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Hello INIAI members,  

The 2026 Educational Conference is quickly approach-

ing. As we continue to prepare and book events, you should too! 

This yearôs conference will be located at the French Lick Resort 

in French Lick, Indiana. 

On the following page, you will find links to register for this 

yearôs conference, as well as the hotel booking link for rooms 

that have been blocked off especially for this INIAI event.  

Your INIAI board members and officers are working diligently 

to find new speakers and topics to present at this yearôs confer-

ence. Be on the lookout for information regarding who they are 

and what their presentations entail, in the next issue of the IN-

IAI newsletter coming in late August.  

Until then, we hope you enjoy this quarterôs newsletter, and 

donôt forget to send in your membership renewals and dues if 

you have not yet. More information on that, can be found on the 

second to last page of this publication.  

Thank you all for your support and we cannot wait to see every-

one soon!  

INIAI Editor,  

 Kaitlin Hayes 
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Volume 30, Issue 2 

INIAI 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Conference Location ................................... 2 

DNA & FP Analysis ..................................... 3 

Cold Cases ................................................... 7 

Training Opportunities .............................. 8 

Membership Info  ....................................... 12 

 

President 
Lana Howard 

lhoward@carmel.in.gov  

Vice President 
Brianna Gibbs 

bgibbs@co.hendricks.in.us  

Treasurer 
Mallory Rafferty  

mrafferty@isp.in.gov 

Secretary 
Kacie Settlemoir  

ksettlemoir@isp.in.gov  

 

A story involving a sickle 

(farming implement) and flies is 

the first documented case of 

which branch of forensics?  

 

T/F: A Forensic Anthropologist 

can determine the age, gender 

and ethnicity of a human being 

from a study of skeletal re-

mains.  

 

Which genetic material, whose 

structure was determined by 

Watson and Crick in 1953, has 

become an important compo-

nent in forensic identification?  

 

Which characteristic of frag-

ments of metal (including bul-

lets and bombs), glass, ceramics 

and even skid marks on exposed 

surfaces can be used to identify 

the origin of these materials?  

FORENSIC SCIENCE 

TRIVIA 

Answers will be revealed in the next 

issue! 
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2026 ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

¶ Group code: 1026IND   

¶ Password: 1026IND 

Ý Call-In Number: 1-844-241-6361 

Click Here to Book 

¶ October 6th-8th 

Ý Click Image to Register 

https://book.rguest.com/wbe/group/707/frenchlick/auth
http://www.iniai.org/events.html


TEAM DEVELOPS NEW METHOD FOR SIMULTANEOUS 
ANALYSIS OF DNA AND FINGERPRINTS 

A research team in Poland 
has developed a new forensic 
method that allows more in-
formation to be obtained 
from a single sample by tak-
ing an interdisciplinary ap-
proach. 
 
Research lead Aneta 
Lewkowicz from the Univer-
sity of Gdansk says the new 
method combines fingerprint analysis with DNA analysis as well 
as analysis of biomolecules present in sweat and sebum. This al-
lows a single procedure to obtain more information from a single 
trace. 
 
ñCombining these two approaches into a single coherent protocol 
can significantly increase the evidential value of the material ob-
tained. It can also streamline the work of the investigating au-
thorities and those working directly with the traces,ò said 
Lewkowicz. 
Currently, two basic identification methods dominate forensic 
analysis: fingerprint analysis and genetic material testing. How-
ever, these procedures have their limitationsðthey often allow 
only one type of trace to be assessed and can be partially destruc-
tive. 
 
ñThe use of fingerprint powders applied with special brushes can 
lead to the transfer of genetic material from one trace to anoth-
er,ò said Lewkowicz. ñThe use of a solution to visualize prints 
greatly reduces this risk.ò 
 
The development of the new method is the result of an interdisci-
plinary approach combining biology (genetic material), physics 
(spectroscopic characteristics of the dyes used in the analysis) 
and chemistry (the reaction environment and interactions occur-
ring in the solution). 
 
ñOnly by combining these perspectives is it possible to create a 
complete, methodologically and interpretatively consistent pro-
tocol for handling research material, said Lewkowicz. 
 
The new method also offers additional possibilities for analyzing 
biological material. In addition to identifying the person who left 
the trace, in the case of material from a deceased person, it can 
provide information about, among other things, the time of 
death. The solution developed by the team does not destroy ge-
netic material or other biomolecules, which increases the effec-
tiveness and reliability of the analyses. 
 
ñWe are striving to combine all elements of the procedure in such 
a way that, despite the difficult conditions at the scene, it is possi-
ble to obtain reliable and repeatable results,ò said Lewkowicz. 
Although the work is basic research, scientists are already think-
ing about its practical application. They say the method can be 
used routinely in forensic laboratories, both in Poland and in a 
broader international context. 

