying to reconcile the differing approaches to identification that these labo-
ratory sections use, and this book is his attempt to present a unified philosophy to encompass them all.

He provides us with a wealth of sources from outside the forensic community to the concept of uniqueness, and also how
the human eye/brain deals with images. He also has developed a number of models to help us understand the complex sys-
tem that is forensic comparison. In order to accomplish his task, he has had to alter, modify or develop some definitions of
terms used by Forensic Comparative Scientists. There’s a new name right there! He avoids the term Class Characteristics
and substitutes Unnatural Repeatable Features, and he defines object, source and surface in slightly non-standard ways.
You, as I do, may find yourself resistant to some of these changes but if you read carefully you will see why he feels his
approach and his philosophy require him to do this.

The text is full of excellent illustrations of comparisons which would be extremely useful in training. John has also devel-
oped a number of models or graphic representation of various concepts and these are widely applied throughout the text.
This is not light reading and if you want to benefit, you will have to spend some time studying and digesting these models.
Might I suggest you use ACE. Analyse what he is saying. Compare it to what you already know and do. Evaluate any simi-
larities and differences to your established approach; then reach a conclusion. I have, and it is my conclusion that this text
advances the understanding of our field to a considerable extent.



Our:.customers
are oursstrength:

“Tracker is the single
most important piece of
equipment in our
laboratory.”

-Latent Examiner Pasierb
Norman PD

“AFIX Tracker has quickly
become an invaluable
tool in the management
of our fingerprint data.”

-Det, Sgt. Seller
Mattoon PD

It is no secret that the success of any
company is derived from its customers,
but few companies embrace this fact the
way we do at AFIX Technologies. We
understand that nobody knows your job
better than you, which is precisely why
our user interface and feature set have
been sculpted by twenty years of input
and feedback from our users. The result is
an intuitive and powerful system that will
streamline your workflow and enhance
productivity to unprecedented levels.

Don't take our word for it. Find out for
yourself how AFIX products will benefit
your agency from investigation and
booking to release. Call us to request
more information or to schedule a demo:

877.438.2349

Search smarter, not harder.




Volume 13, Issue 3 The quarterly publication for members of the Indiana IAl page 4

Indiana IAl now has a facebook group! Send us a request to
join (please include your INIAlI member number or 1Al
member number) so that you can receive updates about
what’s happening with INIAI!
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Create Related Event
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This is a desed group. Members must
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There are no discussions.

Start the first topic. m Tom Pitzen (Fort Wayne, IN)
m Hilary Wilson (creator)
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Links
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Post a link: | NtP:// Post

[F Come onin to read about Fingerprints and HHH...

Source: www onin.com

onin.com is & non-profit website maintained for professional and persanal
interests by a forensic sdentist with over 30 years experience working in

Special thanks to Hilary Wilson , Foren-
sic Scientist, ISP and assistant editor
Allyson Dagnon, Forensic Scientist, ISP.
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Forensic Evidence Drying Cabinets

The SafeKeeper™ forensic evidence drying cabinet provides constant drying conditions for evidence
while containing any air-borne pathogens, particulates, fumes, and odors.

Introduction

The Forensic Evidence Cabinet is a containment cabinet for the drying and storing of forensic evidence.
The airflow through the cabinet gives a constant drying medium for items of evidence large or small,
and contains any fumes, odors or particulates given off while drying, thus ensuring a safe working envi-
ronment for personnel.

Features Include:

Eliminates putrid odors and chemical fumes using carbon filtration

Dries various items of evidence in a controlled environment

High protection of personnel from airborne hazards and bacterial pathogens thru HEPA filtration
Protection of evidence from cross contamination i,
Low airflow alarm detects pre-filter blockage
Compliance with OSHA/ANSI regulations -

Simple to install N

Easily cleaned to prevent cross contamination
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SafeKeeper™

Lockable with tamper-proof seals for security

Safety back-up filters available ANSI Z9.5 compliant when fitted

Dual Use Cabinets

Our dual use fume hood/forensic cabinet may be an option for labs which want a unit that can be used as
both a fume hood and a forensic evidence cabinet.



S Questions
With
Dwane Hilderbrand

Al

1)  When and why did you start working heavily in footwear and tire impression examinations?

| have been interested in shoes and tires since | was a young boy. | started collecting pictures of shoes when | was 6.
Shoes and tires just fascinated me-how they were made, where they came from, why people would purchase one shoe
or tire over another. | did not get involved in shoe and tires as a forensic discipline until 1985. | did not even know it was
a forensic discipline. | had seen a shoe print at a crime scene and it started to make me wonder-what can | tell about
this suspect. So, | started to do research on the impression.

2) Did you have any mentors? If so, who and what are some of the important things you took away from
them?

Yes, Mr. Ernie Hamm. | took his joy and excitement that he demonstrated in his love for the science. Ernie was a great
mentor.

3)  Why do you think footwear and tire impressions are one of the more common pieces of evidence missed
at crime scenes? Other than additional training, do you have any advice to CSls in the field in regards to the
preservation of these impressions?

| think this evidence is most commonly missed because of the lack of training and the lack of understanding what it can
do. Itis the only evidence at a crime scene that can tell you something immediately. | also think in some cases it is lazi-
ness in the collection and preservation processes. | know it takes time but with time results are better.

Advice for CSI's: Take your time with this evidence. It does tell you something.

4)  What are some of the investigative information that could be obtained from footwear/tire impressions? Ex-
plain why these can be very valuable in the initial part of the investigation?

