
Lab & Scene 

A 
MESSAGE FROM OUR 2026 
PRESIDENT 
Hello and Greetings Fellow INIAI Members, 

First and foremost I would like to take a minute to thank the INIAI members 
for allowing me to the opportunity to serve as your 2026 President.  I am 
looking forward to creating an exciting educational conference with this 
yearôs board.   
 
A big thank you to everyone who served on last years board.  The board 
worked hard to plan the 2025 conference.  For those who could not attend, it 
was held at the historic Fort Harrison State Park in Indianapolis.  A special 
shout out to Daniel Recker for stepping up and taking the reins as the 2025 
president.  His leadership and experience were invaluable.  Thank you to 
Board Chair Kaitlin Hayes, Secretary/Treasurer Mallory Rafferty, and Board 
Members Marcus Montooth, John Vanderkolk, Kim Settlemoir, Briana 
Gibbs, and Taylor Corey for their time and efforts to create a memorable 
conference. 
 
To give you a little background about me, I have been a crime scene investi-
gator with the Carmel Police Department (CPD) for the last six years. Prior 
to that, I was a sworn officer with CPD, retiring in 2019 as a Sergeant in the 
Patrol Division.  During my time with CPD, I spent 10 years as a Detective in 
the Criminal Investigations Division, three years as an Accident Investigator 
Supervisor and Field Evidence Tech Supervisor.  I have been a board mem-
ber with the INIAI since 2022, serving as the 2025 Vice President.  I 
have been married to my husband, Wendell, for almost 29 years.  We 
have two adult sons, and one fur baby name Riley.     
 
This yearôs board has already been hard at work and have chosen to hold the 2026 conference at 
French Lick Resort in French Lick / West Baden, Indiana October 6th, 7th, and 8th.  More infor-
mation on accommodations will be provided in the near future.  The board is now working on 
speakers for the conference.  If anyone has ideas or suggestions for speakers or topics, please reach 
out to me or any of the board members.  Our email addresses are: 
 
President Lana Howard ïlhoward@carmel.in.gov  

 

Vice President Bri Gibbs ï bgibbs@co.hendricks.in.us  

 

Treasure Mallory Rafferty ï mrafferty@isp.in.gov  

Secretary Kacie Settlemoir ï ksettlemoir@isp.in.gov  

Board Chair Daniel Recker ï daniel.recker@indy.gov 

 

Taylor Corey ï taylor.corey@indy.gov  

Todd Knowles ï tknowles@brownsburgpolice.org  

Allison Melvin ï allison.melvin@indy.gov  

Marcus Montooth ï mmontooth@isp.in.gov 

Kim Settlemoir ï ksettlemoir@danvillein.gov 

John Vanderkolk ï vanderkolkjohn@yahoo.com 

Editor Kaitlin Hayes ï khayes@isp.in.gov 

We look forward to seeing everyone in October.   
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FORENSIC SCIENCE 

TRIVIA 

Answers will be revealed in the next 

issue! 

 

Which method is used to en-

hance fingerprints on non-

porous surfaces? 

 

Which insect is most commonly 

associated with estimating time 

of death? 

 

A type of fiber that is man-

made, such as nylon or rayon, is 

classified as what type of fiber? 

 

The study of  firearms and am-

munition is called___. 
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2026 ANNUAL EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 

French Lick Resort 

French Lick, Indiana 
October 6th-8th 

Accommodation information will be released soon 



GENEALOGY IDENTIFIES SKELETAL REMAINS AFTER 
40 YEARS 

 In January 1985, the skeletal 
remains of a woman were found in a 
densely wooded area in Malabar, 
Florida, a small town southeast of 
Orlando on Brevard County's Atlan-
tic coast. The town is part of the 
Palm BayïMelbourneïTitusville 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. Work-
ing together, the Brevard County 
Sheriff's Office and the District 18 
Medical Examiner's Office began an 
investigation and collected evidence. 
The woman was estimated to be be-
tween 20 to 50 years old and be-
tween 5'0" and 5'7" feet tall. She had no identification and her identity could not 
be determined. 

Despite extensive investigative efforts at the time, the case went cold. The wom-
an became known as Malabar Jane Doe and details of the case were entered into 
the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs) as UP116034. 

In 2024, using grant funds from the Federal Bureau of Justice Administration's 
Missing and Unidentified Human Remains (MUHR) Program (FY22-MUHR), 
the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), in coordination with the 
Brevard County Sheriff's Office and District 18 Medical Examiner's Office, facili-
tated the submission of forensic evidence to Othram for advanced DNA testing. 
Using Forensic-Grade Genome Sequencing, Othram scientists successfully de-
veloped a comprehensive DNA profile suitable for forensic genetic genealogy. 

