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025 RECAP AND SEND OFF 

Seasonôs Greetings!  

 

I would like to thank our 2025 INIA board members and officers once 
again for a bringing about another successful conference this past Octo-
ber. My own skills and abilities are very limited, so I relied heavily on 
your knowledge, wisdom, and insights. Your 2025 board and officers 
were Vice President Lana Howard, Board Chair (and editor) Kaitlin 
Hayes, Treasurer/Secretary Mallory Rafferty, board members John Van-
derkolk, Taylor Corey, Kim Settlemoir, Brianna Gibbs, Marcus Mon-
tooth, and our social media specialist Brittany Raper.  Also, thanks to 
Kacie Settlemoir who helped Kim put together the conference programs.  

I also extend my congratulations to our 2026 board members and offic-
ers who were elected at our annual board meeting, President Lana How-
ard, Vice President Brianna Gibbs, Secretary Kacie Settlemoir, Treasurer 
Mallory Rafferty, board members John Vanderkolk, Marcus Montooth, 
Taylor Corey, Todd Knowles,  Allison Melvin, and Kim Settlemoir, and 
board member/editor Kaitlin Hayes.  I will continue to serve in 2026 as 
your Board Chair.  

Your 2026 board has already done important work in planning the 2026 
conference.  We need your help, if you would like to speak in 2026 or 
have an idea for a speaker, please let one of us know. Lastly, if you know 
of a member whoôs contributed time and talent for ñthe good of the divi-
sionò please nominate them for the ñGood of the Division Awardò for 
2026. You can do so by emailing any of your 2026 board members or 
officers.  I look forward to serving the INIAI in 2026, helping to plan and 
attending the conference are always highlights of my year so I thank you 
for allowing me to serve.  

INIAI 2026 Board Chair/2025 Past President: 

Daniel Recker, CLPE 
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President 
Daniel Recker 

daniel.recker@indy.gov  

Vice President 
Lana Howard 

lhoward@carmel.in.gov 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Mallory Rafferty  

mrafferty@isp.in.gov 

 

What English monarch is often 

credited with introducing turkey 

as part of the Christmas menu?  

 

 Which U.S. state has a town 

named Santa Claus?  

 

What were the first artificial 

Christmas trees made of?  

 

What is Santaôs mailing address?  

 

Answers on page 9 
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Opening Ceremonies 
 

Thank you to the  

Indianapolis Metro Police 

 Department  

for their help during our opening  

ceremonies! 
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Casson Reynolds 

ñCrime Scene Reconstructionò 

Michelle Vitali 

ñForensic Artistò 

John Vanderkolk 

ñCrease and 3rd Level Detailò 

Workshop 
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Honoring 2024 President,  

Daniel Recker 

Photo Contest Winner 
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Raffle Ticket Winners 

Conference Attendees 





 

 

Say goodbye to your 2025 Board of Directors and Officers 
President : Daniel Recker, VP: Lana Howard , Board Chair & Editor: Kaitlin 

Hayes, Secretary-Treasurer: Mallory Rafferty, Board of Directors: Kim Set-

tlemoir, Taylor Corey, Marcus Montooth, John Vanderkolk, Bri Gibbs 
 

 

  Say hello to your 2026 Board of Directors and Officers 
President: Lana Howard VP: Bri Gibbs , Board Chair: Daniel Recker, Secre-

tary: Kacie Settlemoir, Treasurer: Mallory Rafferty, Editor: Kaitlin Hayes 

Board of Directors: Kim Settlemoir, Marcus Montooth, John Vanderkolk,  

Taylor Corey, Allison Melvin, Todd Knowles 

 GOODBYE 2025, HELLO 2026 

  т 

Christmas Movies that 

Highlight Indiana 

 

  

 

 

 

ñA Christmas Storyò 
Hoffman, IN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñSnowed-Inn Christmasò 
Santa Claus, IN 

 

 

 

 

 

ñA December Brideò 
 Chapel Springs, IN 

 

