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Hi Everyone! 

 

For those who don't know me, I'm Rachael Donaldson.  I am a latent print examiner for the 

Indianapolis-Marion County Crime Lab and have been for approximately five years now.  Be-

fore that I was a tenprint processor for the Indianapolis Police Department Identification Sec-

tion.  I have been a member of the INIAI since 1999 and have previously served on the Board 

and as Vice President. I have had the pleasure of attending several educational conferences 

over the past few years. 

 

As this year's conference planner,  I have decided to bring the 2008 conference back to central 

Indiana---Indianapolis to be exact.  It will be held at the Marriott East on October 6th,  7th,  & 

8th.  This year's conference is going to entail a few changes; some things that have not yet been 

done at an Indiana Division conference.  Several lecturers have tentatively agreed to speak, 

including Dr. Neal Haskell, Dr. Stephen Nawrocki, and John Quinn, with the State of Iowa, 

Division of Criminal Investigations, who is speaking on an interesting serial killer case.  In 

addition there will also be a mock crime scene with demonstrations of several disciplines.   A 

short mock trial Wednesday morning is on the agenda as well. A deputy prosecutor, defense 

attorney, and judge will be participating and two of our own INIAI members will be featured 

as witnesses.  Hopefully, this will give the attendees a more 'hands-on' experience and a true 

view of what happens at a scene and in the courtroom.  I hope everyone enjoys this change of 

format. 

 

I anticipate a captivating as well as informative conference for 2008!  I look forward to seeing 

you all there.  Thank you. 

INIAI President Rachael Donaldson 
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Please help this newsletter grow by submitting any articles, news, personal achievements, retirements, promotions, photos, car-

toons etc…to: Editor, INIAI Laboratory 4th floor 1320 E. Creighton Av. Fort Wayne, IN. 46803 Or you can email to: 

tpitz1@verizon.net  

Let’s all get involved and make this a great newsletter! 

NEW LATENT PRINT EXAMINER: 

IS THIS MY DESTINY? 
 

Wikipedia defines destiny as a predetermined future or course of events.  I sit back and gaze at the concept 

that, wow I am a Forensic Scientist.  As I reflect back at the events that got me to where I am today, I wonder was 

it by chance or my destiny to be here?  I can remember when I was a child tracing the creases in the palms of my 

hand, foreshadowing, maybe!  But I would actually be using creases to help as an identification marker while com-

paring prints.  Or the fact that while performing my internship that Latent Prints was the only unit that I did not 

get to shadow or work with.  My zodiac sign is that of the Gemini, symbol -- twins, and I have fraternal twin girls.  

Even though their not identical they still have a higher percentage rate of having fingerprint pairs to match in pat-

tern type then regular siblings, which I can’t wait to examine closer when they learn to sit still.  When I first got to 

the unit the two examiners that were there each one of them have the same middle name as my twins and the new 

examiner that came in the unit the same month as me is a fraternal twin.  Call me crazy but I think I was suppose 

to be right where I am. 

The point I’m trying to make is you may start out wanting to become something else and events happen in 

your life that place you in a totally different setting.   When ever I get the chance I ask seasoned examiners what 

led them to this field of study, most reply it was out of the ordinary and a field that took skill.  I know for me, when 

I was a new graduate I was applying to all entry level positions and wanted something in the drug unit, but I got 

the calling for fingerprints.  I have to say I am very happy that I am working within the latent print unit.  I did not 

realize the magnitude of knowledge from different sciences that a latent print examiner needs to be familiar with.  

This is why I like my job, there is always some new technique to help enhance latent prints, new discoveries of 

learning why fingerprints are unique, and a vast community of experienced examiners to learn from.  I love to ask 

questions as to why, what, who, when, or how something works so that I can gain all the information needed so 

that I can become the most efficient, effective, and qualified examiner that I can be. So I can not wait until I get to 

go to a conference or a workshop to absorb all the new data, ideas, and techniques that will be offered.  Knowing 

that what I do may bring closure, justice, or just answers to a case makes me want to put my best foot forward to 

generate good work.  I am one of the few people in the world who can actually say, “I love what I do.” 

My advice to you is to sit back, take a look around and reflect on the events in your life that brought you to 

where you are and ask yourself, “Is this my destiny?” 

 

Roxanne S. Brooks 

Forensic Scientist 

Indiana State Police 

Indianapolis Regional Laboratory 
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A special thanks goes to Joe Gass for all his hard work in 

making the “Lab & Scene” the premier newsletter in the 

United States. 

Also a special thanks to Ginger Kobliska for her contributions 

to this newsletter. 
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http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/inddt-indianapolis-marriott-east/ 

Our Fifteenth Conference will be 

held at the beautiful Marriott 

East in Indianapolis. 

Hope to see you there! 