This profile enabled FDLEôs forensic genetic genealogy team to conduct a genet-
ic genealogical search to generate new investigative leads, enabling law enforce-
ment to conduct a follow-up investigation and narrow in on the woman's possi-
ble identity. The investigation resulted in the positive identification of Malabar 
Jane Doe, who is now known to be Jeanette Marcotte, who was missing from 
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Jeanette Marcotte was last seen in Saskatchewan in 1981 or 1982, three years 
before her remains were found in Florida. Prior to her disappearance, it is re-
ported that Marcotte said she was headed to Vancouver, British Columbia. She 
was never seen again. 

Individuals who have taken a consumer DNA test can aid ongoing forensic in-
vestigations by joining the DNASolves database. Expanding the pool of available 
DNA data increases the likelihood of successful identifications, helping to reu-
nite families with their missing loved ones and resolve cases that have remained 
unsolved for years. 

This is the 51st publicly announced case in the State of Florida where officials 
leveraged Othramôs identity inference pipeline. 

  о 

WE WANT 
YOUR  

FEEDBACK 

Did you enjoy the last 

conference? 

Learn anything new? 

Who was your most and 

least favorite speaker? 

Did you like the location? 

What can we do better 

this year? 

Please give your feed-

back! 

Email: khayes@isp.in.gov 

 

If you have any photos 

from past educational 

conferences or outings, 

please email them; we 

would love to share on 

our social media pages 

and newsletters! 

  о 
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New Evansville Indiana State Police Post and Forensic Laboratory 

NEW EVANSVILE LABORATORY COMPLETES TRIO OF NEW STATE PO-
LICE FORENSIC LABORATORIES  

The new Evansville Regional Laboratory facility was completed on North Highway 41 
in Evansville, Indiana. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held to signify the official open-
ing of the new forensic laboratory in December, which brought state officials, media, 
and current and retired employees of the Indiana State Police to celebrate.  

The Evansville regional laboratory is the third and final installation of new forensic 
labs throughout the state, following Fort Wayne and Lowell Regional Laboratories. 
These new labs provide significant space and upgraded equipment analysts can take 
advantage of and utilize to conduct forensic examinations. The new lab is located right 
next door to the old lab and district facility which will become long term storage, and 
house the  ISP mechanicôs garage.  

The Evansvilleôs new lab holds seven forensic units: Digital Forensics, DNA, Drugs, 
Firearms, Latent Prints, Polygraph and Crime Scene Investigations. The first floor con-
tains areas for sworn, polygraph, digital forensics, evidence and CSI. While the second 
floor is dedicated solely to laboratory space and forensic analystsô office space.  

LAST ISSUEôS   
ANSWERS 

 

 

 

¶ Henry VIII 

 

¶ Indiana 

 

¶ Goose Feathers 

 

¶ 123 Elf Rad, 

North Pole 

88888, according 

to the U.S .Postal 

Service 
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Latent Print Laboratory 

 

Drug Unit Instrumentation Laboratory  

 

Total Building Space: 8,000 ft2 

Total Building Space: ~40,000 ft2 



https://uniqueforensics.com/


Research-Based Forensic Victimology for Death Investigation  ðTritech Forensics 

WEBINAR | April 7th, 2026 

The vision for this course is to identify components of forensic victimology, define victimology, and explore how to use 

Pettlerôs Research-Based Forensic Victimology in the field.  

Supervision of Forensic Units ðTriTech Forensics 

Schaumburg, IL | June 15th-18th, 2026 

Within the field of forensic science, many agencies provide little training to the new supervisor or those who are looking 

to lead in the future. This Supervision of Forensic Units class is for those supervisors with lots of experience, to those 

who wish to be a wish to be a forensic supervisor one day. 

A depth of topics and hands-on material will give the student the information needed for today's leaders.  

Understanding Exclusion and Sufficiency Details ðRS & A 

Little Rock, AR | April6th-9th, 2026 

This 32-hour intermediate/advanced level course explores in depth and breadth the two concepts of "sufficiency" and 

"exclusion". Examiners routinely struggle with these concepts and this course offers both theoretical and practical learn-

ing tools to better understand these concepts. The course will explore sufficiency for "value" determinations, as well as 

"sufficiency for conclusions". The instructors will utilize current SWGFAST standards and ISO requirements when 

providing guidance on these topics. Students will explore several approaches for reducing erroneous exclusion rates and 

guidance is provided in the course for best practices based on the current research and literature available.  