It can provide leads, Links the suspect or vehicle to the scene, Positive Identifications can be made, Aids in event recon-
struction

Also, with Footwear: Type of shoe, make of shoe, description of the shoe, path or direction taken, approximate or precise
shoe size, how many people may be involved.

With Tires: Type of tire, make of tire, Description of the tire or possible vehicle, Path or direction. How many tires, Tire
sizes.

5) How does your family deal with your never ending collection of shoes? Do you have any funny/strange
stories that have arisen for working in this field?

| have been married for 25 years. My wife pretty much puts up with me. She thinks my love for shoes and tires is funny.

| was leaving the toy store one day with my son when he looked down, seeing a set of shoeprint said, “Daddy let’s follow
these shoes print and see it we can find this guy. | think they are a Nike athletic shoe”. My son was 8 years old.
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Don’t forget to visit the
Indiana IAI’s Division

Website.

Indiana State Police Forensic Scientist Hilary Wilson has volunteered
to serve as the INIAI webmaster and has been doing a fantastic job
keeping members abreast of the changing landscape in the forensic sci-
ences. Thanks go to Marcus Montooth for establishing a great site.

Please help this newsletter grow by submitting any articles, news, personal achievements, retirements, pro-
motions, photos, cartoons etc...to: Editor, INIAI Laboratory 4th floor 1320 E. Creighton Av. Fort Wayne,
IN. 46803 Or you can email to: tpitzl @verizon.net or Ally Dagnon, ISP at ADagnon@isp.in.gov

Let’s all get involved and make this a great newsletter!
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IMmprimus

Training for the Crime Scene Professional

Specializing in Forensic Training and Support Services

Training Workshops

Bazic Svidence Technic an's Schoo
Bazic & Advanced Phstography
Biulugival & Trave Evidenae

Crime Scene First Responder
Fingerprint Develapmeant & Recavery
Feaedwmar & Tire Track Fuidence
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rneident Seene Wideagraphy Poarilulio
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Paich Buoad

Rezpar: Writing
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Imprimus Forensic Services, LLC is dedicabed to providing hioh quizlicy training

= and support services fior tha investigatve community. We believe that the best
method for developing e techniques and skills necessary ta perform tasks
redaled Lo this Nele, is Lhrowgh bands-ore e ning Laughl by eeperienoed
irstructors using appropriase cquipment,

Cwr workshops are competency based programs where skills are haned through
forused Eralning, developed around careful task analysls of incdent scena
. peocessing funchions. All sessizns are designed ta complimen: and reinforce one
Serving _thE Great Lakes another through an overapping of ckill sectors
Region & Beyond
; In addiion to our stardard programs, we can work with yaur agency bo create
a ocustomized training regimen tailored to sulk the needs of veur perscnnal.

Specialized Services

Training Partnarships

Visit Our Web Sitc

Courtroom & Tria Servioos Wartheastem I nols Pullic Safety Please slop by and visk o mes
Training Acadermy sibe. Program descrplions, cosk
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Irnprimus Farensic Services, LLC -
Yaur first source for forensic consuling servilces. :

PO, Box 1532 - Adington Hzegats, IL BO006 - 347804 8420 - wwow imprimus netl
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Ideal Innovations, Inc.

I° is a veteran-owned firm offering progressive technological, scientific,
managerial and security solutions to the Government and private industry
that help protect lives, enhance survivability, and enable more efficient opera-
tions.

Our highly skilled subject matter experts provide innovative solutions in the
areas of biometrics, forensics, IED defeat, engineering services, database
and software development, training and advanced armor systems.

Forensics

I° is a leader in the exploration and evaluation of current and emerging foren-
sic technologies that identify personnel using fingerprint, iris, face, palm, and
voice recognition. We have worked closely with Government organizations
on forensic policy, strategy and requirements development, technology inte-
gration and testing, and product certification. We have provided nation-
building forensic support to the Government of Iraq with the current Auto-
mated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), trained their operators and
continue to provide management oversight for the system.

I”’s extensive experience in forensics includes latent print processing and ex-
amination, Tenprint Examination, DNA collection and examination, inert ord-
nance examination and documentation, Integrated Ballistics Information Sys-
tem (IBIS) data analysis, and toolmark analysis.
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2010 Board Members and Officers
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President: Larry Deckard, Hendricks County Sheriff's Dept.
Vice-President: Steven Estrada, Greenwood Police Dept.
Secretary-Treasurer: Eric Black, Fort Wayne Police Dept.
Board Chairman: Eric Lowe, Greenwood Police Dept.
Board Members
Rachael Donaldson, Marion County Forensic Services Agency.
Larry Kephart, Franklin Police Dept.

Roxanne Brooks, Indiana State Police
John Vanderkolk, Indiana State Police
Hilary Wilson, Indiana State Police
Webmaster: Hilary Wilson, Indiana State Police
Editor: Tom Pitzen, Fort Wayne Police Dept.

Co-editor: Allyson Dagnon, Indiana State Police
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The best
evidence tape solution

Thousands of departments like yours rely on us to provide the best tape
available. Our products are field tested and you always have our 100%
money-back quarantee if you are not completely satisfied. Order six or more
rolls of our Split-Back Zipr-Weld tape and receive FREE custom imprinting.

WE'LL EVEN GIVE YOU THE SHIRT OFF OUR BACK!

Don't delay. Order today and we'll also send you
a FREE Crime Scene Gear T-shirt.

LYNN PEAVEY COMPANY
1-800-255-6499 ¢ www.lynnpeavey.com