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/inddt-indianapolis-marriott-east/
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INDIANA DIVISION OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR IDENTIFICATION 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

DATES:   Monday through Wednesday, October 6 through 8, 2008 

LOCATION:   Indianapolis Marriott East 

7202 East 21st Street, Indianapolis, Indiana  46219 

(21st Street & Shadeland Avenue, just off Interstate 70) 

(317) 352-1231 or (800) 228-9290 

LODGING:   LaQuinta Inn 

7304 East 21st Street, Indianapolis, Indiana  46219 

    (Just a few steps from the Marriott on the same campus) 

    (317) 359-1021 

The conference room rate is $69 per night plus tax, which includes a continental break-

fast.  Make reservations by September 5 and mention the Indiana IAI conference to ob-

tain this rate. 

PROGRAM: Speakers from across Indiana and the Midwest with expertise in many areas have been 

invited to participate in a multi-disciplinary program that will have something to offer 

for all who attend.  If you have an unusual case, new technique, or other material of in-

terest that you would like to present at the conference, please contact: 

     Rachael Donaldson, President 

     Indianapolis-Marion County Forensic Services Agency 

     (317) 327-3776 or rdonalds@indygov.org 

Watch for future announcements or visit our website, INIAI.org, for more information as 

the program develops. 

 

VENDORS: Companies from across the country that provide products and services used in crime 

scene investigation and forensic identification have been invited to exhibit at the 2008 

conference.  Our vendor coordinator is: 

  G. Eric Lowe, Vice President 

  Greenwood Police Department (317) 887-4715 or lowee@greenwood.in.gov 

 

REGISTRATION: The member registration fee will remain unchanged at $125 for the full conference.  Fur-

ther details and registration forms will be available soon.  For information, please con-

tact: 

  AnnaMary Sullivan, Secretary-Treasurer 

  indianaiai@aim.com 
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Ridgeology Science Workshop 

To be Hosted by the Indiana State Police in Indianapolis 

Dates:   September 15-19, 2008 
Where:   Indiana State Police Laboratory, Indianapolis 

Topic:    Latent Print Comparisons 

Format:    Lecture, Practical Exercises 

Instructor:    Josh Bergeron, CLPE 

Time Allotted:  40 Hours 

Registration Info: www.foridents.com 

Email:     bonnie@foridents.com 

Telephone:          888-235-1230 

 

 

Student Perspective of RSW-Plus: 

Written by Frances Phetteplace 

I went to the Ridgeology Science Workshop Plus class in December of 2007; it was part of my 

latent print examiner training program. When I took the class I was in the 6th month of my 

training. It was surprising to me the mixture of people in the class; there were a few people 

that were trainees like me but the vast majority of individuals were people that had been ex-

aminers for at least a few years. There were at least two people there with over 15 years of ex-

perience. So what is the big draw for experienced examiners as well as new people to come to 

this class? For one, the comparison exercises are very challenging and can help any examiner 

evaluate their own abilities and give an idea as to whether a person is ready for the IAI certifi-

cation test. The lifts and standards are all examples that were produced during an investiga-

tion. Examiners are evaluated at the beginning of the class and provided with a comparison 

exercise that is in line with their evaluation. During the week long class a goal of 60 individu-

alizations is set. The Ridgeology class did not focus solely on comparing, although that does 

comprise half of the 40 hours. Along with comparing, the history of the philosophy and meth-

odology, the anatomy of the skin and how persistence is maintained, current legal concerns 

and the need for continued scientific research were all discussed. A final exam is given on the 

last day of the class, and your test grade along with the number of comparisons completed is 

used to calculate a grade. Yes, that is right; you do actually receive a grade and you do have to 

achieve a passing score to get your certificate at the end of the class. Along with the challenge, 

there is fun to be had. Both of the instructors, Glenn Langenburg and Josh Bergeron, are easy 

going and have a good scene of humor; they also enjoy going out after class and getting to 

know the class attendees. I was glad to have the opportunity to go to this class; it provided an 

opportunity to discuss and hear differing opinions on current topics and to test my abilities. It 

also gave me a chance to meet other examiners from different geographic areas and find out 

how things are done differently in other agencies. If you have a chance, the time, and the 

money I would definitely recommend this class. 

http://www.foridents.com/
mailto:bonnie@foridents.com
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2008 Board  Members and  Officers 

President: Rachael Donaldson, Marion County Forensic Lab.  

Vice-President: Eric Lowe, Greenwood Police Dept. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Anne Sullivan, Indiana State Police. 

Board Chairman: Dave Zauner, Marion County Forensic Lab.   

Board Members 

Pat Jones, Purdue 

Larry Deckard, Hendricks County  

Rick Hammer, Indiana State Police 

John Vanderkolk, Indiana State Police 

Bill Dwenger, Shelbyville Police Dept. 

Webmaster: Marcus Montooth, Indiana State Police 