Forensic Examination of Violent Crime Scenes   ðRS&A 

Sandy, UT | June 1stï3rd,  2026 
This advanced course will present both the theory and practical application of several techniques that are essential to 

crime scene examination and reconstruction of violent crimes. Practical exercises and case studies will be utilized to 

reinforce the material presented. 

 

 

Webinars offered by Evolve Forensics are approved by the IAI for Latent Print Certification and Recertification continu-

ing education hours. 

Click on the photograph below to view more training opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find more training opportunities at the websites below: 

https://www.theiai.org/training.php  

https://www.tritechtraining.com/upcoming-courses.html  

http://www.iniai.org/training.html  

UPCOMING TRAINING  

OPPORTUNITIES 

https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0027-0031-c5a47f1986ed4714a1d1cbd10b306bb5
https://reg.learningstream.com/reg/event_page.aspx?ek=0027-0031-267d9fd9c3c8449dbdd17fec755a5edb
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/rsaforensics.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18180.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/rsaforensics.com/pdf/Training_Class_PDFs/18445.pdf
https://www.theiai.org/training.php
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https://evolveforensics.com/webinars/


ONGOING PET STUDY EXAMINES DNA TRANSFER DYNAMICS IN MOCK 
DOG NAPPING 

New research confirms the potential for police forensic investi-
gators to carefully consider the presence of pets at crime scenes 
as a credible new avenue for finding and investigating DNA 
leads to solve the case. 

Long-running research by Flinders University and Victoria Po-
lice experts demonstrate how dogs and cats can be tested for 
indirect DNA transfer at crime scenes from people other than 
householders or pet owners. 

Heidi Monkman, PhD student from Flinders Universityôs Col-
lege of Science and Engineering, with Roland van Oorschot 
from the Victoria Police Forensic Services Department and Luke 
Volgin from the Forensic Science South Australia, are breaking 
new ground with their research on animal-mediated human 
DNA transfer. 

Their recent studies reveal that household pets may play a sur-
prising role in solving crimes. 

ñDogs and cats are present in the majority of households world-
wide and they routinely interact with multiple people and envi-
ronments. Our findings show that dogs and cats can act as inter-
mediaries in human DNA transfer, which has significant impli-
cations for case work where animals are present,ò says Dr 
Monkman, a coauthor of several forensic DNA science articles 
on the topic. 

The research discovered that even short contact between pets 
and people of interest, including potential offenders, leave de-
tectable traces of human DNA on pets. It also found cats and 
dogs carry and spread human DNA as they move around a home 
or to other locations, transferring it from one surface to another. 

ñAwareness and use of this phenomenon could offer investiga-
tors important clues when piecing together evidence in serious 
criminal cases,ò she says. 

The studies involved controlled interactions between dogs, cats 
and volunteers in order to monitor DNA transfer in various sce-
narios. They found that ownerôs DNA present on their pets can 
be picked up by mock offenders, potentially linking them to 
crime scenes. The DNA also can be transferred to locations that 
the owners never touched, possibly linking them to crime scenes 
where they were not present. 

In the most recent articleð"Investigation of human DNA trans-
fer during mock dog-napping"ðresearchers examined human 
DNA transfer dynamics in a mock ñdog-nappingò scenario. 

Five dogs were placed into five separate cars by a recruited han-
dler. The vehicles were neither owned by the handler nor famil-
iar to the animals or their owners. The dogs remained in a car 
for 20 minutes and then returned home, where sampling took 
place one hour later. 

Flinders University Senior Lecturer in Forensic Science Mariya 
Goray, a coauthor in the journal articles, says while pets have 
often been overlooked in forensic casework, this research high-
lights their potential critical role in the dynamics of DNA trans-
fer. 

ñThese findings highlight the need for forensic investigators to 
carefully consider the presence of pets at crime scenes both as a 
possible new avenue for investigative leads, but also as a possi-
ble mechanism for indirect transfer and contamination,ò says 
Goray. 

In another journal article, "The role of cats in human DNA 
transfer" in Forensic Science International: Genetics 20 differ-
ent cats tested, quantifiable DNA was detected in 16 or 80% of 
the samples taken. 

Also "Paws for a moment: Investigation of bi-directional trans-
fer of human DNA during a short human-dog interaction and 
subsequent indirect transfer" in Science & Justice. 

ñWhile little is known about collecting and analyzing human 
DNA to and from cats, we are exploring the potential for cats 
and dogs to be silent witnesses, to act as vectors of contamina-
tion and transfer at residential crime scenes,ò says Monkman. 
ñWe know about 60% of households currently have a pet, and 
up to 90% a pet at some stage. They are the most common pet in 
most countries around the world.ò 

у 
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