 

 

 

 

ñRemember the Nightò 
Wabash, IN 

 

https://www.etsy.com/listing/1373642948/forensic-science-gifts-15oz-mug-coffee?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=forensic+science+gifts&ref=sr_gallery-3-8&edd=1&sts=1&organic_search_click=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/962959584/dna-helix-pencil-holder?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=cool+science+gifts&ref=sr_gallery-5-33&etp=1&organic_search_click=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/771282794/criminologist-gift-custom-caricature?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=forensic+science+gifts&ref=sc_gallery-1-11&pro=1&frs=1&edd=1&plkey=9b09e81d020441c4fc7cf28a0f6f1d710f
https://www.etsy.com/listing/771282794/criminologist-gift-custom-caricature?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=forensic+science+gifts&ref=sc_gallery-1-11&pro=1&frs=1&edd=1&plkey=9b09e81d020441c4fc7cf28a0f6f1d710f


On Feb. 19, 1971, the badly decomposed body of an uni-
dentified white female was discovered floating in Shady 
Brook Creek at Lake Panasoffkee under the Interstate 75 
overpass in Sumter County, Florida. The victim was found 
with a size 36 menôs leather belt wrapped around her 
neck. She appeared to be wrapped in carpet, and wearing 
plaid green pants, a matching green shirt, and a shawl 
with green and yellow print, along with a Baylor wrist-
watch, a yellow gold ring with clear stone on her left ring 
finger, and a small, thin yellow gold necklace. Investiga-
tors believed that she had been dumped off the overpass 
approximately one month earlier. 

During the initial investigation, the victim was determined 
to be a white female, approximately 5ô 2ò to 5ô 5ò inches 
tall and weighing between 110 and 120 pounds with dark 
hair and brown eyes. Forensic examination of the remains 
determined that she was between the ages of 17 and 24 
when she was killed, she had given birth to at least two 
children, she had previous dental work, to include a crown 
on her front tooth, and had undergone the Watson-Jones 
procedure on her right ankle. 

During the course of the investigation, the Sumter County 
Sheriffôs Office consulted with numerous agencies and 
laboratoriesðboth public and privateðto assist in identi-
fying the victim through forensic analysis. However, the 
state of her remains were problematic in providing a via-
ble profile. Multiple persons of interest were interviewed, 
and numerous missing person cases were compared and 
ultimately ruled out. 

For nearly 55 years, the Sumter County Sheriffôs Office has 
continuously worked to generate and follow up on leads to 
identify the victim and her killer. The Sheriffôs Office has 
made multiple attempts to engage the publicôs help by dis-

tributing fliers with the victimôs reconstructed image to 
law enforcement agencies throughout the United States 
and seeking help through social media platforms. Her case 
has received national media coverage and was also fea-
tured on an episode of Unsolved Mysteries in 1992. 

In October 2025, Little Miss Lake Panasoffkee was finally 
identified through advanced latent print analysis as 
Maureen L. Minor Rowan, known by friends and family as 
ñCookie.ò The Sumter County Sheriffôs Office has identi-
fied a person of interest in this case, her estranged hus-
band, Charles Emery Rowan, Sr., better known as 
ñEmery,ò but is seeking the publicôs help in providing ad-
ditional information to bring justice to Cookie and her 
family. 

Timeline 

1971 ï Initial Discovery and Investigation 

¶ February 19, 1971: Unidentified remains discovered 
near Lake Panasoffkee, Florida 

¶Immediate Actions: 

¶ Forensic Autopsy 

¶ Fliers with composite sketches created and distributed 
nationwide 

¶ Letters sent to all U.S. sheriffôs offices seeking identifi-
cation of the victim 

¶  

¶ The initial investigation was limited by forensic tech-
nology available at the time. 
1986 ï Exhumation & New Forensic Techniques 

¶ Remains were exhumed to leverage advances in foren-
sic science. 