  о 

WE WANT 
YOUR  

FEEDBACK 

Did you enjoy the last 

conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and 

least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better 

this year? 

Please give your feed-

back! 

Email: khayes@isp.in.gov 

 

If you have any photos 

from past educational 

conferences or outings, 

please email them; we 

would love to share on 

our social media pages 

and newsletters! 

  о 
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NEW TOOL COULD LINK SERIAL KILLER VICTIMS BY FACIAL SIMILARITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Researchers at Murdoch University 
have developed a forensic intelligence 
tool that could help police link the vic-
tims of serial offenders by analyzing 
their facial appearance. 

Previous studies have shown that fea-
tures such as age, sex, class and physi-
cal appearance can influence an of-
fenderôs choice of victim. It is also sus-
pected that some serial killers seek out 
victims who resemble an opposite sex 
parent or a family member associated 
with childhood trauma. 

ñSerial homicide and sexual offenders 
are sometimes linked to many more 
offences than they are formally 
charged with,ò said Associate Profes-
sor Brendan Chapman, Chair in 
the School of Medical, Molecular and 
Forensic Sciences at Murdoch Univer-
sity. ñCases without powerful evidence 
often remain unsolved or unlinked 
and go cold. A new method that could 
help link victims to victims, through 
subtle facial geometry similarities, 
may provide intelligence to help inves-
tigators focus their efforts.ò 

Led by Chapman, researchers explored 
Face Similarity Linkage (FSL) as a fo-
rensic tool to help identify potential 
connections between victims of sex-
ually motivated crime. 

The team analyzed photos of three 
people from a public research image 
database, each photographed at nine 
different anglesðreplicating the kind 
of informal, off angle images often 
supplied to police from social media or 
personal collections. 

They then isolated 21 key facial land-
marksðincluding the corners of the 
eyes, edges of the lips, chin and nose 
tip ð measured the distances between 
them, and converted those measure-
ments into ratios. This allowed the 
team to cancel out distortions caused 
by photo angle or scale and compare 
faces more reliably. 

Using several tests to minimize varia-
tion between readers and camera an-
gles, the researchers identified which 
facial measurements were most useful 
in distinguishing between the three 
unrelated individuals. 

According to the study, published 
in The Police Journal: Theory, Practice 
and Principles, the team found 55 faci-
al measurements that remained stable 
across different angles, allowing them 
to compare faces far more reliably 
than before. The measurements could 
be used to find differences or similari-
ties in the facial structure of victims, 
even with imperfect photos. 

ñWith only simple instructions, our 
untrained testers were still able to 
keep error rates to around 5%, and we 
know we can drive that even lower 
with proper training,ò said Chapman. 

The tool also has the potential to be 
automated with artificial intelligence. 

ñWe were quite deliberate in develop-
ing the technique to be easily adopted 
by investigators without the need for 
expensive or proprietary programs, 
however weôve opened the door for AI 
to take it even further,ò said Chapman. 
ñAn automated system could screen 
large numbers of victim images quick-
ly and reliably, giving investigators 
valuable leads in cases where evidence 
is scarce. While this technique will 
never replace DNA evidence, it can 
flag potential links between victims in 
cases where DNA doesnôt exist or has 
degraded. It gives investigators a new 
starting point.ò 
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https://uniqueforensics.com/


COLD CASES BECOMING RED-HOT THANKS TO ADDITIONAL FUND-
ING FOR THE INDIANA STATE POLICE 

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (WTHI) - The Indiana State 
Police are solving decades-old crimes thanks to new 
investments in technology and forensic resources 
under Gov. Mike Braun. 

In 2025, ISP received a budget increase that boosted 
funding for the ISP Forensic Laboratory by more 
than $3 million, raising it from under $15 million to 
$18 million. 

"For too long, families have waited for answers," 
Braun said. "We made smart investments in tech-
nology and cut red tape so our State Police can do 
their jobs more effectively." 

The funding has led to a 19% reduction in the DNA 
backlog and a 50% increase in automated DNA 
batch processing. 

Those improvements have helped close cases that 
went unsolved for years. 

Governor Braun tells News 10 that solving these 
cold cases is about more than catching bad guys, it's 
also about bringing closure to families of victims. 
"This is going to be important for the families for 
closure," Gov. Braun says. "We took a special em-
phasis on cold cases, embracing technology, and put 
it into motion." 

In January, police arrested an Indiana resident in 
connection with a 1975 homicide. The arrest came 
more than 50 years after the crime, with help from 
the San Diego Police Department. 

 

 

Advances in forensic technology also helped secure 
charges and a conviction in the 1987 death of an in-
fant in Ferdinand. 

Police also solved a 2000 armed robbery and car-
jacking in Dubois County, providing closure to the 
victims more than 25 years later. 

Braun said the results show criminals are being held 
accountable no matter how much time has passed. 
"That show you that with the right tools, you can get 
a lot done without spending a lot to do it, by putting 
emphasis on it," Braun says. 

Sgt. Kevin Getz with the Indiana State Police tells 
News 10 that this emphasis is just what the state po-
lice needed. "(When it comes to solving cold cases) 
Do we have the funding to be able to expand an in-
vestigation that maybe opens up some avenues that 
we might not have been able to open a couple of 
years ago," Getz says. 

Sgt. Getz agrees that catching the criminals is good, 
but so is bringing that closure to families. "Funding 
like this is a big milestone for us. It's going to give us 
the opportunity to close some cold cases and bring 
justice for families who have been waiting patiently 
for that to happen," Getz says.  

 
Gov. Braun tells News 10 that this direct pay off 
might mean that the state legislature will look to ex-
pand funding even more during the 2027 budget 
session.   



History of Firearms Identification, Firearms, and Ammunition / Theory of Identificationð

RS&A 

Meridian, MS | August 3rd-7th, 2026 

 This course is designed to introduce the students to the history of firearms identification, firearms, ammunition, and 

the Association of Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners Theory of Firearms and Tool Mark Identification, including the 

range of conclusions that can be reached in a forensic firearms examination.  

Toolmark Identification  ðRS&A 

Meridian, MS | September 7th-11th, 2026 

This course is designed to introduce students to the concept of toolmarks. It will teach students the basics of analyzing 

both impressed and striated marks, using a variety of tools and toolmark surfaces. Class time will be split between learn-

ing the theoretical basis of the uniqueness of these marks and doing practical comparisons with a comparison micro-

scope  

Child Death Investigations  ðTriTech Forensics 

Mount Prospect, IL | June 8th-9th, 2026 

This program addresses child deaths from an interdisciplinary perspective. This approach provides all agencies the nec-

essary information to not only investigate and gather information but to understand and appreciate the details and col-

laboration required in order to make a final determination of cause and manner of death.  

Alternate Light Source Workshop ðTritech Forensics 

Stillwater, MN | July 13th-14th,  2026 
This Alternate Light Source Workshop course begins with a discussion of the properties of light and luminescence and 

culminates in the use of the ALS to visualize and photograph items of evidence. A review of basic photography and the 

use more advanced photographic techniques to optimize image quality will be included.  

 

 

Webinars offered by Evolve Forensics are approved by the IAI for Latent Print Certification and Recertification continu-

ing education hours. 

Click on the photograph below to view more training opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find more training opportunities at the websites below: 

https://www.theiai.org/training.php  

https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html  

http://www.iniai.org/training.html  

UPCOMING TRAINING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

https://training.rsaforensics.com/training/upcoming-classes/flyer/55
https://training.rsaforensics.com/training/upcoming-classes/flyer/60
https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0027-0031-fd479f51164d4a8cbafc1e5f4b57d57f
https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0027-0031-d365b09b3909407c801b51b23b0dd716
https://www.theiai.org/training.php
https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html
http://www.iniai.org/training.html
https://evolveforensics.com/webinars/


https://fornzix.com/basic-latent-print-comparison-training/


CRIME-FIGHTING LABRADORS BEGIN SPECIALIST TRAINING 

A new canine duo have commenced specialist 
training to help officers in the UK bring the most 
serious offenders to justice. 

Labradors Luna and Phoenix were recruited as 
puppies last summer and are now being trained 
to locate vital evidence at a range of crime 
scenes. 

The dogs, selected for their natural attributes 
and exceptional potential, are being trained to 
assist investigations by detecting bodily fluids at 
crime scenes. 

Over the next six weeks, the Fox Red sisters and 
their handlers will take part in a series of practical drills and classroom based sessions as they 
work to reach the required national standard. 

All being well, they will qualify at the end of May as the forceôs first dedicated forensic evidence 
detection animals. 

They and their handlers can then be deployed to help investigate offences ranging from serious 
sexual assaults to homicides. 

Dean Allen, an expert trainer who has tutored multiple forensic detection dogs for other forces, 
said: 

ñI selected these dogs about a year ago after recognizing their excellent natural attributes. Since 
then, theyôve been with me and their handlers as weôve slowly introduced them to a working envi-
ronment and to some basic training drills," said Dean Allen, an expert trainer who has tutored 
multiple forensic detection dogs. 

Allen said the aim of the next few weeks is to get the dogs searching for the target scent in all the 
different locations they will have to search in the future ï in vehicles, buildings, open areas and 
route searches. 

ñShould they meet the required standard over the next six weeks, officers across the force will 
have a vital additional tool with which to bring some of the most serious offenders to justice," said 
Allen. 

мл 