¶Forensic Efforts Include: 

¶ Forensic anthropology (skeletal analysis for age, stat-
ure, ancestry, trauma) 

¶ Dental comparison 

¶ Facial reconstruction 

¶ Early DNA testing 

¶  
1992 ï ñLittle Miss Lake Panasoffkeeò case aired 
on Unsolved Mysteries (10/14/92) 

 

 

LATENT PRINT ANALYSIS IDENTIFIES LITTLE MISS LAKE 
PANASOFFKEE AFTER 55 YEARS 



2006 ï Fingerprints for Unidentified Body 
Sent to FBI 

¶ The victimôs fingerprints were sent to the FBI in 
attempt to identify the victim by comparing the finger-
prints to the national database 
2013 ï Fingerprints for Victim Sent to FBI 
from Previous Arrest 

¶ We now know that the victimôs fingerprints from 
an arrest in 1970 arrest were uploaded by Hillsborough 
County Sheriffôs Office and sent to the FBI. This was 
unknown and only discovered after her identification 
was made using IDEMIAôs Storm ABIS. 
2018 to Presentï Continued efforts to identify 
the victim 

¶After genealogy was used to identify the Golden State 
Killer in California, attempts to create a genealogy pro-
file through DNA were made. 

¶ Numerous labs with various capabilities were con-
sulted to no avail. 

¶  

¶ Latent fingerprint analysis greatly improved with 
automated systems and high-resolution techniques. 

¶ More detailed analysis of victimôs medical history 
and physical characteristics to aid in identification. 
February 2025 ï STORM Fingerprint System 
Went Live and Operational 

¶ Sumter County Sheriffôs Office acquired Storm 
ABIS (Automated Biometric Identification System), a 
system owned by IDEMIA to provide enhanced finger-
print identification and analysis to law enforcement 
agencies. 
October 2025 

¶ Detectives had a persistent instinct to further pur-
sue latent print examination. 

¶ Detectives collaborated with the Sheriffôs Officeôs 
new Latent Print Examiner and discussed comparisons 
for the prints. 

¶ Latent Print Examiner submitted prints through 
IDEMIA Storm System, which resulted in a positive 
identification of the victim as Maureen L. Minor Ro-
wan (ñCookieò) (DOB: 3/21/49). 

¶ Once the positive identification was made, it was 
confirmed that Maureen Minor Rowan (ñCookieò) had 
never been reported to law enforcement as a missing 
person and she was not subject to entry as a Missing 
Person. 
The Sumter County Sheriffôs Office is seeking the pub-
licôs assistance in solving this case. We are asking for 
anyone that knew Maureen ñCookieò Minor Rowan or 

Charles ñEmeryò Rowan to reach out to speak with a 
detective. They had ties to their last known address 
(1206 Windermere Way, Tampa FL). They also had ties 
to Jacksonville, Gainesville, and Inigma, Georgia. 

ñFor nearly 55 years, our family lived without answers 
about what happened to my mother. We now know 
that she was óLittle Miss Lake Panasoffkee.ô But she 
was more. She was a mother, a daughter, a sister, and a 
woman who deserved a full life. We are deeply grateful 
to the Sumter County detectives and the local commu-
nity who never gave up on her. Now that she has been 
identified, our family can begin to heal. We ask anyone 
who has any information on who killed our mother to 
please come forward,ò said the family in a statement. 

ñThis is a deeply meaningful moment for our agency 
and our community, but more importantly to the fami-
ly that has waited almost 55 years for answers. This 
breakthrough exemplifies the dedication of every in-
vestigator who has worked on this case over the past 
five decades and reflects the unwavering commitment 
of the Sumter County Sheriffôs Office to seek the truth 
and deliver closure to families. This case stands as a 
powerful reminder of why we never give up,ò said Sher-
iff Patrick Breeden. 

LATENT PRINT ANALYSIS IDENTIFIES LITTLE MISS LAKE 
PANASOFFKEE AFTER 55 YEARS 




